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Soeos© FRANCE. _
- " Phb Emperor Napoleon had nou displaged lese than
‘big habita ! skill in tbe mannér jn which he bas pre-

"pared 1he, consumination of the September Conven..
tioo, snd eased off the evacuation of Rome, 1t was B

.8 deticate task,’and has beenm cleverly performed,—
"It cantot be said that he is yet out_of :the wood ; 1t
wers premstare to ehout for the triumph; bat still
much has besn done, things bave gone very well.as
you—a3 the French eay, le gros de lowvrage st fail.
The Empecor ig eKilful in playing his figh, and most
-.ingénjons io, his'choice of baits and- of soothing de-
lusiops. * Lut of regsrd to the pusceptibilities gf his
pious wife and of the Cathlic party in France, ne to
_the ]ast moment .forbore. to. digpel the doubt many
enteriained whether his part of the Oonvention
would really be {ulfitled, and his flag removed from
_Bowe, sad also from {ivita' Vecchin, So far was
this reserve carried that Genera! Montebello began
to ¢hefe in bis harness, and 10 believe that the final
order of evacnation would come too late for his men
to depart by the preserived date. The Fieury mii-
gion was anotper tub o tbe flurried whale. Al.
“though 'the Cocvention itself, according 10 the
French interpretation of it, already enviromed the
“temporal power With proteciion and safeguards, as-
“gurance was to be made doubly sure, and & gpecial
“envoy was sent zo Fiorence to restrsin Italian ardor
and provide for Papal security. There was no need
to put on the screw.  Ricasoli, as Frime Minister of
+'an [aly all bat complets, crald afford to be forbear
ing, and ehowed a pliancy probably unpracedented
in & mau 8o long Doted a8 stubborn. Negotiations
with the Vatican were at onte to be reautwed, aod the
annquncement wag accompanied by that of extraor-
dinary ccueessions, and by the assursnee that Italy
was far from desiring that the Pope should quit
Rome. All this wea soothing and encouraging to
_the alarmed friends of the Pontifical Power. There
'wag yet ‘antther card to play atill mors to calm
anxiety, and especially to allay that naturally felt by
Plas IX. The repory, first set afloat some thres
months ago, that ths Empress of the French would
visit Rome was revived, and, if it has as yet received
no officisl or positive corroborstion it has been sufii-
cléntly countenanced to give it weight and value.
“Whan it bas served its turn and helped to tide over
a difficult moment, in its ture it may be allowed to
subside iato oblivion. 1t will have doae good ser-
vice if it assists in detaining the Pope at Rome until
“such time st least as circumstances may allow the
Taileriea to contemplaze hia departura with less dis~
composute than at pregent.—Cor. of Times.
+ Napoleon II[. has had his day of prosperity and
gloey like his uncle before him. Hitherto everything
Bas soceseded to his utmost wishes. This time last
year he was in the zenith of hiz power, and gave the
law to Burope and part of America, Bat M. Bis-
_marck and President Johnson have checked him in
hia mid cereer and thwarted his ambition. —~ Cor. of
Weekiy Register.

The French Government is greetly irritated against
the Journal des Debuls tor giving the passnge, Where
ihe Holy Father alindes to the Emperor's heslth.—
“The Paris papera have been ordered not to reproduce
it; snd one journal in particular that bad the para-
graph siready iz prioi, was obliged to pus it anide.
Times Cor.

In the speech spoken by M. Haussman, Prefect of

the Saine, at the grand bacquet at the Hotel de
‘Vills, the other day, and whicn, amidst self-congra-
tolations on the prasent condition of Paris, expressed
the most unbouaded admiration of the Emperor and
of all his acts, and the most enthusinstic devotion to
his dyunasty, cccurred & few sentences which have
puzzled the public. In his allusion to geperal poli-
tics he said that: —
* ¢The very moderation of the Emperor was the
principsl cause of difficulties which the sword would
perhaps have decided, but that the horour of His
Mujesty’s Government has been, and will b, to0 solve
tbem by meang slower and more laborious, And, in
effect, in the widst of the passions which most fre-
quently agitate bumsn affairs, and when wisdom
makes itgelf underatood aod imposes its authority, it
ig doomed to see ronsed against it violence from the
most oppoaiie quarters which i jaterpesition dis-
concert3 and its curh irritates.’

People are curious to know what the ¢ difficulties’
are to which the spesker alluded, and whencs comes
the viclence which the Emperor's ¢ eurb’ irritates. —
These enigmatical phrages have excited not only
ouriosity, but & certain uneasiness which perhaps
M. Haussman oever intended. The toasta with
which be concluded his speech were such ag might
naturally be expected from 80 high s fanctionery—
¢ The Emperor, whom may God long preserve to
France! the Empress, whose heroic soul possesses
all gorts of courage nnd devotedness! the Prioce
Imperial, on whom the destinies of our children re-
posa . .

A report is current that one of the branches of the
Government have decided to {avor the propoased
re-organization of the French army. It is theaght
that, in consequence of the oppesiticn mauifeated to
the measure both by the people and several leading
gtatesmen, the Lmperor will not fs,vor‘its presentiation
by his Wer Minister to the.Corps Legislatif,

Two Mitrions oF PgoriL® 1N Panrts.—The popula-
tion of Paris, including the arrondissements ot &t.
Denis-and Sceaux, according to the census of 1868,
amounts to 2,150,916 ; which is an increase of 197,-
256 npove the number given in the censug returns
for 1861. Ans the acnusl expenditure of tbe city of
Paris now nmotints to upwards of 20,000,000 francs,
it follows that the total taxation is 10 franes, or
eight shillings, for avary: head of the population,

A portion of the poatecior half of Cardinal Riche.
lien’s skull was recently discovered in France, and
by the Goveroment testored with great pomp nnd
solemnity tothe mausoleum originally erected ia
Parig 10 receive his remains. The Parisiau asneer
‘nsual on all such occasions, found expression next
day in the followigg don mof: * Ah! yes. We have
half his skall, vv?gum that we had half his brains !

" ITALY.

" Prapyoxt. —It was related some time ango at Fio-
rence that s warm discugsion, snd even high words,
had -taken place between the Kingand General
Fleury with reference to the eveninality of the Pope’s
depariure, and that the substance of what passed,
commaunicated to the Emperor, considersbly slarined
bim. From the same source [ am now informed thas
‘it - wag sfierwards clearly intimated to the Italian
Government that if the Pope left the Pontifical States
.in “‘condequence of internal pressure France wonld:
bring him back to Rome, 83 she did in 184Y. But
the ftaly of 1866 i3 not the Italy of 17 yeara ago, and
T greatly.doubt that her Government—so long, at
+1east, a8 Ricasoli 15 at itg head —would tamely sub-
.amit to auch ;re-imposition of & departed Pontff, It
. {msy he seld-that it would be  madoess for Ilaly to
.engage.;in.&: .struggle - with . France; but we have
.ately. scen that she can maie . alliances when she
< finda her foe "too strong to cope with single-handed,
. 1tis neceesary, however, to anticipate fresh Earopean
' confliots ofi:ascount of what is now passing or likely
to pass in;Iialy.: The Bmperor haa not risked, brav-
ing disegreeables and - offending < friends, .in order to
leava) Rome with the-dides of returning to it.in a burry,
Having got so far out of the scrape, it would be the.
height of quixotism: again to put lance inrest of
dafenca:of. the - windmills of the temporal-power.—
Times - Cor, .. T
The Movimento publishes the following letter from
Garibaldi =’ E0 L T mee T
Py ipaR-1TALIANS. — Liord Joba Ruggell ia coming”
to visit Italy. ~ I.wish to make known to my com.
patriota thay the illustrious statesman in 1860 threw
Into the geale of our countrs’s destiny the powerfal

ki

-which we are surrouuded.

voice of Eagland againgt those who Wished to lnter-
emancipstion.
tated, and the gulon of the Italisn fawmily.now 8o

nobje pergon,
tatitude, | - .
t Oaprers, Deo, 4, 1866 . ¢ G. GARIBALDL
Roue, —~The Pope has' addressed an invitation to
the’ Bishopsof the Oathollc world to sggemble 'at
Rome in the month of June, ‘1867, to celebsats .the
18th contenary of the Martyrdom of the Apostle
Peter srd Paul, and the canonization of several
Martyrs, confessors, and virgias. )

Kivepox or NaPLeS.—The military tribunals have
proved guilty of & fresh enormity, which confirma
the truth "of onr previous statement « propos of the
Apostate Rotolo—~namely, that the Piedmontese do
not deal ont even-handed justice, and that the de-
position of a malefactor is sulficieat to get the ac-
cased pentenced to hard labor. Withia the last few
days, Pietroo Fria, and Santa Fria, a young girl
sixteen years old, were tried betore the third military
wribunal, sitticg at Martorana. Tkey ware brother
and sister, and the former wag charged with having
been caposquudra (leader of a band), and the latter
with baving and abetted the rebellion. There was
no proof-sutlicient to sustain this twofold accusation,
and the depositions of the Witnesses were in favor of
the parties ; overvbady was convinced of their inno.
cence, and it was considered a matter of certainty
that tbey would be get at liberty. But poj the
tribunal chose to rely on the deposition of Gamf,
the informer, whese motive had been to avenge an
old wrong, and the unlucky Fria was sentenced to
twenty years of hard labor, while his aister got ten
yenrs of imprisonment, We might cite many such
insiances of Piedinontese justice, did our space allow
The truth is beginniog to come gut about the insur-
rection of September, The Precursore, s revolation-
ary jourmal, which bas always been notorious for
brioging the Clergy and people of Palermoiuto dise
credit abroad by means of 1ts odious calumnies, bag
suddenly changed ita tone, and solemaly retracted
everything that it has sa'd. We beg to call the
especial attention of our readers to the following
passage, which has been translated literally; ! The
Precursore itself was among those who calumniated
the country in speaking of fictitious outrages, of
which the corpse of Bolla (the Commissary of Police
wha was Ekilled at Monreale) was said to have been
the subject ; now it invents no more lies, It has
slandered the people of Palermo, wko, left to them.
gelves, have not committed the twentieth part of the
horrors that were perpetrated in 1848 and 1860. It
bas elandered the country by attributing to it & part
of the reactior, which it never took ; for it onght to
be nniversally known that the movement of Ssptem.
ber was 8n explosion of discontent, that it was se-
conded by all parties, includiog that of the Govern-
ment, but that no one party took the lead. We must
henceforth come out of the putrid atmosphere by
We must be guided by
liberty and law, which mus' be regpected even when
we are deslicg with enemies. This programme 1s
the only safe one, snd better 18 it to descend in‘o the
tomb than cry with the rsbble, 'Death to Jesus!
long life \o Barrabbas!' This language appesring
83 it does in the columns of & bighly revolutionary
journal, smounts to a reve’ation which will eurage
the organs of the liberal party in the Peuiasula, for
the jofamous calumnies with which hey bave as-
persed Siciiy are no longer unveiled to BEurope by
the Catholic Preas alone, but by one of their most
devoted partizans.

on, the well merited expression of

BAVARIA.

The relations betwixt Qhburch and State in Bava-.
ria, and the degree of freedom which that Qonatitu-
tional State, with its preponderatingly Catbolic po.
pulation, allows in matters of religion, has been in-
structively illustrated by a receat tranaaction which
has caused congiderable commotion. Itappears that
since the Autumn of 1865 several priests of the So-
ciety of Jesus have visited Ratisbon, some of them
staying for & shorter, some for a longer period.—
During their visita which were often of brief dura-
tion, they resided either with the Bishop or in the
Episcopal Seminary. From Ratigbon they frequently
visited cther towns and dioceses to preach midsions
to the people, and to give retreais to the clergy, and
with the authorisation of tbe bishops shared i the
ordinary care "of gouls, (The number of parochial
clergy in Bavaris 13 notoriously ingufficigns for tre
spiritual wants of ke faithful). The righy wing of
the famons old mopestery of the Scottiah Benedic-
tinea at Ratisbon, concerning which a few years
ago an interesting article appenred in the Edinburgh
Review, and which bhad been letas private residences
waa destined by the Bishop of Ratisbon tor the re-
ception of of these Fathers, and after the termination
of the tepants’ terms and ceriain alterations aad re-
pairs, the R.R. F.F. Ehrensberger, Kohlschreiber,
and V. Peikhoven, all three native Bavarian citizens
took up their abods in it iast October. In thosame
mouth they were joined by two priests of the So-
cety (foreigners), and a lay Brother, and the six
lived in community. It is also stated that the
Bishop of Ratigbon destined one of the Fathers to
underteke the direction of the Episcopal Seminary.
Meanwhile, the municipal authovities bad made ne
objection, but the Radical press commenced a
frightful outery, and demanded the expulsion ot ihe
Fathers.

The (3overnmenst interfersd on the ground that, by
the Bavarian Oonpstitution, no new religions socie-
tieg and institutes can be formed in Bavaria withont
the oo-operation of the Government and the express
permission of the Sovereign. Accordiegly the
Minigtry for Affairs of Religioa and Eduestion de-
gired the Presidency of the province to tnform the
Bishop of Ralisbon with reference to sce, 76, tit. ¢
of the Appendix to the Constitution, and Art. 7 of
theConcordat, that his Lordship's conduct had fa-
tringed on the Constitution and oa the Coocordat,
and unless desisted from wonid nedessitate legal
proceedings againat him. The Bishop of Ratishon
yielded under protest; and the Fathers have with-
deawn., But it is stated in the Augsburg Guzelfe
that his Lordship informed the Government that Le
reserved the question of legal right, and yielded to
the demand for the sols reason that ¢ at & time when
the existing condition of 'sociely made any weakon-
ing of the authority of the Government, especially
undesirable, he was unwilling 1o creats further diffi-
culties for the Government in this aflair.’ There is
no better baroxeter cf Catholicism than the illua-
trious company of Jesus. Whers they are bonored,
protected and loved, the religious atmosphere Iz calm
and bright. When they are treated with coidness,
hostility, or insult, the religious atmosphere is
gloomy and ill boding. What a situation for a
country like Bavaria, with its great msjority of Ca-
tholics! The Bavarian Government, instead of se-
conding the efforts of the Bishop of Ratisbon, and of
at once supp!ying the permissicn, ‘which they claim
the legal right to acoord or deny, actually compels
him, by a-threat of prosecution, to forego the ser-
vices of the Jesuit Fathers, deprives his flock of the
‘benefit of ‘the arrangementa which he had made for
their Bpiritual welfars, and chasez the willing la-
borers out of the vineyard of Ohrist.

¢ . . RUSSIA. :
A lotteriffom Warsaw in the Posen Journalsays:

¢ Russis ig secretly arming te a considerable extent~— -

thefact is undeniable. An incredible activity preyails
in her arsenals; she in converting the old infantry
mugkets into needle rifles, and filling up the regiments
in short, she is "putiing hergelf in a condition to be
propared for any event ‘next, spring. The superior
‘officers bolicve they will be called upon to'enterons
campaign at taat period, . However, it is only stating
the.truth to say that up to the present no change bas
been made.in the cantonments of the Russian army,
and that the military force has not been increased in

tho kingdom of Poland.

vene aod to- solate. in Sicily the movement, for:
Thanks to the " genercus idea the:
deliverance of yhe’Neapolitan continent was facili-:

happily accomplisbed, beccme possible.  To this’

_The recruiting twhich .is to take place jo Russia
from the 27th‘January "to'the 27th ‘of February, at
the rate of four conséripts per 1,000 inhabitants; and
five.per 1,000 in certain districts, will . produce 850,
000" men. The Russian army at present numbers
800,000 men under arms; add:to which the 850,000
produced by the new levy, and the roand aumber is
1,650,000 men, o -

The Globe inform its readers that the Russian Go-
vernment is bent npon convertiog the Polish populs
tion from the Oatholic to the Greek Ohurch, and it
varries on it work of conversion in the same rough
aod ready fashion as Peter the Great adopted towards
bis Boyards, whom be tanght civilisation by cotting
off their beardeand teaching them to dance. Indeed,
this is much too mild a paralle!; for in the Polish
provincea at pregent, the work of coaversion is but
another name for persecution, and finde & just parallel
only in the forcible means by which the Turks of old
convected their European subjects trom Christian iate
Yahometans, ‘ ' )

A correspordent of -the Czas, describing the state
of matters iz Lithoania and White Russia, says:—
*The peasant who resolves to baptise his child ac-
cording to the rites of the Qatholic Churca iz fined
30 roubles, while he who presents his chila to a
priest of the Greek Church for hapiism receives a
douceur of fifteen roubles. The Government officials
a0d employes who retuse to adopt the Greek faith
are pitijesslv expelled from the service, without the
least consideration for them or for their families ; the
funds belonging to the Catholic churches are being
geized, nnd the ecclesiastics are deported, in order to
accelerafe the work of conversiun’ An efficer of
the gendarmerie wio was commissioned to asaistin
the conversion of the Catholic population in one of
the parigbes of Lithuaania, gives the following ac
count of the process:~* When & considerable num-
ver of the peasantry were :ssembled in the Oatholic
church, a body ot iroops surrounded the edifice —the
pope (Greelc priest) chalice in hand, was brought in;
snd, while the congregation in silence awaited what
was to follow, the pope went from one individual to
acotber to dispense the Sacrament. If any one
slosed his teeth, and refused to accept the Sacra-
meat, the goldier who accompanied the pope opened
the mouth of the recaleitrant with his bayonet.’ Such
is the process of Muscovite conversion !

A new kind of Protesting or politico religious sect
has sprung vp in Russia, of whick we find the fol.
lowing notice 1=

The * Nihilists,’ who are now occupying eo wuch
attention, and against whom the Goveraor of Nijni-
Novgorod, General Ogareff, bas just published a for-
mal declaration of war, have npothing in common
with any of the political sects to be found in the West
of Earope, This reflection must be gratifying to those
thorough going Russinns who hold ihat their coun-
try onght no longer to be indebted for the slightest
thing to the West, and that, in the spiritual
ad well as the material world, it iz bouod to
gupply it3a own wanls from its8 own peculiar re-
gources, Political economy, for inatance, is said by
people of this way of thinking to be a very good
thing for Eogland, but quite uafitted for Rnssie. Tt
wag grave!y asserted not long ago in a scientific
journal published at Moscow that Russia had had
enough of * German physiology,’ and that it must
have its own ' Rusaian physiclogy’ now. The gene-
ral disigion of political men into Liberals and Con-
secvatives hug loag baen objected to as suitsd only to
the effete Weat, though in Russia, as in other coun.
tries, 1Le political world 18 made up of those who
wish to keop things &8 they are and those who wish
to change them, as they think, for the better. " The
great merit of the Nihilist party seema to be that it
has no principies at all. Not that a Nihiliat is epea
to conviction—ha is already convioced thst there is
¢ nuthing new, nothiog true, and thatit don'taignify *

Some notion of the difficulty of definieg Nibiliam
may be derived from the fact that M Sch=do Ferrotii,
writiog oa the subject in his journal, hat already
published four long chapters without telling us what
the thing means, The Nihiliats would be mortified if
it could be proved that, instead of being an original
Russian product, ¢ Nihilism’ was anly an adaptation
of American ¢ Know Nothingism ; but there i3 a cer-
tain aonlogy betwesn the two nevertbeleas.. One of
the first duties of a Nihilist, for iastance, i3 to keep
clear of foreigners and to ignore foreign iofluences.
Indeed they ignore everything—even crinoline, which
the female Nihiligts of Nijni Novgorod, to the rage
and indignation of General Ogareff, refuse to wear.
Call * Nihilism® the negaticn of all that now existain
Russa, and we get at what is probably the truth of
the matter-—that the Nihiligie are a party of exireme
Radicals or Revolutioniats, whose firat step, if they
had the power, wounld be to make a {ubula rase of all
political, social, and rcligious institutions. ¢ Non
credum in nonm Daum’ is suid to be the first artiele
of thig nica little beliet, of which taking it aliogether,
it would be unfuir to coatest the originaliry,

*In the streets of Nijai.Novgnrod,’ says Genorsl
Ogarcl, in bis order on the subject, ‘ladies and
yourg girls are seen attired 1n aspecial costume
which the women of the aeetof * Nihilists® have
approprieted to tham:elvea, This costume is, for the
most part, a3 follows: —A round hat, beneath which
the hair i3 cut cloze to tne head, green spectacles,
hoods, no crioline.!

After this strange description of what i3 certainly
a very atrange costume, Genersl Ogareft goes on to
say that, since the crime of the 4:hof April, the
party io which the malefactor belooged has besn
stigmatised in the eyes of all right-minded " persons
20 that the public exhibition of the costume adepted
by the women of this party can only be locked upon
by the guardians of Public order asan act of ineo-
lence, deserving not only blame, but alto the moss
promp repression,  Aocordingly, ne directs ke
police to f pay attention’ to all women dresged in the
costun:e jndicated, and to summon them to the palice
effice, where they are required 10 sign a formal pro-
mwige 10 adop! forthwith another aund more szitable
garb, In case of refusal or of subsequent contraven-
tion, they are expelled from the provineial, and, more.
over, placed under the surveillance of the palice, who
will cbaerre f their modes ot life, their acts, and their
contections.’

This orderbas been published in the official jonrnala
of ihe province of Nijoi-Novgorod, apd hes naturally
caused much exciterment and alarm. It i3 asked in
virtua of what law General Ogareff forbids women
to wear green spectacles, and compels them to wesnr
crinolive. As long as his edict remains in foree any
ledy who may chance to appear in the streets of
Nijoi-Novgorod without enough cricoline to satisfy
the taste of the police exposes herself to insult avd
arreat. Qeneral Ogarefl’s order is clearly a plagiar-
ism from those iseued by General Mouravieff, at
Wilca, and Counc Berg, at Warsaw, in respect to
the mourning worn by the Polish ladies during the
late insucrrection, Nihilism may be a very foolish
and injurioua thing; but edicts imposing ths nse of
crinotine are worae. The introduction iato Ruasia
proper of the system ¢f oppression, applied with so
much geverity in Polacd, is very . gignificant, and
ghows tbat when the Russians have learced to prac.
tise tyranoy in one part of the empire they are nat
likely <0 coatinue 1t in avother,—Pall Mall Gazetie,

TALE OF THR ARDENNES.

¢The cow must go, Marguerite ! it is better for
the children to do without milk. than to be turned
out of doors, and that we certainly shall be ifthe rent
be not paid on Monday week, Pierre can come with
me to the fair on Wednesday and lead ber there, and
if we get a good price for her, we may 'do"yet. But
eell her.we must; it is our only chaaee.)-

Jacques- Maillard was- afarmer, and lived on the
ontskirts of the Foreat o€ Ardennes, A:onetime.he
had been very well off, and being active, 'industrious,
ard religious, the good onre had thought it a very

happy thing for Margurite Lessine. a poor orphan,

“when Jacques. proposed .to himt that they.. should .be- |
.come man and wife. But they had a numerous family. |

Marguerite's  health-: became::delicats, and a fever
which attacked her husband and several of -her chil-
at once exhausted the little ready money they had
hitberto saved. Even after his recovery, it waslong
before Jaoques waa fit to resume his work. Every-
thing was dear in consequence of a bad season ; their
neighbors were nearly as il! off 'ag’ themeelves ; and
‘the cura, though he did"what he could, had too maay
poor to be of much assistance to them. The land-
lord, who generaliy lived in Brussels, employed an
agent to receive his rents every year, and this ageat
had no pity for the poor farmers in distress. Besides
this, Jacqus bad less to expect from him thkan any
one elge, having bad & quarrel with bim a year or
two before on account of & poor man he had turned
out of his farm ; and report whispered thuc u cuusin
of his was anzious to get Dossession of Jacquea’s farm,
if any plausible excuse could be found for foreing him
to guit it. The rent fell due sbount this time; and
by selling the greater part of bis sicek the poor man
had made up the sum. One cow a {avorite of his
wife's, was all he had kept; but another bill for
pbysic required duriog his iliness having come ig,
the sum prepared for the rent had to be broken io
upon. The agent refused to take anything lesa than
the eatire sum due, and ag we have seen, poor Jacques
bed now made up his mind to part with Marguerite's
oid favorfie.

The fair.day srrived only too soon, and meany
tears were ghed by poor Marguerite and her litile
children ag they saw their pet led ont by Pierre, be-
fore proceeding to the fair. Pierre himself wasg as
8sorry as any of them: for it had long been his occa.
pation to go out with her among the lanes to logk for
grads. In Belgium, es in Germeny, everything is
pul to use, even the way gide grasa, [t is either cut
do#n and brought home for the cow, or, ag in the
family of Jacques Maillard, a little boy or girl is sent
to lead the auimal by a rope, and while allowing her
to.pick up all that wounld otherwise bs wasted, pre-
vent ber destroying the fences or young trees, But
though Pierre had bacawe very fond of his charge,
he remembered that he was the eldestof the family,
and hound to show a8 good example, and that it
would ot be manly for a boy of twelve to cry like
little Suzette or Mimi : besides, waa be not going to
lesd the cow a&ll the way to the faic? and then the
fair iteelf ! What beantifal thicgs would he not see
there! what iong storiss would he not have to tell
the children when he came back about all the won-
ders he had witnessed ; and perhaps if the cow sold
well, his father would be able to apare him some 2en-
times for gingerbread, which he would bring home to
dry the tears of the little ones. Oonsoled by these
thoughts, Pierrs once more kissed little Mimi, the
yonugest of the children, and, promising her a dou-

ble share of ginger bread if she were Food, and did’

not cry till he came back, he manfully trudged off
beside hia father,

It waz & long way across the forast. before ihey
reached the little town where the fair was held, and
Pjerre had coften to get his father’s assistance to
bring on 1ke cow ; for the poor beast did not under-
stand why she waa not allowed as usual to stop
where she liked sad pick up the sweo: grass, Jacques
himself wasg very quiet and sad and though little
Pierre had apreat many guestions so ask, be soon
saw that his father’a mind was fixed on other things
than his replies to him. ¢Yonare turning & great
boy now, Pierre,’ he said at laat, ¢ and I thick a good
boy. Ifanything were to happen to me, your mother
and little sisters would have no ome to look to but
you. Would yon not be very kind to them ¥

Poor Pierre was now indeed very like to cry.—
¢ Oh, father,’ he said, ‘ to ba sure § would ; but why
do you spesk that way? why should anything happen
1o 5;?11? what weuld become of ua all witheut
you

*God would toke care of yiu, Plerre, Ido not
know exactly why I speak to you this way; but it
is good alwaya to ba prepared for death, and somebow
I do not think miceis far ¢ff. You know I went
yesterday to confession, and this mornieg ta early
mass to communion; and yeaterday M, le Oure bade
me come ipto ihe sacristy after Masgs to day to speak
to him. Well, hessked me if I had a miraculous
medal, and when 1 said 1 bad not, and asked what
it was, he told me that it waa 8 medal with a figure
of our Blessed Lady onir, and a prayer to her, and
\bat whoever weara it is under her especial pro-
tection. M. le Gure, said that mepy people have
been preserved, by wearing this wedal, iz the gresat-
est dungers ; and that even should it pot be the will
of God rhat the body should be saved, the Blessed
Virgin will reward those who trast in her and wear
thia medal 10 her honor by belog near them when
they die, and helping them to make a good and holy
desth. M, le Cure gave me a medal this morning;
for he said in our misfortunes I needed all the help !
could get; and he bas promised to give them to your
wother. and to yeu alse. Butl think I shou!d like
you to wear this one now ;' and so sayiog, Jacques
put the riband to which the medal was attached
round Pierre's neck,

¢ But, fatber)’ said Pierre, quite frightened, ! i3 there
any denger pow ? and if there be, why do you not
keep the medsi yourself ?

I do not know of any danger, Pierre, 8aid Jaques;
¢ but I have heard it s2id that God sometimes warns
people before they are going to die by making toem
think of death very much, And if it be his will that I
should die eoon, I hope Iam prepared to do so by
the holy sacramente I received yesterday and to day.
But, azy wuy, I wish you to wear toe medal ; and,
dear, Pierre, pray very often to the Blessed Virgin

that ahe may help you to prepars well for your firat’

communion, Which, you know, M. le Qure intenda
you to receive next Easter.’

By this time they had arrived near the town where
the fair was held, snd as a great many peopls wers
on the rosd, the conversation was dropped. For
gome Lime Pierre was silent and thoughtful, for he
could not get cut of his head what his futher hed
said to him ; but by degrees the novelty of all around
him roised his naturally gay apirits, and he amused
himself perfectly. The fair, however, was not a
good one, owing to the bad season ; there were 100
many people in the same situation as Jucques —mors
sellers than buyers. As the cow was a very fice
animal, many people came-lo ask her price ; but no
one would give what Jaeques knew to be her just
velue, and as the agent refused to receive anything
iess than the entire rent, a smaller sum wonld have
been useless to him. With a heavy heart he saw one
after anotber of his hoped-for purchasers turn away,
and at last almost all the business of the fair had
been transacled, and the .sports were about to
commence, and still poor Jicques was in the same
sitoation.

Quite worn ocut, and almost desparing, he called
Picrre, and was on the point of quitting the fair and
leading his cow homse, when thres men came up to
bim and asked the price of the animal. Jacques
mentioned the sum tlrat wag pecessary to him, though

with gearcely any hope of receiving it nfier bis bad

success dariog the aay. But to his surprise the men
made oo objection ; on the contrary, they eaid she
wasg a very fine animal, and worth the money, and at
once closed the bargsin, The cow was delivered,
sud the money paid ; and now Jacques, whosa spirite
were raiged by his success, allowed :Pierre to amuse
bimself for an hour looger, and gave him a .whole
franc to spend in preaents for his little aiaters. -

At last, about five'in the afternooa, they set off on’

their return. bome ;. Pierze loaded, with-a great cake
of gingerbread, so heavy that he was much tempted
to eat & piece to make it lighter. At first Jacques

wag in good spirits,-but after gome-time. he .became.

silent and grave as 1o the morning.. They had eaten

little all day, and about six they stopped at a small’

suberga. on-itheir: way:‘ta take some' refreshment.
While it was getting ready, Pierre looked out of the
window to watch what was going on outside. ‘Oh,
father,” he cried, ‘there ara the men that dought our

cow ; but how ¢dd it is, she is not' with them |
‘Oome away frow the window, Pierre, and eat yoqr
supper,’ oried his father; ! we have no time to loge, if
w3 wounld be howme betore dark.! . - '

- Their aimple repast was soon finished ; but beforg
it wag done, Jacques took an opportunity, whea pp.
body wag in the room, to tell Pierre they woyjd
change burdens tor the regt of the journey, hat b
would carry the gingerbread, and that Pierrs mygy
take charge of the mooey. Fortunately part of j
wasg iu gold, g0 the weight was 1ot 8o great as if g .
bed been in five-francs pieces, £8 iz often the cpge
in Belgium ; and, invigorated by the refreshmept
they had taken, they marched stoutly on towargg
home.

They had now come to a very thick part of the

‘woad, aud 8s the evering was sdvancing, every.

thiog looked very glovmy, and Iierre in¥ Muotariy
oressed close to his father for protection. And theg
waa some resson for his fears; for suddenly thres
men with black masks, and dressed in tha ordinsry
blue blouses of the couatry, leaped upon them, ang
atiacked Jacquea. The poor man bad werely time 1o
gay to hig child, ¢ Rug, Pierre; I command you rug v
when he was koocked dewn ; one of the ruffans wpg
pulled to the ground with him, and while the otherg
were occupied tryiog to disengage bim trom Jaeques's
graap, Pisrre set of as fast as his heels would carry
him by a side path of the wood.

How be rap, this poor child! Itseerued to him
that be still heard his father's groans, end every
moment he looked round expecting to see some of
the muraerers in purssit of him. At this moment pa
remembered his medal, and all that his father hag
told him about it in the morning. * O my Mother,;
he eried ; I am your child, and wear your medal, uod
I am in great danger—save me, 83 you have promised
to do’

By 1thiz time he was tiearly exhauated; his ex.
cesaive terror alonme gave him strength Lo continue
biss flight ; but bappily be saw before him an opening
in the wood, to which he directed his steps; ang
what was hiz joy when he reached itto find g
house! He ran up fo the door, which was fagtened,
acd koocked loudly § in & fow minutes ii wes opeped
by an old woman, who scolded bim at firat for mak-
ing such a noise ; but when she saw the siale he was
in, and whea he bad told bile story, she desired him
to come in and rest himself. She also gave him
some soup from & pot on the fire, and told him he
should !ie down on her son's bed to recruit his
strength, The poor boy could searcely swallow ang-
thing for his tears, for he had no hope now for his
fathec ; but he thankfully accepted the-old woman’s
offer of a bed,

¢ So these wretches gained nothing by the marder,’
she zaid, a8 she conducted bim up a laddsr to the
loft where theshed he was to oceupy was placed.

 No,' said Pierre; ‘a8 [ told you, my father had
given me the money we got for the cow, and lie took
the ginger-bread. Ah! perbaps if his hacde had
not been filled, be might have dsfended himsslf bet-
ter and escaped. But still, God knows bast; and if
Lo had not given me the money, it might not have
been saved for my mother. But, ok, bow fortunate I
am to have got here! 1 could not bhave gooe much
further ; and they would have come up 1o me and
murdered me also,’

¢ Yes,’ repiied the old woman, with a peeuliar
gmile, ¢ it is very fortunate that you have come here.
Lis down, vow, and rest yourself.’

Pierre willingly obeyed her, and in spite of his
grief, hin fatigne was s great thet he knew he would
goon sgleep. Before closing his eyes, however, hé
took out his medal, kissed it over and over again,
thanked hiz dear Mother for baving preserved him
hitherto, and implored her te briog him back soon to
be a comfort and a stay to his remsining parent,—-
Then making the sign of the cross he waa soon fast
arleep. .

It m'ght be about two houra after he bad Ilaid
down, ihat Pierre started up, alarmed by hesring &
knock at the house door- It was immediateiy open-
ed, and then he could distinguish men’s voices. It
wag now quite dari, exceps that the moonbrams ille-
mised oue corner of ke loft \hrough a small win-
dow. The poor child waa in so0 agitated a state after
all thot bad befallen him, that he felt ke could not go
to sleep again; and he 83t up in bed trembling and
ligtenlng. Jast then a cow lowed, apparently in
paseing across the yard; and what was Pierre’s
amazement, when he thought he recognized the voice
of his own old favorite who had been 80ld thut day
&t the fair. He rose, and climbed up to the window
to look out, and there io be sure she was, aud one of
the men who had bought ber wase tying her up, *¢I
can’t sleep any more,’ thought the poor boy ; ¢ and I
am frightened to stay up here aloue, so L shall go
down bzside the people of the bouse.! He had tsken
off his shoes before iying dowr, and counld not ficd
tkem ia the derk; so, without gpeading more time is
the gearch, he'proceeded 1o the doot at the ctber end
of the loft which {ed to the ladder,

Juat ag he was about to push the door open, Pierre
impelled by a feeling for which hs could not account
stopped to listen and ook tbrougk & troken panel.—
The man who had been fastening up the cow had
now'cme in, ard all thres were in tke kitchen with
the old women ; but what wag Pierre’s horror to see
pieces of biack crape, like what th =s:azsins of uis
of hia father bad worn, lyiog beside thsm oz the
tablo 83 if just thrown off, while one of the mer wa3
washing btoody staina from his face and hands.’

‘80 the boy escaped with the money, after all?’
askod the old woman, ®ith & mockivg lavgh; ‘and
you have a murder on your conscience for nothiag!
Clever fellows, you are, to be sur

t Yes,’ replied oce of the men, with a horrible
oath; “IF T bad canght the young rescul, he should
have saffered for tha chase be gave me. While
Robert who had no marks of the work on him, went
back to fetch the cow, Guillaume and I searched
every part of the wood ; but the young devil escaped
us, after all.!

¢ Well, well, said the old woman, ‘I who staid
guietly at home kave made a bstter day's work of it
than you thres with all your trouble, for I have
caged the young bird He came knockingat the
door to ask for shelter, told me all the story, and
how he had the money instead of bis father ; and he
is now sourd asleep in Guillaume's bed at the far end
of the loft.’

s He is here, then,’ cried oue of the men ruaning
towards the ladder, ¢ He shall soon sleep sounder
sti*}, then®;} and he was on the point of climbing up,
when Guillaume called him back,

¢ Qan't you atay till after supper?’ he 8aid; ¢ here
it i all ready ; the Dboy can't escape us now ; had
wa may as_ well make ourselves comforlable.’

At the moment when the man seemed ou the point
of coming up, Pierre had once more preseed his medal
{o hie lips; and, ob, whet aforvent prayer did he
offer up internally to the Blessed Virgin to finish the
work she had begun, and.eave him ounce more from
the hands of theee orue]l men. Then, seeing that
they hed sat dows, he elipped quietly back towards
the window, and examined it to see if there was aoy
possibility of escaping. . . ] .

As the house wag low, Pierre saw tbat by tying
the bed clothes together, he could . easily let himself
down to the ground, were he onge outeide, But the
window was- 80 narrow, it waa almost impossible to
.get through. ¢ O Mother, help'me I' he cried ; and
then tylng all the mouey in his hankerchief, ho push-
ed it through firat, and Stripping off his "'ooat, be
with the greatest dificulty managed. to-get ‘through
theopening: .. ... .. Lot L -
Once upou the ground, all hig fatigde geemed gone j
he ran.-on a8 far-a8 he.could ’ judge in the: opposite
directon from: that ;by. Which he had. reached ”thav,
house. ‘'O Mother; I have "your medal'l aave me "
be coried, andstill‘he fan _on, ‘ Bat nowy all-his pre-
vious fatigue began to tellon him ; hin limba tottered,
he thought he should fall ; 6ud just then he heard the'.
gound of & horae’s fout. It might be hig puraners i
they bad missed him, and there was no chance of



