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COMLR t(IA L U I 0 .

FRom party platforîins, conîibinfttioîîs, and intrigues, thie only objr'pct of
which is to lift one set of politicians or the other into powver, it is a relief
to turn to any question which reailly coiit'ins the w4'ifare of the people.
S UCh a qJuestioni is rai sed I y aL il Mteino ran dui Ilconterninîg ( diil,<ra wî

up lîy Mr. WVharton Barker, of Plitlillia, wlîîli illitv safeiy ho takenl as
indicafti ve of tiie vie wg *n tert ait eîl i n e <of tIhe, gr '.ît 's t , ctent res o f Amv1 ricati

co i u rc,. T[le w rit, r i gns l'y remIia rkinig t ha t w i tI thle Visbor'îes ique<s-
tioni i s reopet ied t, ieiarl -r ltiifes i on o f tii e orol1'xi iatIion s î4w'e
canadla andl the JîteiSttes"; tblat PîI'gsiiett (i,'voianîl is iii favour of

à dloser contiection, andi tliat f li Is a pr'essuîre iii the, saiîne sens,' frot
New Englandl anti northern Nt,Nw York. Iet noties the imtperfectiotns and
drawbacks of fleciproc-ity Treaties, w1lclî Ilave ii e'xistence tihe (Custoîn

1-louse uine îvîth ail its att royancoti, and foriti tIi, stilb'jett of constant
jealousies andîtisliît,'s lt''t l ti,'rr e' til sit aiwaiys fatiyiîîg

itef overreaclive, b y tIi,' o tii'r. Ile liigli t adi tla t, su ci t reaty arranige-
nionts aire ai ways untstahul'' tuai, wbit' otîe of tIi, roi itie-al parties iii a
couintry lias made(l< tdivin, thli ot lî,r is ai wavs dt't'-ryiiiîg tieiîi ; aîîd thiat
upotu thie first initerruptiotn of gool feetliing lt>'t't t n'îationîs tlîty are
overturiin',i, as ours xvas, xviti aiilit Hi idustrie's tîtat hîave' l'n lîiit, upon
themn.

[n place of a Reciprocit>,reaty, Mm Wltartoti 11arker piopossthe iturger
and more stablme niîeasuîr,' of ('0omino r' ia i UiiionI otn ti' foot intg of a cotîî ion.
tariti' for bot counitries, andi the' division of ti, rec'ipts fromî custoîîîs on
the basis of population, or any otlier hasis tiiat îîiglit Ite deeined e'muitaltle.
Should the arratiîgetiieint se'îmî iik'iy to ime atteil,-d witl ioss of revenue to
Canada, ho would propos(' to guaratitt'e to lî,r a sun11 i'quai to her pr'solnt
receipts for a certain nutibt'r of years. Etitirf, fre'',itn of tradt' with
mutiai servic'es anti benf'ts wouid tîmet provaii tlirottgli tliis nortîiern
colitiîîeit. 'The Fislî,'ries mquestion, 1<0w the- puzzle' atid the, plaque of
diploiiiacy, wvouit be at 011e,' andî for ,'x',r soiv 'l- eamsino

Canadian slîîppitig to thie Airit-at coastitig tt'ati, wouii, as Mr. Barker
suggests, naturaiiy fo]iow; andt als tle p'oPie of thie Southî,rn States dIo not
take niuciî to the sea, the Maritimîe Prov inices of (Canada wouild b,' likely
to supply sliipping both for the, coastitig trad,'ý îtiti for tîlat fratie xvitî the
West laîdies wlîiciî is tîow i;rgeiy traiisact,'d iii Europeatî bottois. To
the speciai industry of the Maritinîî Province's a great stimîulus couid tiot

fail to be given.
Commiercial union wouid, of coirse, invoie equtîlization of tarîfrs ; but

in this there would lie no great diffleuitty, the< Caîiadiatî tarifi being what
it now 18, an(i theý disposition iii the'1 UTiîtf,d States, as the, nec'essity for
revenue decreases witlî the national deit, beiîîg tow'ard graduai reduction.
It wouid also be necessary to <'qualize the excise ,otluerwise, thie C'ustom

buse line being reînoved, thiere wouid be a contrabland expor-tation frotu
the country in wlîich the excise 'vas loNver to the country in which it ivas
highefe. But thie diffurence bf.tween thé- Canadian and Amnerican excise,
again, 18 not s0 gretit as to present a serious obstacle to adjustnient.

'[bat it wouid be an immrense benetit to the people of Canada to be
freely admitted to the marketii of tîmeir own conitinient, freely to share its

resources, to have its capital fr'ely circulating aniong tdivin, anti freî'ly to
paiti ci pate in its commen ,rcial 11f,', xviii liarti y ho <lîti id bv au yiody who
lias not soie pe'rsonai iîîterest, reai or faticieti, in inaittiting the coîîtrary.
Certainiy it cantiot bu dt'nied by aîîy atdinstatt'siat wlio lias had a
}iand in Rî-ciprocity. Iii tivir pr'tseîît sbttî of eoiitili'rtial isolation the
people of Canadat caix îî,vîr 'îîjoy tiie fait- -arilitgs of tlî,ir labîour, aîîy
mlore tlian couiti tie pe'ople of atiy other't territory ti'tielby nîature to
forai part of an ecoiiotiicai xr'ioi<' witi the adljacenît turritory, if it were
eut off by a Custoîîîs ite frontî tie, rest. As a district of Etigiaîîd or
France, with a population oif four illions atid ai liaif, wouid lie if s'v,'red
froin the counîtry to wvlicli it b'oitso is ( anatla coiuiîî<rciaiiy st'vered
frontî lier owîî contiinent. \Ve hiave air<'aty a iiion<'tary unilon with the
States: for ,'vui' purpose except paytit'its to (lov,'rti,iit ti,,> Anierican
curreiîcy passe's litre as fr<''iy as ut dot-s oti the, otitr sie of the liii,. T[le
imîage aird superseriptioli on tlî<' coini w,'ro app<'altd t o as tw lt'est of political.
jurisdictioti, and they art'> a proof utot iî'ss conîclusive of r'coîioiiicai con-

nection.
'[here are' tliose wvlo, îlot p'riaîs witiîout a pou ticai bias, cot<îi that

oui' naturai trad,' is xvitli Iiigliiîl tiiat its dir'ctiton is il liat,'ri, or aiong
the, paraI i <ls of lati tudiIe. XV hie<ti <' t i t y are' igli t or' tint xiii lie' seen
wlî,'î both courses art' ali uc openî. l"r,','îiî of tratît xvic tiitlt Unîited

States xviii tot pr'vm'it <lui- e'xprtatiotn of gramiii andu catti,' to traid
If the' lîm't pricî for tii, w1vlî,t of tâteî N ortiili ,.t is ttî 1<, got ity s,'îîtinîg
i t to Fri ti i îl ai ong t lit' N onu Sbor ol,'f L ake' l-ui îior, ttî E i gi<nid aîîd
ai oîg thbe Nort h li ior,' of h ,ix Sîîpi'i ii'it w il ic<ontinue1, tti lit sen't.

îî tîirai ti'at e. A l lîtîîtt ' of commer iî'îciial atfam to 1, le dei ved frontî
Co îîf, ' itrat ioîî iy thlt peol o< i'tf tiiheN Ma1itfi îîe Pro vine(m', iav y,'i tn <iisap-
poi îît <. 't'e attemi 1 t t o fort',e if tn'io to 1< en Novna Seot iail coal Iîy
iayiiîîg al tax o î'' i itily fî'îîîî theî Sîatt's lias faiit't. Hý'twv'en Olti
C'anadha anid the N tl-V'st. tîh triadit as t'xists it îîot itaturrai, bmut forced

lmy ieans of a tariti' constirute'ti 1km 'ývmrytliiiig e'isoti't'i with the
adiuiiiiistration of thie Ntîrth We'tt for a polii <ai ptirpost' antI îot foi' the
inate'riailîmit of tiie pm'opi' ; îîor 18 Ib<i s arti fiial arritii'ii î'îî t likt'iy to
enflr rb eyoiid tii, ptui iti'ai îîontatge o f thi'e>oviic' wiici ai', ils vic'titmus.
'rtbat poli iicai railiroads4, ruîî tlh mli glu a liii, of tm 'ri totîis wvih btl ave 110

i îît,'rst iti comm ii n, fai i to prto c 1< v oi uîiii rc'i ai untiify, the' Iii tt'rcoi on îai
road 1 'ars miielanchlîoy w ift im 's TIrotps niay iti cotix' y 't ai oug s îcli I intes,
or muiniiitionis iiay 1<< forxx'ard t' for I îup' titi i v ars 011 thlu, Pacifie, lint
comm ti, e' ta k( usittl,' hi le of tii ir ex isten'lce. M tii, foutr <'tii t' y sm'pa-
rat,' t,'rrjtori,'s of wichl ti, IDominilion i4 mialle up,- thuat is to siry, tht

Bn tisi iu i i, mal i s coIn i tc i ai iy n î''t' lote w it b its pol itical
partn<'rs, but xr'itl the ttdjoiîiîig- Statt's of thie Unioni; aîîd squatidtr the
earnîngs of thie people iii re.sistiîîg Nature as you xviii, lier ordinance wili
at last prevaul.

It is utriecessa'y, liere to ilelate thet question lîetxveen Free '[rade and
Protection. '[ler,' inay be a ratiotiai diffm'reiîce of opinuionu as to the
respective amivatitages of the twio sx'steis in tIre case' of' a country liko the
Untited State's, whlîi is iii fact a cotîttinent, i't'uchiiig frontî ro'gions alinost

arctic to regions aliniost tropical, enibra-itg iti itsm'if aliîîst ,'vtry rariety
of production, aiid inhîahited iîy fifty or sixty illiotns. 'lt-eru cali bo no
rational dirnfr,'nce of opinion as to the iiexpt'di(-ncy of apphviiîg Protection
to a country situated enitiit'iy ii a îili latitude,, witlî a very Iiitnit-d range
of produ-tion, andt a popuititioiî uiithtr live mîillions. Forcinig imanufactures
into existence in a district de'xoid of coal, witlîinaeusy ranige of districts
abouîîdiîîg iii colai andt pi-oxititd iviti ail iiitiîstriai atix'artag<'s, ivas a policy
the resuits of xvhich right liave Iteon e'aily foresem'n. \Ve kxoxv now thiat
it was pressm'd upon tue Governi<'ît ly thie poiitic-a influence' of the mnu-
facturing înterest, ratiier tlîan adopted on coimercial grounîds. '[hle efrect
is nîanifest. Canaîda, imîstead of bt'iîg a chitap, is fast becomîing a dear,
country to lixe in, aîîd xxiii prese'îtiY ho siliiîîîn<d l<y people of tnomh'rtte
mieans. '[bat thiere is a îipm'ptual exodus it 0 the States is certain,
wlîetber the statisties liave b,'en accurttty takien or not.

Sonie things thueru are, sucii as tir-st-rate pt-intitîg presses, which a
country affording but a suitili market for very expe nsivu articles it8 actuaiiy
unable to produce for itst'lf. 1t, is, periîaps, not a matter of lirst-rate
[importaince, but it is indicative of our faie commtercial position, tl)at a
good bookstorc can with dithculty exist ia this country, the bookseller


