
Account of Giovanni and Sebajian CabLtto.

was thawed on land, lie was forced to return to the wel; yet, notwith"
{landing, he failed towards the fouth, as far as to find himfelf almoft in the
fame degree of latitude with the Straits of Gibraltar, and he advanced to-
wards the weft, even to find himfelf almoft in the fame degree of longitude
with the ifland of Cuba; which defcriptiorï, if it is examined on the geo-
graphical naps, will be found to agrce with that of the Mantuan gentleman;
only here it is mentioned, that the fea vas frozen, of which in the other no
mention is made. Moreover Bacon affirins, that he found it always quite
free; but in this, perhaps, Bacon may be miliaken. And the Mantuan
gentleman, though lie advances, as the reafon of his turning back, that Ca-
botto took the dire&ion of the coafi different from that which lie could
have wifhed, does not deny that ice was found there, and that thefe, added
to the other reafons, compelled him to return. However it miglit be, Ca-
botta returned to England, certainly mortified at his unfuccefsful attempt ;
but full of expe&ationl of undertaking it another time with more happy.fuc-
cers. But the wars with which that kingdom was then diaurbed, did not
permit -his wi{hes to be accomplifhed; and being called, as it is faid, into
Spain after the death of Henry vii. he was there deftined for new voyages.
The celebrated Fofcarini affirms, (1) that to him is owing, the honour of
having before any other obferved the variation of the compafs; but he re-
ferves himfelf to fpeak of this in the fifth book of his Hiftory, which is not
publifhed, and we, confequently, are deprived of many illuarations, which
he would have thrown on this fubjea with his wontederudition. I know
that fone afcribe this honour to Cabotto, but others difpute it; nor have I
fucceeded infinding fuch tftimonials, by which I may affirin it with fafety.
But although this praife may not be due ta him, Cabotto has done no.fmall
honour to the Italian name by his b'old attempt; and it will always be the
im mortal glory of Italy, that frorn it have rifen thofe who have not a little
aflifted in the difcovery of the maritime paflage to the Eaft. Indies; fróm it
the firfi difcoverers of the new world, which alfo from an Italian took its
nane; from it, laRly, the firf± author of the bold and many times attempted-
projed of peetrating into the extremity of Afiaby the North Sea.*

( ) Letter. Venez. p. 4. 9.
[* One of the ftrongeft proofs, in attributing to Sebaftiano Cabotto the glory of having beert

the firft in difcovering the declination of the magnetic needle, is the teffimony of Livio Sa..
nuto, who affirms, that he heard it from Guido Gaunnetti da Fano, who was with the King
of England when Cabotto informed him of the difcovery which he had made. (r)

( i ) Geografia, . i. p. z.

Evénemens remaruiables du teins préfent.

N OUS avons déja fait mention de la rupture entre la Suede et la Rufie,
NL~ comme d'un incident de la guerre de cette derniere puiffiaice contre
la Porte Ottomane, et l'on croit avec vraifemblance que les moteurs cn.
étoient les mêmes. A ces infigations extérieures, il faut poùrtant ajouter
quelques objets de défiance et de mécontentement, malheureufenent trop
fréquens entre des voifins. Le général-major baron de Sprengporten, ayant
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