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SHAWN NA SOGGARTH ;
OR,

TtHE PRIEST-HUNTER.

AN I[RISH TALE OF THE PENAL TIMES.

BY M. ARCHDEACON, ESQ.y

Quthor of the Legeads of Connaught,” §e.
(Concluded.)

There was no atlendance at the wake beyond
the drunken househiold, with lhg exceplion of a
few aged pensants, male and female, who were
induced to resort to it for the sake gf the cheer,
which they rightly Judged woul'd be hbcral!y doled
out. DBut, early in the ensuing day, Sir Jobn,
Flolliot, and Baker met together in the Hall,
each intent on lus own interest, Thg baronet
took on himsell the resjronsibility uf opening
doors and ransacking presses and drawers,

i There is no will or memorandum of any in-
tended Dequest or legacy, he saild when the
search was closed, and the {ew papers found mi-
nutely examned 5 and, as the sister of the de-
ceased is a papist, and not in the country be-
sides, it becomes iy duty to take possession of
the property and chatties for the crown, to which,
under the eircumstances, the entire, of course,
reverts.”

«1 pelieve, Sir John, I will save you the
trouble of locking after one moi_etly of the estate,
at all events,’ said Baker, with difficulty suppress-
ing a grin, as he drew forth a copy of the de_ed
of sale, the title deeds, a receipt for the monies
banded over as part payment of the purchase
wmoney, and a copy of the securities entered into
for the payment of the remainder. .

«Tt 1qust be all a fabrication, exclaimed Ffol-
fiot violently, *¢ or else you (to Baker) got him
to sigu it in his drunkenness. e never had an
idea of disposing of any part of the estate to
you. I hold mortgages on it for six thousand
pounds: and 1t was to me he intended to make
the sale whenever he should make it, as you,
yourself, Baker, must admit if you speak the
truth.’ ) .

« 1 can attest that such was your intention at
alt events ; and T would advise you asa _fneud,
Mr. Flolliot, to be a little more guarded in your
language, and to rerollect that you are not now
i contact with the respectatle female society of
Fholliot’s Grove. Sir Joln will see at once

| whether the papers be genuine or not'—the at-

torney reached aver one of the papers, with im-

perfectly suppressed triumpl, to the baronet,. ‘
 The papers are, 1 dare say, all correct,’ said

Sir Jobn glancing carelessly over them; ¢ but

they can have no effect in altering the ceurse I

mentioned as my duty.) Baker stared at him 3
and the baronet, smiling one of his grimmest
smiles, # You had nformed yoursell, of course,
Mr. Baker, when making this purchiase, that Sir
Gerald Lynch obtained a general grant of s
property, that it might descend to females, fail-
ing male beirs, and that he was one of the very
few Copnaught gentry that had the prudent fore-
sight to have it enrolled regularly by the proper
officer)’

Not, bad an earthquake shaken the ground
beneath him, could the attorney bave looked
niore frightenedly bewildered, than did he now,
when he found that Sir John was completely
versant with the nature of the grant. _

« But surely, Sir John, sud Ffolliot, T will
be paid at once the six thousand, for which 1
bold the mortgages.’ _

T will be plain and briel with you both, gen-
tlemen,” said Sir John, looking from one to the
other, ¢ particularly as I am limited w point of
time, and tell you at once, that I am confident
that the crown will be very reluctant to sanction
repayment of monies lent at usurious interest, or
a sale of so questionable a nature, where its own
interests are at stake, and where a legthrpa}e
climant may appear any day, shouk! tlat giddy
girl take 1t into her head to conform.

And no further admission or encouragement
could either attormey or magistrate obtain frowm
the baronet, though the conference lasted for
some minutes after, during which they argued,
complained, and entreated. ‘

Mingled with the annoyance felt by the over-
reached plotter, as they rode together from the
Hall, was one thought, that gave each some con-
solation, namely, that his compauion was upsuc-
cessful as well as himself. This was, however,
they had
now ascertained that their interests were not
clashing, _

“« Well,’ said Ffolliot, ¢ Sir Jobn would be an
overmatch for ofd Nick himself; and I wouid
bet the interest of my money that he’ll manage
to get the property into his own clutches, instead
of letting 1t go to the crown. But are we cer-
tain of being retunded even the advanced§money
quietly ? )

“ Wiy, considering whose grasp is now on the
estate, T wish we had even that without trouble
or delay. However, [ think we shall succeed so
far at least, by rather gomg with the current of

Sir Joha’s own schemes, than attempting to
thwart them.’ :

The funeral procession was almost as thin as
the wake had been, being limited 1o the same
persons that bad attended the former, with the
additron of Sir John, Mr. Gordon, and a few
others ; and, ¢ unwept, unhonored,” without tear
or lament, the remamns of the undutiful and pro-
fligate conformist were laid beside those of bis
ancestors, whose clay, if sentieat, would lave
shrunk in horror from the pollution of his cca-
duct. B

We shall pow, according to what we may call
ehinost imperative presciiption, say a few words
sbout the other prineipal personages of our tule,
and drop the curtai.

Arthur and Frank obtaiced commissions in
the Trish Brigade, where thewr gallant bearing
among the gallant, achieved for them both fame
and rank. When the long expected annuls of
ihat Brigade, so rencwned for its heroic bravery,
makes 1ts appearance, we have no doubt we shall
find the names of both recorded us having dis-
tinguished themselves in many a hard-fought field,
as well as at the celebrated battle of Fouatenoy,
where the Epglish chivalry were dooined to ex-
perience one of the darkest disasters that sha-
dows the generally victorious annals of DBritam,
and where the daring bravery of the two Irish
officers we are treating of, was eminently coa-
gpicuous in the decisive charge.

Arthur renounced his paternal suraame, and
assumed that of his mother, Reilly ; and it was
under that name lie received the hand of Ellen
Lycch, the ensug year, as she had resisted all
his importunities for their union durng that in-
terval, which she spent in a convent, the prioress
of which had been a very early friend of her
mother’s. Both of them had beard of the
death of ‘the conformist and the taking posses-
sion of the property by Sir John. But Arthur
was now proceeding nrosperousiy in his cureer of
arms, for which he had always a partialiey. He
had a disrelisii, toa, for the locality 10 which his
family had been so detested, and he was per-
fectly aware how slender wouid be his chances
of success, in disputing claims with so powerful
an antagonist as Sir John Ingram, even should 1t
be still undiscovered in Ireland that he bhad borne
arms for a country hostile to Britain, He lived
and died i the service of IFrance; and many
gallant offcers bearing the name Petlle, his de-

' scendants, have since distingwished themselves in

the French service.

Frank’s marriage with ¢ the rose of DBallin-
tubber’ took place at the same tume with Ar-
thur's, aund Bessy always, previously, replied
laughingly to his proposals and entreaties, that it
would be ‘time enough to a bad market,” and
that she would certaioly follow the example of
the head of the family, his cousin.

A few months after her marnage, Aaron made
a journey te Fotterdum to meet herself and her
husband, a journey to whick he was as much in-
duced by the persuasions of Hetty Martthews
(now Andrews) whom he had taken as a help-
mate, after laving got rid of the impertineut m-
terference of his intended son-in-law, Mr. Sa-
muel MNab, as to bis desire to see his daughter
once more. Nothing could, however, induce
him to remain on the Continent ; and, after be-
stowing on hiy daughter his forgiveness and bless-
ing, with a few bundreds in addition, he returned
to the cottage, where he resided till lis death,
which took place a few years prior to that of his
honest-minded helpmate, who not having been
blessed with 1ssue, had the entice of Aaron’s sav-
ings through tfe (a round amount) with the ex-
ception of some trifling sums bequeathed to
friends, conveyed to her former mistress.

Fergus, in imitation of bis favorite ¢ mastber
Fraak,’ enrolled himself is the ranks of the
Brigade, aud literaily fought his way, through
bloody field and deadly breach, to a sword and
commussion ; so that Nancy, to whom he was
married immediately on reaching the Continent,
in the progress of a few years found berseltin a
situation she could never have dreamt of aspiring
to, that of an officer’s lady —namely, and the
wile of one of the boldest and bravest soldiers
iu that chivalrous Brigade, where all were
brave. _

His father, too, was placed, through the uu’iu—_
ence of Arthur and Frank, among the corps ol
sutlers in atltendance on the army—a berih
which Ned found to be entirely congeaial to bis
inclinations, and 10 which Ins knowledge ol ac-
counts and facility in picking up domestic words
of barbarous French, denived (he himsell said)
from his extensive knowledge of the Latin
tongue, made him in a short time, of consider-
able importance among his more 1gnorant com-
parions ; and so much were bis mind and dispo-
sition eplarged and improved by Ins improved
situation, that in the course of some time, he
himself was the principal means of obtaining a
 cituation subordinate to his own—for whom,
think you, gentle reader? for Dap Heraghty,
who bad also been compelled by persecution to
quit his native conntry, and whom he in general

- A1

and want of capacity. But this was human na-
ture ; and Dan, naturally good humored, and
i possessed of mucl shrewdness, by yielding sub-
missively to those e¢laims of superiority, man-
aged in a short period, to become as preata fa-
vorite with his former instructor and, afterwards
rival, as hie had been an object of dishke to
ua.

iie wrote an epithalinainm for the wedding of his
favorite ¢ the rosebud,’ which was chokeful of
the names of heatlien deities and heroes, and
which Johnny MfCunn said, bad neither rhyme
nor reason in 1t.

Johnny likewise becume a follower in the
army, and having the means of supplying lumself
with a varied stock, what between s skill in
selling, his ready wit and humorous habits, he
soon became a prime favorite among s reckless
purchasers, and in consequence, awmassed money
gradually. He still coiitinued his rhymag pro-
pensittes, and frequently, on a foreign soil, as he
hud before done on Iiish ground, stirred up Ned’s
wrath, which was, however, in general, soon
quenched 1w a jorum of wine or brandy. Ulti-
matsly lis savings went to aid the forlunes of
Fergis and Nancy, and their growing family.

We shall now briefly allude to the personages
of aur tale that remained in Ireland, with apo-
logies to the reader for having omitted to state
before, ihat in the same vessel with Aaron An-
drews and kis wife, was our old acquaintance
Katty Kivlin, to spend the remainder of her
days with her young lady, and make the iufant
Ffolliots or Reilles fumiliar with the language
aud proverbs of their fatherland, 2s well as to
give them a relisk for old Ireland altogether.—
“iv the words ov an ould colliagh was ov any
value.’

Flolliot was fain to accept, after considerable
delay, six thousand pounds—the bare amount of
the different monies he had leat, without a siggle
pound interest—from Sir John, who, according
to his amticipations either obtained from the
Crown a grant aitogethier of the late conformist’s
estate, or purchased it at.a low rate. He met
with other sources of discomfort also. Some
valuable leases fell out of his hands Ly the death
of the parties whose lives were inserted In ther,
and Sic Jobn, with whom he bad grown com-
pletely into disfavor, refused to renew Lhein with-
out raisiog the rents exorbitantly. lly, like-
wise, as she found lis infatuation inereased,
sbowed herself a very fermagent, besides that he
had no reliance on her fidelity. And the event
proved that he was right not to have placed any
faith in it; for, one night, after the termination
of one of their not vafrequent schemes, n the
course of which she bad exhausted her whole vo-
cabulary of abusive terms on his head, while he,
in return, threatened chastisemnent and expulsion,
she bade adieu to Ffolliot’s Grove for ever, with-
out ¢ one farewell to Rolla ;’ taking with her, as
the companion of Ler flight, Bryan Gaven, who
had remained in the neighborhood since Sir Ro-
bert’s death, aund lightening Ffolliot of the care
of money, plate, trinklets and debentures, to the
amount of a couple thousand pounds. So sue-
cessfuily, too, did they prosecnte their flight,
that, though the plundered man oflered a large
resvard for the apprebension of the plunderers,
they mauaged to turn the plate and jewels into
money, receive the amount of the debentures
and reach Amenica in seeurity, where they scat-
tered the pillage while it lasted, with a zeal as
untiring as its former owner had exercised in
amassing it.

Fiolliot ow wrote to Arthur, entreating him
earnestly to return, in whick case not only would
he resign to bim Flolliot’s Grove and the pro-
perty attached to it, but they would be enabled
between them (be expressed a firm courviction in
his letter) to make Sir John disgorge tie entire,
or at least a portion of the Liynch property.

But Arthur, in his reply, returned & most de-
cuded, though respectfully couched refusal, ex-
pressing bis high relish for his profession, and
stating that, on no terms would he ever return to
reside 1 the Grove or its locality. Thrown
now completely on himself, without friends and
. without principle, Ftolliot formed intimacy with
! persons he had before icoked down on, acquired
! habits of intemperance, to which he hdd never
! been addicted previously, and contracted a pas-
iston for gambling, which had formerly been an
rahomination to bim; so that, what with those
{ habits and some other chance reverses le met
with, at his death a few years after, all that re-
mawed to him, of the large sum he had been the
possessor of, was the six thousand pounds re-
funded by Sir John, and whick he had at once
nvested in tbe funds. 'This sum he drew the
week before his death, and forwarded to Arthur ;
the property of Ffothot’s Grove be had, by de-
gress, parted witk, as his son, from his present

We must not omit, in reference to Ned, that | | : ‘
meinber a bitter allusion made hy Baker, in our

treated with patromzing kindness; though, to be | of its produce, scarcely more remained at bis
sure, now and then, he asserted his own supe- | death than covered the funeral expenses.

riority, by some disparaging allusion to by-gone |
tiwes, or by damning his quondam rival’s dullness | to the benevolent rector, to be distributed in

One thousand, of the six, Arthur retransmitted

charities, that the name of his family might, in
after tunes, be remembered with blessings, as 1t
had been bitherto named only with curses.—
Need we tell the reader it was promptly, judi-
cionsly and liberally applied, without sectarian
distinction or partiality ?

The ebb of fortune’s tide swept with 1t more
of worldly comlort and hope from the attorney,
than even from Ffolliot. The rcader will re-

early pages, to an only son of his that, after
baving nearly attaived his profession, fled the
parental roof and enlisted ; and the young maw’s
conduct 1a the army was, it appears, in accord-
ance with his undutiful and uawise act in  euter-
ing it. He was dissolute and insubordinate there
as he had been at liome; so that punishinent,
@ad no promotion, was apportioned to bim by by
superiors as lis desert; and, before be was a
second year in the service, having struck his ser-
jeant, one day, in a fit of drunken passion, three
bundred tashes were asarded to him by court-
martial.

Smarting under the pain and disgrace of this
public punishment, he deserted. Ie was, how-
ever, speedily captured and again punished. A
second time be deserted, with the same result.—
A third time, and he was hranded on the back
as an irreclaimable offender, and expelled the
corps, with drums beating and fifes playing.

The world was now before lrim, and he turned
his thoughts to home. Hoimne, acecordingly, he
came, to tormnent and disgrace his griping and
unloving father.

The ottorney could not, of course, and would
not sanction the expelled deserter; and young
Baker resorted to crime and fraud for the main-
tenance of his evil Life.

e soon connected himself with a noted band
of # Minions of the Moon,”” was apprehended iu
a midnight exploit, and suflered, iv consequence,
4 long imprisonment—an imprisonment neither
sympathised with, nor in any marner alieviated
by his fatber.

This utter abandonwment preised heavily on his
mind ; and, shortly atter bis liberation, having
leurned that his father had just received a con-
siderable sum, he with three ot kis companious,
entered the home of his childbood, and plunder-
ed 1t of money and valuables.

Well were it trusting even to that! But, uo-
fortuuately, the watchful attorsey attempted
some resistance, when the prolligate son of an
evil-minded parent, excited by drmk and the re-
colfection of lus father’s heartlessness during hus
incarceration, assaulted hun so violently that he
never completely recovered from its effects, the’
be survived for many months after. For this
crime, through the vindictive feclings of the
elder Baker, Adam Baker, junior, was trans-
ported for life, on the evidence of a servant ;—
and the considerable property, for which the
attorney had waded, lor years, through fraud
and chicanery, descended to a remote and dis-
liked relative.

As opposite to the closing career of the two
personages of our tale just mentioned, as he was
unlike them in character, was that of the wortby
rector. ]

Time, the atleviator of all bumau woe, had its
usual influence on him too, by gradually soften-
ing down the itterness of his grief for the loss
of his beautiful, gifted and angel-minded child,
ull the recollection of her became a sweet and
soothing remembrance ; and he had the gratifica-
tion of seeing bis other children growing up, if
not with her beauty of person, ot ieast endowed,
to a considerable extent, with the more endear-
ing beauties of mind simlar to bers. In the
progress of a few years he was promoted from
the parish, to which he had been a blessing, to a
deanery—an exaltation which enlarged the sphere
of Ins usefulness, and enabled bim to fling, more
frequently, the shield of his protection over the
oppressed and persecuted. As e had been ho-
nored and beloved in life, so hix memory was
beld in reverential affection, for many a year, in
the extensive and widely separated districts
where he had spent the different portions of bis
beneficially employed life.

e shall just remark in passing, that.Dixen
was not appointed to the parish as he expected,
on the promotion of the rector. It was bestow-
ed on a man whose mild and tolerant spint was
more kindred to that of lis benevolent predeces-
sor—one, in fact, whose zeal in the way of per-
secution was (as the curate afterwards expressed
ir, in his bitter complaints regarding the appoint-
ment) but as the puny flame of a rushlight, 1
comparison with the blaze of lis own.

After baving got over his concern tor the loss
of his little ¢ hangel,” Heavisides, still continuing
to retain his matrimonial inclinations, was, 1n the
next town 1n which he was quartered, ¢ joined in
*oly wedloek’ to a buxome widow, who had some

position, could never, of course, inberit it; and/ money, and whose age rendered her far more

Suitable for him than would have been the rose-
bud of Ballintubber. She was as zood humored
-as himself; she was also careful and busting,
and made Lun an excellent soldier’s wife, though
he often declared when e had an extra glass xau,
and was out of ear-shot of Ins spouse, that he
would have preferred the little rosebud after al',

Sir Jobn Ingram, the lighest in rank, aud one
of the most prominent of var dramutis per-
sone—what shall we say of himt lle wet with
o striking reverses or nnsfortunes, suen as the
reader might look for as iostances of poetics]
Justice. But poetical justice 1% unt always the ar-
rangement of Providence. Crines and faults are
vot, on all veeasions, pusiched 1y ths hite, at least
outwardly. But who can say thxt chushsement
was not inflicted on Sic John, vven heee 1 e
fost bus cluldren n thew whancy 5 w0l therr ma-
ther, a beautiful aud high-born, but wijpmnapied
wowtan, deserted lim to 1y Lo the Conna nt with
a profligute young scion vl nobiuty. e retam-
ed to the last, to be sure, s hign positian, uor-
withstandiog a severe check le receved, throngl
the strong and strougly supported represeutatinn,
of Mr. Gordoen, after Ellen’s abduetion ; and ws
i wealth and influence scemed 10 1neiease wul
every vear. Stll he was aloge—a dishanorad
hasbund and a ey tdless fathers and. though s
persecution did not drase Juwn b renseance
on bis head, who iy tell the véigisace intheted
by a troubled conscience, which

“1n itaelf cun comprehend
Woe without nume, or hope or end ¥

That he felt the gnawing »f 1he worin that divth
not, wo one that Lnows the humas neart, can
doubt ; and it was strougly evinced an s death-
bed. Mis latest ruvings were of the priest-
hunter and lus victuns.  * Dare wot, ruffian, to
insinuate that 1 sanctioned your murdering him
—an old man, too—the bloudy work 1 all your
own—foli ’ were the last stiuggling words he
gave utterance Lo, ere consciousuess had entirely
deserted him, bali’ an bour before 1lie separation
of mind and body. He left to other times the
desecrated name of a ruthless und remurseless
persecufor.

The winds that futier the rich vy dreapery,
and sing their wournful Jirge through ruined
cloister and aisle, sweep over tne voues of per-
secutor and persecuted, as they lie crumblng to-
gether within the abbey walls.

‘The deeply blood-stmned priest-luater, who
seemed, throuaglh life, Lo tave uenner loved nor
feared God aor wau, wes also tnierred in a linle
dismantled chapel adjacent to the abbey; and
the ash tree which shadowed his grave was loog
an object of curiosity 10 the visitor at Ballintub-
ber. This tree, or rather, for the last half cen-
tury, branchless and lealless trunk, afier spring-
ing upright some feet, on one side of the grave,
took an extraordinary bend dowuwards, til 1t
reached the ground again on the opposite side,
and then shot upwards, once more, to some

height. 1t was, as may be supposed, an object
of awe as well as of wonder among the peasant-
ry of the district, whose general beliet was that
its singular growth was ordained, by Providence,
to mark out the grave of the priest-hunter, as
well as to protect all Christian bodies from being
palluted by coming in contact with the dese-
crated bones beneath. Tt is now entirely pros-
trate and crumbling away, so that, in a few
years, there will probably be no vestige of it.

Our say is said ; and if we have been enabled
to present the reader with a picture of our coun-
try in her days of darkness and persecution—if
we have awakened the sympathy of the generous
mind, however different its religious faith, for a
patient and long suffering people, who clung to
the ancient faith of their fathers amid temptation
and penil, and proscription and death, or, if we
have coovinced the prejudiced that persecution
but defeats its own end and ziin, and that evil
laws are encouragers only to evil doers, not in
vain will we deem to hiave been peuned the tule
of Shawn na Soggarth.
Reader, farewell.

THE END.

PASTORAL OF {IIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP.

The following pastoral letter was read in all
the churches and chapels of the diocese on Sun-
day :—

Very Rev. BRETHREN — Allow me to re-
guest of you to. exhort your faithful docks to
celebrate the approaching festival of tie Immacu-
late Conception of the Holy Virgin Mary with
great fervour and devotion. . Oa that festival we
commemorate her exemption from the stain of
original guilt.  Being destined to become the
Mother of the eternal Son of God, who, in His
justice, bateth sin and iniquiLy, and to give birth
to the Redeemer, who was to vanquish all the
powers of darkuess, it was meet that among the
children of Eve she should be free from the con-
tagion of every sin, and be preserved from the
pestiferous breath of the ancient serpent, whose
head she was to crush, and that like the rose
which rises soft, beautiful, and fragrant from the

rough and thoray stock, she should come forth



