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So whispering, Saul, with prostrate brow has ever been the doctrine of the Church. As long it T by 1 PR be-ehgied you wish to see me ?"’ he asked the dying man. o ¢ ; not suffice.” — Maleolm's Persia. “ And behold a vnicee’ :::eof the cloud, which said, This

b€ persecuted One adored,
So breathed his earliest Christian vow.
Stern' the reply :—to fast alone,
Alld. in the darkness make his moan.
Th"Ce. set and rose the weary day
Ere with the Christians he might pray.

“Wh,t wouldst Thou have me do, O Lord ?”

Thu}k, little child—thy conscience try,
llious deed and idle word,

And selfish thought and envious eye :—

P “t‘thou no mark of these? and yet

0"' n thy sight His Law was set.

w,.lf He Joy’d the Cross to bear,

&tnna take thy little share.

- e —
WALOGY OF THE PRAYER-BOOK WITH
(F‘".“ HUMAN LIFE.
The Principles of the Book of Common Prayer,”
the Rev. W. J. E. Bennett, M.A.)
mlt?uh;:e 18 hardly any age but which shall find in it
fing i ioﬂ,—hardl:y any circumstance of life but shall
wd , t Ml(fh services of devotion as shall be suitable
) Ppl‘opnate to the sins and infirmities of man.—
tl‘ace' it from stage to stage, in parallel lines with
life. .At every halting-place in the journey
have nothing to do but to take up this book fo:‘-
l;‘,“"“l“llmnual of prayer, and therein we shall see the
‘Nnk:md manuer in which the Church would have us
1 would have us pray, would have us act.

Proceed now to point this out, as being the last
t principle of our Prayer-Book of which it will be
¥ to speak,—endeavouring herein to show its

p'“‘:: and analogy with the life of man.
oy beautifully does the Psalmist describe the

ati i
on of the human being: “ My substance was

hi ™
- d from Thee when I was made in secret, and

g €yes did see my substance yet being imperfect,
in 2 thy book were all my members written,

i e o‘f them.“

(know and believe to his soul's health.

Mously wro, i
Thi; ught in the 1 = 3 i
g he lowest parts of the earth.— | still sets before them the way in which she would have
G which |
fuance were fashioned, when as yet there was |
The productions of nature are indeed |

as dirth-sin, or original sin, as it is sometimes called,
remains upon him, he is in danger. Nothing can ef-
fectually get rid of this danger but that ordinance
which our Lord expressly commanded as the way of
adwission into His Church: “Except ye be born of
water and of the Spirit, ye cannot enter into the king-
dom of God.” By this, the little child brought be-
fore the congregation, is admitted a member of the
flock ;—he is signed with the sign of the Cross, the
token of his faith. He is sent forth under the pledge
of the sponsors, that they will teach him in the doc-
trines of the faith, so that he may be ready to hold
conflict with the world, the flesh, and the devil,”
flighting as Christ's faithful soldier and servant under

| the banner of His cross.

But human life advances, and the babe daily re-
ceiving strength and growth in the members of his
body and the workings of his mind, approaches boy-
hood. As he throws off the lisping accents of the in-
fant, and looks around him, standing in the perils of
this miserable world, which he now begins to contem-
plate and examine for himself; so does the Church,
still anxious, and in parallel lines with his advaucement,
!{eeping watch over him, prepare her holy lessons of
instruction. The child has been new-born, has been
made the heir of Chrisi’s kingdom. ‘T'he sponsors
have pledged themselves to bring the child up in vir-
tuous and godly living suitable to that inheritance, and
to teach him all things which a Christian ought to
Bat how is
this to be done? Does the Church leave the sponsors

' without any guidance in this difficult work? Does

she leave the sponsors to teach the children according
to their own individaal plans and systems of doctrine?
No. The Church, by her Book of Common Prayer,

her children taught. The child is born, but it may
die. The child is heir of salvation, but it is not pos-
sessor. As many diseases are ready to destroy his
body, so many diseases are ready to destroy his soul.

its - oo o |
¢ tiosa:lv:::gerfu; f l.he origin and gmwlh. of | Much ignorance if left to himself,—many frightful
their king s and fruits of plants reproducing | sares in his path, of which he is not aware,—many

ind in never- i : Sherats |
ceasing order; the generation of | enemies on the right hand and on the left. This the

th
ue-:z'::ll' animals, even to the minutest insect inyisi-
‘ier, G ; eye, forever c?ntifluin.g. All these in num-
P ~ Y, and fecundity iofinite, are indeed objects
the ough(ful wonder.  But how much more sq
g.enerauon of man; how much more the spread
the :lncrt_:a.se of that being to whom God consigned
ominion over all else which He created: “ God
t Ssed them and said unto them, Be fruitful and mul-
& %> and replenish the earth and subdue it, and have
of ‘he“::rover the fish of th‘e'sea, and over the fowl]
UPon the ;aanl:]‘?ver every living thi.ng that moveth
8 ngg g1 'th.'”  But in the generation of man there
¥ the same wonderful fact of his birth and

& l.m;lli:!tlons; of' his bein.g in the womb, and growing
derfy) Ohception to existence,—not only the won-
s ma(:t that his generation has gone from age to
il :h a rflt_io, but from one have gone forth the
f o tm'i lmlhoug who now people the earth,—but
every 0[:8 great fact in nddifio'n, that in the birth
iy crea:' of these many millions, along with his
it i & le:iof‘ therf: has been the ereation of a soul,

Ve the o ;1“ Scripture, “a living soul.”  First, we
g thy ele.menzs of man’s birth, the dust;
Over ) thee ave, in order to mark his superiority
vy other creatures, the spiritual elements of
He i e’ the soul: *In the image of God created
gy, Whi ki The image of God” is stamped upon
t image il: :;,m stamped upon any other animal, and
i visib‘; moral and intellectual power within
"%ing onwardse‘ b(;n. felt,—-n.ot for a day, but ad-
i afn never-dying, conveying to him
ortality of God Himself, Therefore, in the

of every human being, w
. > we have to think
e Lirth of a creature, but of a soul,—we ;]1::1: n:z

not only of the wonderful meckanism, if we ma

Say, of 4 birth, and therein the dangers of life and |

v"‘_":_hich surround it, but we have also to think of
?e' for goq i i
e or evil, unto eternity. And the more
sha]| bek t‘;pon this wonderful subject, the more we
* € remarkable peculiarities which surround
Wan haq 4ve reason to conclude that if the nature of
bayg . "®Mained without sin, the birth of man would
the gy, :
gers attending a haman birth are pronounced
curse against man for his
on there came upon every
sin in these-words: * Unto

by g
fay, 28 the mark of His
f’c’ﬂ transgressi
inherj

Womay, eritance of

onception.

children.” o
tures . VA8 appoint
Wifying its origj
chij d.“ty of rest

on
Wag ““eglfh part of every mother.

Aar o e Purification,
d&y._ m the congregation
for 4 urn

if
“le not

eI(;n correspondence with this curse,
in the law a ceremonial service,

for a certain number of
t offer; i
lfcrmg and a turtle-dove for a sin offering ;

And
Mother of our Lord, carried on
n the Law to the Gospel, appearing in
when the days of her purification accord-

% urtle- A
thi:he BleSSede\;ii(:vfs and two young pigeons.
lhe eusmm Goi g,

g temple «
thy 0 the |

the b_‘ e ne
byy
of

S 0 her case fulfilled in child-birth.

Qar S ever heep the ¢ . it
of Tying o he 1 e custom in the Church of Christ.

Gog ' the Chyge
“hilgﬂ has taken aoy
iu Wh'ﬂ oulq call to
thep > Without that
A 0T at this point

of 5 :
our Blessed Lord was without spot of sin,

Mep §

Gospel, we should stand. And

| and growth in grace of her faithful little ones.

ltual existence, then first brought to light, ej- |

and our frailness.

e sai ; .
W ang thy ¢ said, I will greatly maltiply thy sor- | proportion invoked for fresh and renovating aid.

In sorrow shalt thou bring |

e then made an offering to God,—a lamb ‘

0 two tﬂble to bring a lamb, by reason of poverty, |

US by example to show the universal law |

And |

gal ceremony derived from the curse |
h has ever signified that though the ‘

ay the curse, still the birth of every :
mind the origin of natural impurity |

the Prayer-Book begins its work. |

i Church kuows, thougl the child may not, and so she

prepares her next service for the spiritual instruction
She
says, “* Come with me, and I will take you by the hand
and help you; I will point out to you, with your spon-
sors and parents, the dangers in which you stand, and
the way by which you may avoid them,—the enemies
by which you are surrounded, and the means of grace
by which you may defeat them. Through me you
have first come unto Christ, and in baptism have been
washed ; through me, then, you shall remain in Christ,
feeding as a babe on the milk of God's holy word.” —

as i ; | ‘['he service to which I now allude I need hardly point
the o, !N any one of the other animals,—not only ! outeto you. 7 ¥

It is headed thus:—

© A CATECHISM—THAT IS TO SAY—AN INSTRUCTION

TO BE LEARNED OF EVERY PERSON BEFORE HE BE

BROUGHT TO BE CONFIRMED BY THE BisHor.”

Next to the catechism we come to another service,
which is, as it were, its completion and fulfilment.—
We may now suppose the child grown up. His mind
is becoming mature and strong. He has learned his
daty and his faith, and, according to the principle of
pature, which is ever that of advauce, he is now in
spirit anxious to become more than he has been as yet;
he wishes to draw nearer to God as he knows more
about God; to be more fully a member of the Church
as he learns more about the Church. He feels that
hitherto he has been standing on the implied covenant
of sponsors,—he is now desirous to enter upon a more
personal covenant himself,—to speak unto God with
his own voice,—to dedicate his mind, and soul, and
body to His service in person,—and as the world is
opening before him in increased dangers and duties, 8o
to have the Redeemer's promise of the Spirit strength-
ening and renovating him for the combat which he sees
approaching. And for this the Church provides, in
strict and beautiful analogy with the wants of her chil-
dren, in that service which is headed—

“THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION-—OR LAYING ON OF

HANDS UPON THOSE THAT ARE BAPTIZED AND ARE

COME TO YEARS OF DISCRETION.'’

In this service a double confirmation takes place,

Yemy; 5 —we confirm our baptismal pledges, and are confirmed
da 4lned without danger; because we find that | :

by the Spirit. We receive strength and grace in fresh
supplies, fulfilling that which was begun in baptism.
Our flesh, and carnal appetites, and the world with its
any attractions, are beginning to show our danger
Let the Holy Ghost be then in
The
battle is at hand, so let us gird on the armour which

| God supplies,—* the girdle of truth, the breast-plate

¥ ! of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of sal-
0 and marking in its character the | g s

oration to God iu the birth of every |
This ceremony |
The woman was kept

vation, and the sword of the Spirit."”

But the Christian is not yet in full union with Christ.
Confirmation is only the threshold of his full member-
ship; a threshold, indeed, over which it is necessary
for him to pass; but stopping thereat, he will, even
then, fall short of his perfect stature and fulness in
Christ. Now we are told that there are fwo sacra-
ments necessary to salvation ; and of these, even tak-
ing in Confirmation, only one has as yet been admin-
istered. To fulfil all the points of our covenant, we
must advance to the other. Our Saviour says, ** Ex-

z | cept ye eat of the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink
W of Moses were accomplished ;"’—not | His blood, ye have no life in you.”

eded this purification in reality, beeause | in her Book of Common Prayer, says the same. Ob-

And the Church,

serve how she advances: from Baptism to the Cate-
chism ; from the Catechism to Confirmation ; and
now she bids us go forward again from Confirmation
to the Holy Eucharist. Let usread the rubric which
oceurs in the baptism service of grown up persons:
“It is expedient that every person thus baptized shall
be confirmed by the bishop, so soon after his baptism
as conveniently may be, that so he may be admiited to
the Holy Communion.” And let us also look to the
rubric at the end of the Confirmation service: “There

shall none be admitted fo the Holy Communion until |

\

—many lapses and relapses by which we may fall,
and fall again away from God? Are we so secure in
the course we have commenced as to need nothing
further? The young communicant coming forth from
his confirmation to the altar of God for the first time,
is about fifteen or sixteen years of age. It is evident
that many things, in the long prospect of his life, have
yet to be encountered. How many times the very
best of us fall from the the perfection of the Gospel
in spite of our striving. How many burst the barrier
of God’s law, and, forgetful of all pledges, rush head-
long into sin.  And even of those who in any degree
abide faithful in their baptismal purity, how many are
changing their life from one state to another. What
vicissitudes in the turns of what is called fortune en-
counter us. What sicknesses of body, what sorrow
in affliction, what partings by death from those whom
we love. But for all this, whatsoever it be, the
Church is still ready with her Book of Common Pray-
er, “praying without ceasing, in everything giving
thanks.”

For instance, if sin should overtake us; if by some
sudden temptation we have been subdued by the ene-
my of souls, and have fallen; if we stand in jeopardy,
and are in doubt; if we are discomfited and made
sorry in vanity, and vexation of spirit; then does the
Book of Common Prayer speak to us, as in her com-
munion service, by God's holy miuister, in these
words :—* And because it is requisite, that no man
should come to the holy communion, but with a full
trust in God’s mercy, and with a quiet conscience;
therefore if there be any of you, who by this means
cannot quiet their own conscience herein, but requireth
further comfort or couusel, let him come to me, or to
some other discreet and learned minister of God’s
Word, and open his grief; that by the ministry of
God’s holy Word he may receive the benefit of abso-
lution, together with ghostly counsel and advice, to
the quieting of his conscience, and avoiding of all
scruple and doubtfulness.

( To be concluded in our next.)

THE DYING ROBBER.
AN OCCURKENCE IN IRELAND.
(From the Churchman’s Monthly Penny Magazine.)

During the awful visitation of the cholera, a clergy-
man of the Church of England, after a day spent in
visiting many a sick and dying person, had ’.“i“*d
early, fatigued and exhausted, to his bed, hoping to
enjoy for a few hours the repose which he much nceded.
He lay for some time but he could not sleep; the
scenes he had witnessed that day, the countenances of
the QAying, some racked with agonising pain, and some
in the livid death-like topor of the collapsed state,
seemed still before him,and a nervous feverishness
from this excitement, banished sleep from his eyelids.
“Oh!" thought he, « that men were wise, that they
understood this, that they would consider their latter
end "« Blessed is the people that know the
joyful sound of the gospel; they will walk, O Lord,
in the light of thy countenance ; and when they pass
through the valley of the shadow of death, they will
fear no evil, for thou art with them ; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort them ;" and he shuddered at the
tearful contrast which that day had presented to him,
in the case of too many. The clock struck twelve,
and he had just fallen into a slumber, when a knock
at the hall door aroused him: he heard it opened, and
in a few minutes his servant entered the room. *8Sir,
there is a man below who says he must speak with
you.” ¢ Ask him his name and business.”  “He
says, Sir, he must speak to yourself.” i Mr. T
rose, dressed himself in haste, and, taking the canfile
left by his servant, descended into the hall. The
man stood close to the door.  Mr. T—— approached,
and held the light to his face, which he seemed rather
anxious to conceal. The countenance which be be-
held was appalliog; dark and thick mustachios covered
the upper lip; the beard was long and neglected ; the

« What do you want with me?" said the

“] want you to come to 2 dying man,
who wishes to speak with you."  “What is his com-
plaint 2’ “Cholera.” Mr. T hesitated ; and
at length said, “I cannot go with you; you do not
even tell me your name, nor the place to which you

quences.
clergyman.

would lead me; I fear to trust my lifein your hands.”

“¥ou need not fear,” said the stranger; “what
end would it serve to take your life? Come with me,
take no money, and, on my honour, you are safe.”—
Mr. T—— gave another glance at the man, and the
word honour, connected with the appearance of such
a being, made him smile. * Sit down,”’ said he; “I
will go with you” He went again to his chamber,
committed himself to the care of his Heavenly Father,
prayed for his blessing on the intended visit to the

his communion with Heaven, that he seemed to have
lost all apprehension of accompanying his ferocious-
looking guide.

He followed the man through many a street of a
large and populous city ; it seemed as if they traversed
it in the whole length thereof, so tedious did the way
appear. The watchmen were calling the hour of one,
and still they proceeded. At length they came to
a street, long and narrow, with houses bespeaking
wretchedness, and well known as a quarter of the town

inhabitants.  Here the guide stopped, and took

out of his pocket a knife, and began to scrape away
some earth from the ground.

strange companion.

eye was sunk, and exhibited an expression of being |
long familiarised with crime, and reckless of its conse- |

dying man, and felt so strengthened and assured by |

remarkable for the vice as well as the poverty of its

“1 can go no farther
with you,” said the clergyman; but, considering he
was a8 much in the power of the man as he could be
in any possible situation, his courage revived, and he
watched with intense interest, the movements of his
After some time, he opened a

did,”’ he replied in a clear and distinct tone. “ Why 1

do you wish to see me ®’  * Because,”” said the man,

“some short time ago, I wandered into your church, |
and heard you read what I wish you to read to me |
Oh! it ‘
has never left my mind; night and day it sounded in | —Addison.

again : I want to hear it again before I die.

my ear. I thought I could hide myself from God, but

the darkness hideth not from him; he has found me '

out, he has laid his haud heavily upon me, and soon

shall I appear before him, covered over with my erimes. | scholarship the conscience is untouched.—Milner.
And did not I hear you say, Sir, that God would slay |
the wicked—that he would say: Depart from me, ye | .

bloody men? O God! I have sinned against thee:
there can be no hope for a wretch like me."”

he fixed his eye eagerly on the clergyman, waiting ! Bishop of Durham (as we are told by his biographer),

anxiously to hear ugain that portion of scripture which
had first convinced him of his sin.

gywman.

understood my thoughts; that he compassed my path

and my lying down, and was acquainted with all my | the liberty of inquiring what was his master’s motive
and there was not a word in my tongue but | for so singular an act; in answer to which,

That if I could climb into ‘

ways;
God knew it altogether.
heaven, he was there; if I went down to hell he was !
there also.” The clergyman then knew that it was
the 139th Psalm that had carried conviction to this ;
poor sinner’s heart; he prayed that this might be the |
work of the Holy Spirit; and taking out his Bible, he
read the 139th Psalm.

«Oh! that is it, that is it," said the dying man, in
a low voice: “thank God, I have heard it again.""—
The clergyman then said: “The blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin.”*  “This isa |
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that |
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

«To save sinners!" said he; “but oh! not such
sinners as I have been.”” “Yes, such as you,” said
the clergyman. * Hear what comfortable words are

Every i a Christian is always bound to forgive.—Bp. Porteus.

nerve in his body seemed convulsed with agony; and |

“Tell me some |
verse that will bring it to my memory,"” said the cler- | having delivered his horse to a servant, walked to a
% Oh it told me,” said the dying man, “that |
God knew my down-sitting and my up-rising; that he | where he kneeled down and continued for some time

!

here :—*if any man sin, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous, and he is the
propitiation for our sins.” Hear what God says: ‘ come

now, and | . 2
: et us reason together; though your sius be i detract from the sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures, the

as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." "
“How? how? said the man eagerly; *what must I
do to be gaved ?” “ Belicve in the Lord Jesus Christ
and thoy ghalt be saved.  Your past sins will not con-
demn yoy ; Christ is able to save to the uttermost all
that come unto God by him.” The man stretched
out his hapds, with upraised eyes, as ifimploring mercy:
“God be gerciful to a poor sinner!” he faintly uttered,
and in that attitude his soul departed.

The clergyman looked around him: the light of the
glorioug gospel can illumine even this dungeon of
darknesg apd horror, thought he; on him who lay in
darkness apg the shadow of death has this light now
shined, T}e rest of the men had kept at a distance,
from the jgea that something mysterious must pass
between 4 dying soul and his spiritual instructor,
Wl.li(:h others were not to hear, “corrupted” as their
minds were, ¢from the simplicity that is in Christ.”—
But he getermined not to depart without a word of
ex.hortagion to them; and coming forward in the
midst of them, he spoke to them of the awful state in
which they were suuk ; invited them also to come to
Jesus, ang gbtain from him a full and free pardon for
a}l their past offences. * You know not, my fellow-
sinners," gaid he, * how soon each of you may be sum-
moned, ljke that poor man, before the awful bar of
God.  (polera is sweeping this city from one end to
the other. there is contagion in that corpse: I know
not but thig may be the last time I may have an op-
portunity of declaring the Gospel to poor perishing
sinners, ] am a dying man addressing dying men;
but, oh! }et the love of Christ who poured out his
blood upgy the cross to save lost sinners, speak to you
and urge you to quit this pit of destruction, a faint
type of that hell to which sin must lead you; return
to‘ habits of honest industry ; nothing but idleness and
crime coyld have brought you into this place.”” “It
is .true,” said the man who led him there, “it was
crime broyght us here,—we are a gang of robbers.—
Our lives, Sir, are in your hands; but, as a minister
of religion, I depend on your not betraying us. We
could not now get employment—no one would trust
us.”  “Trust in the Lord,” said the clergyman;
“hear bis words,—* Let him that stole steal no more;
but rashesdet him labour, working with his hands that

needeth.! Farewell; we may never meet again in
this world; bat a time will come when we shall meet
and oh! o that awful day, may I find that this mes-
sage of Mercy has been blessed to all your souls!”
The man conducted the clergyman until he was past
the dark DArTow street, and could find his way easily
to bis home, when he returned with sensations of
astonish‘lﬂe"t at the strange and almost romantic scene
he had just Witnessed ; it almost appeared to him like
a dream; but he blessed God for sending him as his

o proclal‘m "be'ty to this wretched bond-slave of
Satan. “Oh!" saig he, “is not this a brand plucked
out of the fire 2»

This is.no fictitious narrative; it is truth, however
romantic it May seem,  What an important testimony
does it afford to the efficacy of God's word, when ap-
plied to t}:e heart by the Holy Spirit! The simple
word of God, as read in the ordinary service of our
Chareb, W88 “quick and powerful : it was sharper
than any tWo-edged sword, it pierced even to the di-
viding asi0der of soul and spirit, and was a discerner

“all that ever he did.”

small trap door, which disclosed a vault of consider-
able depth, fiom whence no ray of light proceeded.—
“ Fear not, Sir,”” said the man, as be let bimself down

Crepurity of Unserievers.—Charles the IT.,
hearing the celebrated Vossius, a freethinker, repeat-
ing some incredible stories of the Chinese, turniug to
those about him, said, * This learned divine is a very
strange man; he believes every thing but the Bible.”

TrirLing wire Sertous Sunsects.—Nothing
hardens the heart more effectually than literary tri-
fling with religious subjects. Where all is theory or

Forarveness.—However frequently you are injur-
, if real penitence and contrition follow the offence,

Arrecting IncipENT.—~When Dr. Hutton was

and as he way travelling over Cam, betwixt Wensley-
dale and Ingleton, he suddenly dismounted, and,

particular place at some distance from the highway,

in prayer. Qn his return, one of his attendants took
the Bishop
informed him, that when he was a poor boy, without
shoes or stockings, traversing this cold and bleak
mountain on a frosty day, he remembered that he had
disturbed a red cow, then lying on that identical place,
in order to warm his feet and legs on the spot.—
Whitaker's History of Richmondshire. .

Tommunications.

[We deem it necessary to follow the example of the London Church
periodicals, and to apprize our readers that we are not responsible for
the of of our Correspondents.—Ep, Cuurcn.]

(For The Church.)
THE SCRIPTURES AND THE CHURCH.

paraphrase the words with Hear his Church. B
not substitute the one expression for the other, inasmucks
as the command, Hear ye him, direets me at once to where

Prophets,
and the Prophets, neither would they be persuaded thoughe
one rose from the dead.” (Luke xvi.)

the Holy Ghost.”

is my beloved Son, in whow I am well pleased; hear ye
him.” (Matt. xvii.) We ean only hear Christ, in the
Scripture record of what he taught, unless you would
But I can~

I shall find his own express words recorded under divine

inspiration; but the other directs me no whither.

« Abraham saith unto him, The
let them hear them. * * *

have Moses and the
f they hear not Moses

« He that is of God, heareth God’s Hords.” (Jobn viii.}
Jesus said, * If any man kear my words and believe not,
I judge him not; for I came not to judge the world, but
to save the world. He that rejecteth wre, and receiveth
not my words, hath one that 'judgeth. him: the word llm'g
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
(John xii.) : :
« For whatsoever things were written aforefime were
written for our learniug, that we throtgh patience and
comfort of the Scripture, might have hope. (Romans

Ve

“)Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God.” (Ephesians, vi.)
«The Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper

asunder of soul and spirit, of the joints and marrow,
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
(Hebrews iv.)

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the diviﬂ::;

« God who at sundry times and i divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the ptq?heu. hath int
these last days spoken unto us by his Son. (Heb. i.)
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by
(2 Peter 1.) ;
«And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Serip~
tures, which are able to make thee wise wnto salvation,
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Fim. iii.y
« All Seripture is given by inspiration of God.” Can any
thing higher be said of the Seriptures, fhan that they are
the Word of God to us? Can any higher demand be
made upon our reverence and respect, than to be expressly
told that they were dictated by the Holy Ghost ? Nothing
like divine inspiration is attributed in the Bible to the
ordinary teaching of the Church or the ministry.
“These things teach and exhort. If any man teack
otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words; even the
words of our Lord Jesus Clrist, and to the doctrine which

LETTER 1V.

To “ A Catholic.”

Sir,—However far it may be from your intention to

principles which you advocate have so decidedly that
tendency, that the question of their truth is of too much
importance to be hastily despatched. Any reply to what
you have advanced would be incomplete, were the fol-
lowing strange assertion, in the beginning of your third
letter, allowed to pass undisputed. I fear not to assert
that the Bible contains more injunctions of submission to
the authority of the Church as the instructor and the
guide of men, than it does of respect to itself as the Word
of God.”

This statement appears to me to be a most mistaken
one. Throughout the Old Testament, the Written Law
is constantly set before the Israelites as the supreme and
unalterable code, and for it their highest reverence and
respect are invariably demanded. I might transcribe
whole chapters in proof of this, but the following exam-
ples may suffice.

Moses accompanied the delivery of the Written Law
to the Israelites with sueh injunctions as these, *“¥e shall
not add unto the Word which I command you, neither
shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the
commandments of the Lord your God which 1 command
you.—Behold I have taught you statutes and judgments,
—keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom
and your understanding in the sight of the nations.-—For
what nation is there so great that hath statutes and judg-
ments so righteous as all this Law, whiek F set before you
this day?” (Deat. iv.)

“Therefore ye shall lay up these my words in your
heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign apon
your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your
eyes. And ye shall teach them your children, speaking
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by thf,ﬁ' way, when thou liest down; and when
thou risest up.” (Deut. xi.)

“If thou wilt not observe to-do all the words of this law
that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this
glorious and fearful name, The Lord thy God; then the
Lord will make t))y plagues wonderful.” (Deut. xxviii.)

“The Lord will again rejoice over thee for good, as
he rejqwed over thy fathers: if thou shalt hearken unto
the voice of the Lord thy God,to keep His commandments
and His statutes, which are written in this book of the law.”
(Deut. xXX.)

The following passage, in the same chapter, shews that
the Law was designed to be within every man’s reach;
and plain to every man’s understanding. * For this com-
mandment which T command thee this day, it is not hid-
den from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven,
that thou s}muldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven,
and bring it unto us, that we may heat it, and do it? Nei-
ther is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who
shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we

messenger o declare the gospel to that poor sinner,— |

of the thoughts and intents of the heart;'’ like what
was said by the Samaritan woman, it told this robber
He had wandered into the
church by accident, as he thought ; but was it ehance?
—No. Ma)_l we not hope that this poor man was one
of those rare instances of a wercy which has no bounds,
extended at the last hour,—so that none need despair ?

| may hear it, and do it? ~But the word is very nigh unto
| thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest

| PPt

“ Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do

which s good, that he may have to give to them that | all that is written in the book of the Law of Moses, that ye

turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left.”
(Joshua xxiii.)

It is remarkable, with reference to the question before
us, that when Moses solemnly delivered the Book of the
Law “unto the priests the sons of Levi, which bare the
ark of the covenant of the Lord, and unto all the elders
of Israel,” ¢(Deut. xxxi) nothing is said implying that
their teaching would be infallible, or that it was to be
binding upon the people in virtue of the Law having
been thus intrusted to them. If their teaching was to be
gifted with any thing like an inherent certainty and ex-
emption from error, this would have been the very occa-
| sion on which such a declaration might naturally have

| been expected, and on which it might with the most pro-
| priety and effect have been made. The absence of any

| tion that nothing of the kind was intended.

phet was positively commanded.

name, I will requure it of him.” (Deut. xviii.)

| his alleged authority-

| “If there avise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of

is according to godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing.”
(1 Tim. vi.) 'This text alone would disprove your state-
ment, that “the HBible is not even associated with the
ministry as an authoritative teacher ;” for if the teaching
of Timothy had been intended to be the law of the Churchy
it would have been sufficient for St. Paul, after giving
Timothy instructions, to have condemned those whe
should * teach otherwise;” but not even was the teaching
of this apostulically ordained Bishop to be the standard of
wholesome words and godly doctrine, but * the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” :

“ Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc~
trine of Christ; hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath the Father and the Son. If
there come any unto you, and bring not this doetrine,
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God
speed.” (2 Ep. Jobn.) From this it follows, that the
teaching of any man, or of any body of men, may be
examined whether it be the doctrine of Christ; but the
doetrine of Christ is recorded only in the Scripturesy
therefore any human teaching may be tried whether it be
according to the Scriptures. But that teaching which is
to be proved by another code, and which must be received
or rejected only as itagrees with or differs from that code,
must be seeondaty and subordinate to the law by which
it must stand or fall. And thiln Epistle shews, that the'

rmission was given not merely to a par{, or to a parti-
Cular order of the Church, but to the whole—to all and
singular of the society of believers, since the precept
ﬂd(;zressed to & certain Christian household, viz, ** theelect
body and her ehildren.” P

From many expressions in_your lettet’s, you appear tv'
think that the only safeguard against a perilous uncer=
tainty in religion, is t0 acknowledge that an infallible.

wer of interpreting the Word of God is vested in the
%nhnrch. St. Luke seems to have thought that his Gospel
alone would be sufficient to remove uncertainty ; his words
are; “ It seemed good to me also **** o write unto thee
in order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou mi
Enow the certainty of those things wherein thow hast been
instructed.” ‘Theophilus might possibly have doub
respecting the instruetion he had received, bt this writ-
ten Gospel was to set all his doubts at vest ; itis dm;;)w
capable, as far as its own sufficiency is e‘ungerne_ﬂ, of ';F
the same for us. Or if there was no uncertainty in ': e
mind of Theophilus respecting the truth of what hg ad
been tanght, stilt the words shew that St. Luke b:ouu e:ﬁ
that the instruction he had received needed to be confir
by a written narrative of mdgubued .amhomy. It nlsq
appears that the Evangelist designed his Gospel to correct
the errors which would arise from the in#ccurate histories
which had been published.. Why should we now consider
the whole canon of Scripture insufficient to enable us to'
decide between true and false doctrines, when St. Luke
thought that his Gospel alone would enable men to do so?

St. John appears to have had a similar impression, that
the written Word was a sufficient rule MP:'CMM
faith, when he said, towards the conclusion’ of his W_f
“But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus 19
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believinig ye might
have life through His name.”

After all, is the interpretation of the Church Universal,
if it could be obtained, or of any parficular Church, more
certain than the written Word of God? Is it more cer<
tain in_its origin or its authority ? In its language an
expressions is it clearer, plainer,; or more intelligible than
the Scriptures?  Are there any decisions of the Chureh
Universal, or of any Church particalar, for which ¥ cut¥
have stronger assurance of their trath than ¥ can have of
the very words of Scripture?

M it be alleged that the Seriptures are so variously
interpreted by various seets, that without some one extra-
neous decisive interpretation we must be ever at a loss tor
know what is truth, I ask, has any Church devised creed,

such deeclaration of infallibility affords a strong presamp-

And that we might reasonably look for some declara-
tion to this effect, is further confirmed by our perceiving
that when Moses was moved by the Holy Ghost to fore-
tell that God would raise up a Prophet to whom they
should hearken astoa teacher in whom there was no
possibility of error, their absolute submission to that pro-

“1 will raise them up a Prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that ¥ command
him; and it shall come to pass that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my

In Deut. xiii., we find an injunction to the Israelites to
, put to death any man who should attempt to draw them

away from the worship of the true God, even though he
1 should exhibit the strongest external proof in support of

articles or confession, that is not liable to be disputed
about, and differently understood in some particulars? le
there any confession of faith, from the most ancient to
the most modern, that has not been, and is not, positively
contradicted or denied in some puints, by some persons or
other? Is there any deelaration of any €hureh, which
' not only states tbe truth, but so states it as to silence alk
cavillers and gainsayers? Can any Church speak suche
words of might as shall strike all objectors dumb? Sor
that if the Bible eontains no absolute remedy for this un-
certainty,—if we cannot find rest for our souls in the
Word of God, we shall scareely find it in any other words
than His. i
Again, if we bad am infallible interprefation, ¥ can
scarcely conceive how that wowld do more towards pro-
d&ei‘r:g agreement and settling atl disputes, than the writ-
ten W ord which we have already. Tt wonld only be sub-
stituting one bovk for another, or giving us a book of
interpretation in addition to the origitat book of inspira-
tion ; and whether the additional volume, or the two,
would be more beneficial to the world than the present
ome; is very guestionable, ¥t were surely the safer way to
waintain the superiority of that book which we know is
of God, over all human compusitions and interpretations,
and its sufficieney as an authoritative and inteMigible
uide, praying that God will bless the nse of that which

Tth begi. :
?l: the sol:gms with peril of the body as well as peril
B:“Oul tov;-pen.l of the body to the mother, peril of |
ok ¢ child; and the first office of the Prayer i

in gep
4 o' " 8trict analogy wi . :
the Wothe alogy with this doctrine, presents to

reréy
L “:",‘l"

T

An arrow of co‘nnctinu was sent into his heart; which | dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign
rankled there till a messenger was sent to speak peace | or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spoke unto thee,
to his soul, and pour the gospel balm into his wounded | saying, Letus go after other Gods, . . . . . thou shalt ;
conscience; and he who has all hearts in his hands | not hearken unto the words of that prophet, and | ral unity and agreement on all the essential doctrines of
dicooiid the } et > that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to Christianity.

8o dispol ¢ hearts of his ferocious and hardened | death.” It was not by any show of power or authority | W C.C

RS

e bas given us, and trusting that in His own good time
He will, by the influence of the Holy Spirit, subdue *“the
unruly wills and affections of sinful men ™ to a more gene-

such time as he be confirmed, or be ready and desirous | by arope fastened at the inside. Mr. T felt at
to be confirmed.” So that Confirmation is the point | this moment the awful horror of his situation. He
¢ tison & = : - of Llllif.m between the one sacrament and the other.— | might 'ha\'c ﬂe(.l but he knew the man might soon over-

om her bed of danger to give 1 Boru into a new life by the one, we can only be sus- | take him, and in the dark he could scarcely find his




