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News of Municipal Finance
History of Calgary Light and Railway Departments Outlined-Net Surpluses Since Inception-

Street Railway lias Deficit This Year-Taxation Measures Recommended. for, Vancouver-

Toronto's Collections Eighty-Seven Per Cent. of Total Levy-Kitchener Tax Arrears Are Smiall

Kitchener, Ot-Tax arrears are eniailer than they have
been for yoars. The total outstaadîng is $12,629. Last year
the amount was $22,000, and in 1918, $25,000. The total levy
is $563,570.

Regina, Sask.-Judgment for $27,440, obtained in Oh 'ie
courts by truqtees of the Regîna pubie. schools againet
Spitzer, Rorick and Comnpany, bankers, et Toledo, wiIl stand
as a resuit et the Supreme Court's refusai to roviow the case.
The action arese, eut of a broach et an alieged centract en-
tered into by the investmcnt company te purchasetroni the
achool board $500.000 in debenture bonds.

Hull, Que.-The value et property in the cit3r et Hull is
piaced at $15,918,425, according te the sixth annual report
ot the assessnwent department. The value a! assessable pra-
PertY is $11,269,035 and exenipted preperty, $4,649,390. This
of~ the asessment department. The value et assessable pro-
perty amourited te $9,641,127 aud the exempted proerty,
84,159,722. The report gives the ares ef the city as 4,000
acres and its population as 32,766, and the real estato per
capita is placed at $485.82. TFhe population shows a gain et
2,180 ln the year.

Swift Current, Sask.-A defleit ef $148,430 in the city's
sinkîng tund is shown in the annas report et the city cepi-
missioners for the tEn menths ended Ocober 30 last. 'The
fleficit his incre&ased from yoar te year. In 1918 it was
$91,540, and in 1919, $119,297. The cit connuipsioners re-
commend that the necesoary measures be taken to reduce
tbis shortage, The clty aise has a bank loan ainounting te
%2t39.142 outstandine. an inerease ou this item ot about

~Athough thora wore 3,828 parcels liable fer sale, gis
-which ' taxes outstanding amounted te $334,374, there was
~received prier te the date et sale ne less than $281,492 in
respect te 3,462, and only 830 parehs, covoring $31,691, *we
actually soid fer taxes. In thl±ty-five parcels the tçs
againat which amountod te $7,973, the prices effered wr
below the arrears outstanding, and were, theretore, acquired
by the city. No offers were made fer twelve lots.

Victoria, B.C.-The city le putting into effeet a scem
which wîll net a little revenue from the property rocenl
acquired at the tax sale. Two of the houses that reverte4
with land te the city at the 1919 sale wil be repaired ata
cost approximatÎng $700, and it is expected that tenants wl
be feund for thexm. The city aise proposes te rent the twet
or miore houses that wore bought in at this yoar's sale. They

'will bo repaired and put ia a condition that will, bear the
appreval et the health department, and will then be offered
~to tenants sit provailirig rent prices.

.The. city budget for 1921 shows an increase from $2,291,-
10>1 te $2,106,202. The principal incroasos areo sown under

Og'CAr -Q -- éi wifl k U7r,-OR fr 1920>. and

000 per year. "Such expenditures," reads the bulletin, "de-
marid unlfied centrol."y

The duties of the suggested comnmissioner of finance are
stated to be, among ethers, the deterniining ot the financial
capacity of the cominunîty,,in order that the city may not
be committed ia any'year to greater undertakings than it
can properly finance; the compîlirng and subniitting to, the
Board of Control and city council of the annual.budgret re-
commendations ef the eity, with recommendations and sup-
porting data; advisîng the Board ef Cointrol and city council
bow best to fit the budget requirements te the financial capa-
city of the city.

Vancouver, B.C.-Dr. Horace L. Brittain, who was en-
gaged to advise the city on taxation measures, has issued
a lengthy report, outlining the situation. The main features
of the plan he rocommends for Vancouver are; A real pro-
perty tax, as at present; a share in provincial income tax
on ail personal incomes, at increased rates if necessary; a
business tax at a flat rate-at two flat rates, ia tact, ac-
cording as te whether the business is incorporated or not.
He suggests a minimum incomne or service tax, applicable
te both sexes, thus te bo substituted for the present provincial
poil tax, and the proceods to ho made available to munici-
palities at least te the extent of 50 per cent. et the aniount
raised within their limits. Hli of the provincial taxes on
automobiles and theatres sbould also go te the cîties, dlaimns
the expert.

Primariiy, the investigator deelined to treat with Van-
,couver taxation~ as a subject of individuai character. Local
preblems arc aise provincial and national ones, and ail are
se closely interwoveri that they are treated jointly in the
report. He urges upon the authorities ot this city their
opportunlty to pertorm a great nation~al service by iuitiatlng
a movement for co-operation in taxation ameng national,
provincial and civic interests.
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