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News of Municipal Finance
Financiai Progress of South Vancouver During Past Year-WinniPeg Tax Rate Down
Hait Mili and Budget Also Reduced-Essex County Assesmrent Shows Huge Increase-
Brandon Tax Rate Up Five Milis-Toronto and Regina Report Good Collections

Regina, Sask.-Taxes for the, current year, paid te June
15th, arnount to $94,175, as comapared with collections of $51,-
975 for the saine period last year.

Grey County, Ont.-The tax rate has been faxed at 7 tailla,
4 milis being for good ronds and 3 exills for general expenses,
yielding $205,484 on an assessexent of $29,354,900.

Hastings County, Ont-A tax rate of 13.7 mills has
been approved by the county council, as compared with 12 %
mills lest year. Expenditures are estimated et $367,026 and
receiptsa t $129,400.

Carleton County, Ont-lugh Riley, late clerk. of the
coanty, has been disniissed, followving the audit of the books,
which revealedl a shortage2 in funds of $3,300. It is flot known
whether legal proceedings will be brought againat Mr. Ri1ey,
but it is understood that restitution will be mnade just as
floon as he cen realize on some of his property.

Calgary. Alta.-AJl departinents are keeping within their
financial ellowances this year, according to the report of
Coxnptroller Wood. The year's appropriations total $3,536,-
911, or the average of $294,742 for one mionth, Expenditures
duilng the flrst five nionths of the yeer total $1,023,946, or a
monthly average of S20-4,789, which amount is $89,953 les$
allowed per mionth.

Lennox and Addiagton Counities, Ont-A discussion of
the equalization of asseesment in the united counities took
place lest week, but no agr-eement %vas reauhed, Finally, the
equalized assessnxent of each municipality was raised eleven
per cent., with a recomimendetion to next year's council that
equalization be teken upi in the January session.

Brandon, Man.-The tax rate for the city has been fixed
and adopted et 35 mills, an inerease of 5 milis over lest year.
Increased expenditures ia ail departmnents and a jump in the
school estimates, are the causes of the advance.

Street car tares un the city's street railway have been
raised by permission of the Manitoba Publie Utilities Commis-
sien. The rates were: Cash tares, 5 cents; reguler tickets,
5 cents; workmen's tickets, 6 for 25c.; children's tickets, 10
for 25c. The rates now are: Cash fare, 7 cents; regular
tickets, 6 for 35c.; workrnen's tickets, 5 cents; children's

tikt,8 for 25c.
Essx County, Ont.-Assessment valuation in the county

bas lbeen rRised fromn $33,301,000 to $86,029,500. At the
council meeting on June l8th, the report of the Equalization
Cornmittee lucreaaing these values, was adopted, with only
one cut ot $300,000 in Sandwich West. The principal in-
crases are; Sandwich West, froax $1,700,000 to $11,908,000;
tow of Sandwich, $1,350,000 tu $6,523,600; Ojibway, $300,000

tu$3238,000. Tt iu understood that theee municipalities will
tpea or reductions.

SOwen~ Sound, Ont-At a conference between e committee
frmthe elty couricil and a special committee fromn Grey

e01t oineil on June l9th, wben the separetion of the city
frOm the. eojflty was dlseus8ed, it was reconimended that
Owen Sudpuy one-sixth ot the judicial expenses, one-
eiprhth of the. expOises of the Child2'en's Shelter, a share te
the House of Rlefuge, prop4rtlonete tu the nurnier ot inmnates,
ad $250 te the. county treasurer's ssanay. The city lu entitled

L4> 0fl-e.4tth of the county's assets, and is also liable for one-
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report. Cumplete figures are flot ready yet, but the total
for the five months froin Januany to May, which.is $12,690,-
014, indicates that the total for the six months will be well
under the yean's appropriations of $29,987,278.

County of Middlesex, Qnt-Estimated exipenditures for
the present year ainount to approximately $363.665. 0f the
total, $20,000 is a deticit froi 1919, while $30,388 is for in-
terest and sinking fund on debentures. About $170,000 will
be expended on countyv, provincial county and suburban roads.

A report of the auditors on the unpaid taxes in the dif-
fenent municipalities thruughout the county has brought up
the matter ot each municipality dealing with its own taxes.
Tt was pointed out by the county clerk thet under a recently
enacted provincial legisietion a county xnight pass a by-law
giving each nxunicipality control over its own matters of
taxation.

Edmonton, Alta.-City Treesurer Barnhouse has issued
cheques redeeming tex arrear debentures to the amount of
$130,000. This action had been approved of previously by
the city council. The bonds are in blocks of $89.000 and
$50,000, and are hield in the United States. They duIot
mature before next July lst, but have been offered tu the
city at discounts ranging froni 1 ta 5 per cent. ln addition
tu the seving of 6 per cent. interest for this miontli, the city
will have the extra adveutage if the exchange rate becomes
less favorable. When the cheques w'ere lssued exehange was
around 13 per cent. The secunities are ail short-term. bonds
against tax arrears.

Edmonton, Alta.-The finance comniittee bas recoin-
mended recognition ot deserving cases under the ten-yeer ex-
tension plan on ýax arrears. Ie order for the applicents to
corne under lhe Arrears ot Taxes Act, cunrent taxes for 1919
and 1920 bave lu bc pald wlth inlereat et eight per cent. on
the erreers. In lhe followlng elght yeers, tbe act calîs for a
paymnent of one-eighth of the arreans each year.

The period for receiving notices fromn pensons wishing tu
talce advantage of the act expired lest yean, and now the
counicil bas the question ot declding what should be done re-
garding applications whlch were not submitted et tint time
owlng te nu tault of the person now owning the. property, and
who may have been holding e mortgege lest yeer.

Wirnnipeg, Man.-A tax rate of 22.5 mills, as curnpared
with 22 milîs lest yeer, has been reeommended by the finance
cornmittee, end -whil most likely be entonced. Estimated ex-
penditune for the year la 86,490,461, as compered with $6,-
493,943 lest year. The expendilure will be financed es fol-
lows: Miscellaneous revenue, $607,350; business tax, $431,915;
tex levy an rateable assessment of $236,970,410, $5,211,834;
balance frein preeedlng year, $119,361.

At the meeting of lhe committee on June l8th, a surplus
ut $282,.539, in connection wlth the hydro-electrie departnxent
wes reponted. The total revenue for the yean is $1,279,469,
and the total expenses $1,099,189. The surplus for tLhe year
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