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THE TRUE WITNESS AND, CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

T

give it the hand of fellowship, and it cannot point to
any other country in which its doctrives have been
professed, whilst its Missionaries and Ministers wher-
uver they appear are looked upon as mere lay agents
and intruders into the spiritual domain. ]

-~ Secondly, it is beyond controversy that in the
“countries ‘where Columbanus, Gall, Killian, Virgil,
_“Dona‘us,’ and other of our countrymen, exercised
““their zeal, and in the monasteries and bishoprics es-

tablished by them, the doctrines of. the Catholic

Churcli were always professed. Would this have

been the case, had those koly men been imbued with
the doctrines of the Reformation? Would they not

have transmitted some remnant of their opinions to
their disciples ?  And if any chianze had taken place
in their teaching, would there not be found some al-

lusion to it in history? .

"Ihirdly, whal we bave said in general of religious
doctrines is especially applicable to the helief of the
supremacy of the lfoly See. Wbis cardinal point
was never called into doubt, in the countries con-
verted or cultivated by our Missionaries.  Therights
of the Holy See were always recognised in them.—
T.et us ask again would this have been the case if a
contrary doctrine prevailed in Ireland? — Are we not,
then, at liberty to conclude that Ireland was ever,
from the days of her canversion, closely connected
with, and obedient to, the Apostolic Sce ?

And this is what was to bz expected from the man-
ner in which the Faith was Jirst intreduced into Tre-
land. For all antiquity attests that our Apoestle pro-
cecded to Rome to oblain jurisdiction from the Ioly
See before hie entered on his mission, being persuaded
that his Iabors would be cursed with sterility if they
were not undertaken with the blessing of Christ’s
Yiear on earth, and that le would enjoy no spiritual
suthority unless he derived it from the Centre of
{nity.  The words of St. Cyprian were famitiar to
him :—= Lop the bough from the tree—it will want
streagth to blassow y cut oft the stream {rom its
fountain—the remnant will be dried up.”~—De Unit.
Tcelesim.  As the Apostie of the Gentiles went to
Jerusalem 1o confer with St. Peter lest he should
fun in vain, so did Patrick hasten to.Rome to venc-
riete the successor of the Fisherman, aad to receive
his commission from him.  And it was his wish that
vehat be practised himself should be the law and rule
of action for lis disciples in future times. Ience
we find a canon drawn up by him, i which'it is

enacted that in case of any controversy or dissension
in religious matters arising in Ireland the decision of
it should be referved to the Hoty See:—% Sz qua
cuusee ortantur in hac insule, ad Sedem Apostoli-
com, referantur’—Can. S. Patrit. apud Wilkin,

The instructions thus given by St. Patrick were
infused into the habits and spirit of his disciples. We
have ample evidence of this in 2 letter of St. Colum-
Lianus, writlen about the end-of the sixth century, to
St Gregory the Great, in which he states that it was
the duty of the faithful #to call upon the Pontiff, to
put questions, to heseceh him 3 and of the Poutiff,
¢ not to.withheld what had been freely bestowed;
but to put out his talent to interest; to give at
Christ’s behest the bread of doctrine to those who
sought it {from him.”  Writing to St. Boriface, sue-
cessor of St. Gregory, he calls on him as the chiel
authority of the Church to stem the torrent of abuses
{ben prevailing, and to resist the encroachments of
Leresy :—* Every one looks to you for assistance;
the danger is all yours; whilst you have power to put
all things in order, to commence the warfare, to give
the alarm, to lead on the troops.” ¢ Ad te totius
exercitus Domini—perlculum pertinet. Te totum
expectat, qui potestatem habes omnia ordinandi, bel-
fwn instituendi, lubas undique sonandi, certamen de-
wum, te in fronte gradiente, ineundi.” Ience he
proceeds to slate that, in the bitterness of his grief,
it is from the Pope alone lie expects assistance and.
protection for the Church, ¢ Ad teque tantum, qui
unica spes de principibus es, per honorem Petri Apos-
toli Saneli, respiciens plango tanti exercitus stragen.”

"The Saint also declares that, il be respected Rome,
il was not an account of her bhaving been the mistress
of the world, but because she had been sanctified by
the blood-of St. Peter and St. Paul, and become the
centre of Christianity, The authority of St. Colum-
banus is of the more importance, inasmuch as he was
a strenuous defender of the practices of lis nalive
tund, and entered. into many controversies fo juslify
thewn.

"I'he same spivit that animated Columbanus mani-
fested itself clearly in another bright luminary of the
Trish Church. St. Malachy was.so.fully eonvinced
of the necessity of a close connection with the 1Toly
See, that he twice exposed himself to all the dangers
attending a journey to Rome at that time, for the,
jurpose of petitioning the Pope to grant palliums ta
the Archbisheps of Ireland, and thus impart to them
@ plenitude of jurisdiction. He was appointed Le-
rate of the Holy See, and by his authority. contri-
fiuted to restore discipline in Ireland, which the in-
vasions of the Danes had tended to relax. On his
second pilgrimage he spent lis.Jast days at the famous
monastery of Clairvaux, in company of Saint Bernard,
and breathed his last in.the.arms of that most devoted
and enthusiastic defender of the rights of the Apos-
tolic Chair.. .

A few years alterwards. the holy Bishop of Dublin,
Saint Laurence, . thought it necessary. to consult in
person the successor of St. Peter, and:to lay before-
liim a statement.of the afflictions of his.see. On this.
cecasion he assisted at the second Council of Lateran,
and was afterwards created Legate in Ireland.. Let
us now again ask what is there in all these facts that
~wonld indicate the existence of anything like Pro-.
testantism in the ancient Church of Ireland? Noj
our forefathers received their Faith through St, Pa-
trick from the Apostolic source, and they were al-,
ways distinguished by an undying attachment and de-J
votion to the centre of unity, the Chair of Peter.

May we not then cry out, vw_lie‘p' speaking on this
subject, in the words of the Scripture i~ Remem-
ber the days of old: think upon every generation:
ask thy father, and he' will ‘declare to thee the_
elders, and they -will tell lhee.”-—f-De_ut.', xaxil. 7.
Yees; -all unite by word and example in incidealing
on us the advantages am! the necessity of obedience
and respect townids the successors of Saint Peter.
Tven at tie fatal period of the Reformation, when
so many kingdoms, like rotten branches, were cut 9!1
from the mystic vine, our Church did not sully its
bright Justre of former days.® It is the great boast
of Protestantism, that liberty of conscience wus pro-
claimed at that time, and that the buman mind was
then first emancipated. The bistory of our country
is a melancholy refutation of that absurd pretension.
What means did the reformers of this country em-
ploy to propagate their opinions? DPersecution of
the most cruel lind, penal enactinents, violetice, frand,
and a general confiscation of Catholic property. A
new religious code was proposed, a colde formed by
men having no awthority to legisiate in spivitual mat-
ters, and not even allowed to follow their own private
opinions and act on them. “This new form of belief,
being of mere human origin, could not be propagated
nor preserved, save by means like those relerred to.
But ro power could separate our Clurch from the
charity of God, which is in Jesus Christ, and through
a special interposition of Providence she passed un-
scathed through the severest ordeal, and came safe
out of persecutions more barbarous and bloody than
those of Nero and Diocletian. In those sad days
our Faith was trodden to the dust ; but in the time
of tribulation it spread its roots on every side, and
penetrated into the earth ; and when the winter ol

the year is approaching its end, it begivs fo rise tii-
umplantly, to cover the land with verdure, and to
extend its branclies to the extremities of the carth,
Blessed, then, may we say with the Psalmist, ¢ bless-
ed be the Lord, who bath not given us to be a prey
to the teeth of our enemies.  Our soul lath been de-
livered as a sparrow out of the snare of the lowley:
{he snave is brokeu, and we ave delivered.  Our help
is in the name of the Lord who made heaven aul
earth.”—DPs,, cxxiii.

- Tt is true indeed that the calamities intlicted on us,
and the storins we had no encounter, have stript our
Church of -its ancient splendor, and that its posses-

sions lrave been given over to hands for whom. they
were never destined.  Bat is our poverty a disgrace !
Were not Christ and Ilis Aposties and their carliest
and most fervent disciples all poor? Was not the
poverty of the early Christians more glorious than the
wealth and power of their persecuters?  And, dearly
beloved, is it not a motive of consciation to us in.our
trials and destitution (o consider how God has {rus-
trated the designs of our encmies, and from evil.las
produced good?  Waonderful, indeed, are the ways
of His providence. e permiticd heresy and schism
to persectte us, and amidst shouts of (riumph to pro-
chim that we had no longer any exis'ence i the
country. But what was the vesuft?. Our Church
was only purified and perfected in the crucible, her
children inereased and multiplied a hundred told, and
the poverty which was entailed on us for our destrue-
tion, became the means of propagating our holy reli-
gion in regions which otherwise would have continned
to languish withoul any kaowledge of the true Faith.
And, indeed, has not our poverty fided the cities and
the towns of XEngiand and Scotland with Catholics?
And in the great and powerful states which are
springing up beyond the Atlantic, have not the per-
secutions of Ireland given congregations to the
churches and Priests to the altars?  Ilave not our
afflictions supplied those distant regions with learned,
cloquent, and pious Prelates, who are building up the
house of God with dignity and magnificence,and who
have carried with them all the spivit and the virtues
of vur Patricks, our Malachys, and our Laurcnces?
Were we evea-to turn to the inhospilable regions of
Guinea and Cafraria, to the distant plains of China or
Australia, and the sunny shores of India, would not
a similar spectacle present itself?

Aly my brethren, truly the pewer of God is
stronger than men, and Mis wisdom wiser than meu.
1Te confounds the connsels of the wicked, and turns
the arts of the children of darkness against them-
selves.

But, dearly heloved, whilst pouring out our hearts
in.thanksgiving to the Aluighty, for extending the
shield of Ilis protection over us, and adiniring the
richness of His inercy displayed in.our behalf, we are
not to be lulled into a false security, nor to expose
ourselves by remissness and negligence to fall into
the snares of our enemies. T'hough violence and
persecution have ceased, yet we are to be persuaded
that our life is a continual warfare on earth, and if
we wish Lo preserve the spiritual treasures which we
possess, we must be always vigilant, alive o the
dangers that surround us, and provided with the arms
of tie Spirit. We are admonished by the words of
inspiration, that those wlo stand should take care lest
they fall. No diligence, no watchfulness, no anxiety,
no exertions can be too great when our eternal salva-
tion is at stake, when there is question of preserving
that Faith, witheut which it is. impossible.to please
God. These reflections are not-to be overiooked at
the present time.; {or though there is much to console
and encourage us, though our religion is progressing
on every side, and acquiring something of its ancient
splendor and magnificence, yet we cannot conceal
from ourselves that our advancement and:our pros-.

* The pretension of some dignitaries of Protestantism, that
at the Reformation they entered into Lhe rigius ot the preced-.
ing Catholic Bishops, is fully examined in itsnumber ofJanua-.
ry-and February by the Rasmdler, a periodical written in: a
good spirii, and worthy of support. It is to be admitted that
acts of the temporal power transferred the rights of the. angient.
sees to the present proprietors; but might it not as well, be
urged that the temporal authority transferred the riglts of .a
Chrysostom, and of a Nasinnsen, tothe present oceupiers of St.
Sophin ;_and that consequently they are successors of the for-

mer, Christian Bighops?, :

perity have excited the activity of those who desire
the destrnction of the Catholic Chureli. We need
not travel far to obtain evidence of what we-assert,

Placards posted on our walls, handbills thirust into
our houses and scattered through our streets, adver-
tisements in the public press, nfonn us that many of
the pulpils of this city resound from day to day with
invectives against our holy religion. That Catholics,
or Blomanists, as they “pretend. to call us, teach that.
it is lawful to steal or to murder; that they are per-
jurers.or idolaters; that they prohibit and hate the
Word of Gad; such are the instructions which Mi-
nisters of the Gospel impart to their hearers. It
woull seem that they are sent not to teach doztrines
of their own, but to insult and misrepresent ours—
that they care little about the spiritual advancement
of their own.flocks, oceupying themselves exclusively
with the proceedings of ours; aud il they suceeed in
making their heavers believe that Catholicity, the
religion professed by the most civilised nations of the
world, and held in veneration by the most pious, and
learned, andt ilustrions of manking, is the most hi-
deous of monsters, they tlatier themselves with hay-
ing gained a complete trivmph,  Jesus Christ bas
told us that charvity should be in every age the cha-
racteristic mark of 1lis Disciples. \Would it not
appear that many are new intent on banishing it from
the world, thus showing that they are not Iis Disci-
ples?  Tdow are we, dearly beloved, to meet this
conduct? DBy praying most fervently for the con-
version of the misguided men who are leading athers
astray, by returning good for evil, and by a coutinual
practice of charity.  We have religious doctrines
of our awn to teach or to learn, we bave dutics to
perform, we have our own defeets to correct.  Toet
us leave those who forget themsclves to think of us,
to the judgment aud the mercy. of God.

But thisis not the only danyer against which we
are to be forewarned.  "Uhere are now iu (his
country thousands of hired agents of proselyticm,
who make it their oceupation to lay in wait for the
poor, or to invade their houses, and to atfempt tosap
the foundations of their Faith.  Those agents are

distress, renounced their religion, or who were driven
into apostacy by intemperance, by immorality and
degrading vices, and, like the fallen Angels, seek to
have many companions et theiv disgrace.  They tadk
of the Bible, but they do not understand it; they
bave Jearned a few distorted texts to quote agaiust
our doctrine, but they are only blaspheming what
they do net know. 'L'o reason with such men would
be useless, They arc to be avoided as if infected
with the plague.

Need I mention the proselytising schools, which
are spread like a net-work sver the comntry, in which
poor children are sometimes fed and clothed, provided
they consent to imbibe the poison of heresy ? Need
I wention the enorinous stuns of maney collected in
olher countries, which nre kekl ont ina thousand ways
as the price of apostacy? Is it necessary to speak
of the elforfs that are made by a hostile press to in-
undate the country with works whose greatest: dan-
ger is in the corruption of the heart, and the
depravation of moruls, which they are caleulated to
produce? Ab, dearly beloved, with such a state of
things around us, should we be senseless to danger?
Should we inagine that {irmness, activity, zeal for
our holy religion; are not necessary onour part? Let
us, then, according to the injunction of owr Redeem-
er, wateh and pray, lest we enter iato templation,
fest our apathy and sloth should bring on us the pun-
ishment of Ileaven: and what pupishment would be
more severe than the withdrawal of the light of
Faith?

But whilst using cvery exertion and precaution
within our power, we are to plice our confidence not
in ourselves, but in Ileaven. Tor, unless the Tiord
preserve the cily, in vain do they wateh who keep it.
In the spivitual warfare in which we are engoged, we
may coufidently expect great assistance from onr hioly
Apostle.  The prayers which you poured out, O holy
St. Palrick, whilst on.earth, for the perseverance and
constancy of your disciples, produced their desired
effect. Redouble these supplications, sow more efli-
cicious, since you see God face to face; ablain for
us relief in our miseries, or patience 1o bear the with
full resignation to the will of God,  Tesch us to be
always truly devoled to our holy Tailli;and to the
Church of ouwr {athers. Lock down, too, with com-
passion on those who are in error, and: bring them
through your.iutercession back to the €hureh from
which they have goue into the mazes of perdition;
so that all united 1 the profession of the true TFaith,
all members of the true Church, we may, participat-
ing in the same happiness, come with you tosing lorth
the praises of owr GGod and our Redeemer for endluss
ages.

The. grace of rur Lord: Jesus be with you all,
brethren.

{Pavrn Cusien, Arclibishop of
Dublin.
Dublin, Marcle 1, 1853,

Bishop of Dromore, is recovering (rom the: eflects of
the attack from which hislordship has been lately a
sufferer, and that e s daily increasing in strength.—
Newry Bxaminer. ;
A.census of the Catlholics. of 1he diocese of Hex-
ham has recenily been taken, which shows. an extra-
ordinary:increase.of the Faithful since 1849, as the
following statement exhibits.:—Tle gross.number of
the Catholics.in.this diocese in 1852 were. 56,938,
being an.increase since 1849 of upwards of 20,000 ;
the gross number of adult.Catholics naw being about

40,000..,

oftentimes poor iznorant men, who, in the hour of

We.are sincerely g'raliﬁed in bemg enabled to.
announce that the Right Rev. Dr. Blake, Lord:

L e—— .

Coz\'vznsrgxs.——.».\; ramor is current that g curaT
once lorated in this diocese, las heen received § "
the Roman €hureh at Cashel, and lm-.:i'ee‘d by o
Titular Arclibishop.—Clork C'ansl'.iﬂm;;m.z. Vthe
Ow Monday evening Miss Charlolfe Kerna
o , an, 3
young lady litebly accomplished, danehier of J. Ky
nan, [sq., Selicitor, having some dn;s prev o~
& solemn abjeration of the errors of Protestapt;
was received into the Church by the Rey, Il’u[,fr.];;
Nagle, C.C., of Nenagh.— Limerick Repc;wéer N
Mr. Washington Tevis,san Americap, auc(f 91
years, has abjured Protestantism. He re(:ci\Ped bay
tism on Sunday, in the chapel of {he Archhish ! E‘
Paris from the hands of ‘the Abbe Darboy VP(?
who has been charged with the instruction ﬂ;lll .rh,
paration of the interesting neophyte.—1.’ Am; ,3[;(]:
Religion. ‘
The Morning Post of Monday says there js o
fonndation in the statement of the Morning ][c;-zd[
and Morning Adzertiser, that Lady Deel fiad 'm'nu'l
the Catholic Churel, nor in anothey statc\\\e\\LJ\nad(x
by the same journals, to the effect that Miss. Pe['l;'
had also joined the Catholic Clareh, prep o
lier marviage with the Hon., 'L, :
Camoys, a Catholic peer.

ious made

i aratory to
Stouor, son of Loy

IRISH INTELLIGENC_E,
—

FAILURE OF PROSELYTISM 1IN THT WEST.

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF TGAM.

We have very areat i sineere pieasire m sey

ing the sabjoined decument, havine reference 1o l;l-
base and wicked system of purchased per;-e.-‘-ir:,u
earried on, or attempiet!, in many districts (ﬂ'lhi:l\i‘\-i
ressed comntry, aml espectaily inthe wesl, \\'lwr}a lil N
pressure of want. and famine has hosn Jone mo\l;
;rievmts[y_f'e!t. So muaeh has.been sahd in e:\'{?r'rm-l\;
tion aed i iuterested inisrepresentations ahon lfnn-
alleged “aposiaey” of the west, that o fuw l:enln'xx'l--;
on thay head may not be amiss. |t is guite uut‘ur;‘{
that stich stutements should proceed from the Son »Er;'v
swindlers, who obiain a living ont of Ruwlish bi‘!(,',-'-:
wnd English hatred of Treland and Catholicity, h; {hf\
false prelence of perverling the poor Irish peasants
from their Faith, 1 is quite natnral that, if they fail
of robbing Ivisk enemics of their religion, these qixoﬁid
at least take eare 1o succeed in robbinyg Raalis)) };ntruxw
of their money.  ‘The I.-IngHShmanftho'xi'_rh ever so
kind a bigot, will hesitate to deposit his cash \\'ill.m‘m
some sort of agsnrance that the sinews of war will no;
be wasted in a mere pretence off eampaiznine, and
therefare it becomes nevessary 10 have reconrse o
wholesale and impudent lying in order to swindle Jol.
Bul[, and prevent a stoppage of the sapplies, These
molives of misrepresenlation are as clear as they ure-
base and =ordid.  But it:is.not so ensy- o understam¥
the obijects of eertain of her pasties in apreading s;\'n'h
aerated and abserd reporls abont whint they nrg pl'ezti-
ed 10 term the-“apostaey® of the west,  No donbt, we .
can readily nnderstand why anvthing relatine lo’lhe-
illostrions Archbishop of Tnam should be made a -
vorite subjeet of misropresentation and siander by the
apholders of political baseness and corvuption.” His
Grace’s pure, unswerving, and tutrepid patriotism have .
tiehly earned all the calummies that can fow fron.
such malignity as theirs.  Bnt what we sre at o Joss
to comprehiend is why otherswho should, we think
be the last tolend themselves to-the propagution of such:
absuad and disedifying, not w say imlei’-.(-'m, reports, .

conk! be sowmisled as to give their best help to the
swinkdle of the Souper and the slander of the Whie.

The faets with vezard to proselytism, as far s the
diocese of Toan is concerned, are simply these—ihat
out oixits fifty-fonr parishes the proselytisers have ob-
tained a slippery, and, we have littie doubt, merelyv
temporary, footing in just half a dozen; and even .
these half dozen parishes their anly vietims have been -
orphae and starving children, or o fow bad Cathaolies.
who raceive a weekly stipend for keeping what ane
called Bible schools—id est, meal shops an stirabout
slores. |

With these few and hasty remarks we shall lot e
§ubj|({{in@v.! gratifying and edifying docmnent speak for
isell i —

Audress fo the Calholic Inhabitants of Clifiden from the
tev. futhe Rinolfi and the Rev. Falher Sockhar!.

Beloved Brethren in Jesus Christ—We arve pnwilling
to leave you for the present without a few parting
words, .

We eame amongst .yon at the invitation of vour
vererable Arehbishop and yourown parochial Clorgy
1o bring vou the blessing of & mission, one of the most
powerful means which the Church possesses of, arons-
ing the Faith, devotion, and piety of her children—s .
means of common use w-other Catholic covntrivs, il
which is beceming vo uncommon occurrence in. fre-
land.

During the time we have been laboring amongst
you we have not. words (o express how muel; we hawe
been edified and consoled by the zeal and fervor with
which you have come forward.  In uo part of Ireland
have we wilnessed greater- Faith and fervor then -t
Connemara.

Coutinue, dear and faithful children of Clirist, in the
way yvou have promised to walk in; avoid sin, as the

-only evil, worse even thanHell itselfl ; pray carnestls

to our dear Lord, and ask His Blessed Mother tn join
her prayers te yours; frequent-the lifegivineg Sacra-
ments, {ly. from oceasion of .sin, and you shall have
arace 10 stacd in the day of triad, to fight the good firhi,
v keep your Faith, and to die in the grace of God.

Our mission hete was to you, the Catholivs of Clif-
den ; 1o cali'back the wandering sheep, and to confirm
in virtue those who have nol’ gone astray. e have
taken no notice, except to denaunce their practices, of
a party ol lying impostors and fanatics in this place,
despised by all’ Catholies, and of whom even right--
minded and honest Protestants are beginning to be
ashamer. We have treated their pretended challenzes .
with silent contempt; while we have expased their
errors and insidiovs practices, and unmasked their -
hypocrisy and lies, and the unblushing and wholesale
bribery. by which they seek: to. make merchandise of
the souls of the starving poor.  We say their pretend-
el challenges ; {ur, knowing well the system of. these -
men, we were fully aware that their only desire was
to throw.dust inn the eyes of the people... They- never
imagined it possible that we should notice them, ex-
cept in our own time.and way. Such disputajions .
serve only.to stir up men’s.evil passions and prejudi-.
ces, not (o promote the cause of trath, chaity, and
holiness; and it would, indeed, have been absurd it

we,  who had to instruct. the immense crowds of onz:



