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satisfactory. The high prices in staple Unes of textiles
have perhaps kept orders in smaUl compass, but, against
this, turu-overs have been quick. In some cases, re-
ferring to woolens, even when orders have been of
fair size, deliveries have been small, owing to the de-
sire of manufacturers to distribute their output as
widely as possible among their customers. This has
had the effect of keeping up a quick circulation of
trade, and renders the prospects bright for a continua-
tion of the present bealtby position of the market.

IMPROVING THE ST. LAWRENCE.

The deepening and safeguarding of the St.
Lawrence River are a subject of such far-reaching
and national importance that it is interesting to learn
any details as to the progress being made. A channel
3o feet deep and 350 feet wide at the narrowest part
of the river between Quebec and Montreal will, it is
stated, be completed as far as Batiscan this year, leav-
ing somne twenty miles to, be deait with next year.
Attention is also being devoted to the channel below
Quebec, so that the largeit steamshîps may corne in
from, and go out to sea from that port at any hour
of the twenty-four without being hanipered by the
state of the tide. Every year sees an increase in the
size of steamships, and serves to show more con-
clusively that the larger the vessel the cheaper thefreight, because such vessels, so long as their space
is flot limited and cramped in order to acconimnodate
the machinery necessary to obtain record speeds, can
be more economicaîîy mun. Lt must be remembered
that even now New York is accommnodating vessels
nearly :200 feet longer than anythîng coming up the
St. Lawrence, and the facilities of Montreal to retain
and increase its importance as a shîpping port must
be made suflicient to meet this constant tendency to
enlarge the size of vessels. During the Iast few years
great impro,'vements have been madle in the navigation
channel of the St. Lawrence, nlany additional light-
bouses have been built, more powerful lights and
sirens, gas buoys, and other aids established, and the
resuit bas been greater size and greater speed in the
vessels plying to our "national" port, while disasters
have been fewer. Much remnains to be doue, how-
ever.

TRADE WITH AUSTRALIA.

Fromi the February report of Mr. J. S. Larke,
Canadian commercial agent for New South Wales,
Queensland and New Zealand, we gain somne suigges-
tive reasons for the lack of growth of Canadian tradle
with Australia. Often, he says, wbere business offered
by Australians has been declined, there bas been a
failuire to advise the would-be buyer, caulsing un-
pleasant losses to the latter. In anticipation that bis
order will bc filled he does not order fromn bis old
sources of supply. His stock has hecomne exhausted
and those from whomn he fornierly hougbt have per-
haps arranged with other bouses. There are somne-
times sound reasons for not entertaining offers, but
tbere can be no reason for failiire to notify the offerer
of the fact. And be mentions firmns in Sydney who
have had unpleasant experiences of Canadian negleet
in this direction.

Sonie Canadian manufacturers are applying to be
put in a position to secure trade with the AuLstralian
Commonwealth, but it is very rare to find one paying

any attention to the conditions necessary to bring this
about. They generally ask to be placed in corres-
pondence with some one dealing in their lines. This,
Mr. Larke says, is genemally useless. Australians will
not buy new lines without full information and
samples. Catalogues, in addition to the description
of the goods, should state how they are packed, how
many or ho* mhuch in a package, and its size in cubic
feet. The price-list sbould give cost f.o.b. at New
York and, if possible, at Sydney via Vancouver.
Theme bas been a decided improvement among Can-
aians in this respect, but stili the great majority of
inquirers fail in these requirements. There are a few
lines of-merchandise which selling bouses have under-
taken to handle. ,Now, says the Canadian agent, such
firms ask for at least a flrst small consignment. "Con-
signment business is a bad one, thougb it is being
done in increasing volume, and, as a rule, a proposi-
tion of trade on this basis should not be entertainecl,
But there is reason for the request of a first consign-
ment. The goods are unknown, and this market is
well supplied witb goods that have been made welI
known. The merchant bas no guarantee that should
he make the goods known that be will retain the sale
and reap the benefit, but the manufacturer would have
a trade. Lt is but reasonable, therefome, that the latter
sbould bear a share of the expenses, he sending the
goods, the Australian merchant paying freight andi
duty."

With the present volume of -trade and its one-.
sided character, Mr. LarJce gives it as bis opinion that
it is impossible to arrange direct excbange between
Australia and Canada. The settlîng place must he
London. " There is an improvement much needed in
the matter of giving to Canadians coming here drafts
on London. They are usually drawn in duplicate, the
visitor binging the original and the duplicate remnains
in Canada, often retained by the issuer. No bank
here can do more than send the original for collection,
involving a delay of neamly three months, and, as is
generally the case, the holder needs the cash, and is
in a very awkward position unless be should have
frîends who can help himn."

u 1

BUSINESS DOWN EAST.
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