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7HE WEER.

I is well to let the public know all over the
country that Barnum is still up to his old
tricks. On the second day of the performance
of his circus in Montreal, the entertainment was
so curtailed as to be practically nothing.
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Tue number of failures throughout the Do-
minion is largely on the increase this year, but
it is worthy of note that the victims are mostly
beginners, embarking upon enterprises already
BS DUINETOUS as can be.
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Tuz outlook for the harvest still continues
good, despite the showery weather. The havy,
however, suffers from the beating rain, aad al-
thou_h fruit will be alundant, it is said that
apple blossoms Lave in considerable numbers
been blown away by the high winds.
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I~ there not a law to prevent a m»n from de-
liberately risking his life for the sake of money

Captain Webb propwses to roll down the Niagara x

Falls in an Indian rubber boat for the sum of
$10¢,000 to himself or heirs.
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Ovs: Lopes of an abatement of cholera on the
banks of the Nile were premature. The dread-
ful discase is spreading acd great uneasiness
prevails in Europe. There is a gleam of comfort,
however, in the doutt of the physicians whether
the malady is really the Asiatic scourge.
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Tee Count de Chambord still holds out, and
even should he eventuslly succumb, the delay
will have the good effect of allowing political

excitement to subside.
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CAXADIAN soil Las not yet been contawin-
ated bty the footprint of the informer Carey.
It is said that he i detained at Newgate, peud-
ing h.sshipment io a British Colony,
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AMoNG our illustrations will be found a view
of the Proteus and Yantic, the Greeley Relief
Squadron, stopping at 8t. John, N.B., on their
way to Franklin Day.
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Lorp Carxarvon's visit to Canada will be
welcome, When he was Secretary of State for
the Colonies, he prepared the agreement between

Csnada and Dritish Columbia, known as the
Carnparvon Terms,

! Tne existence of the Gindstone Government is
’jnopnnlized Ly the agreement with Mr. Do
. Lesseps for the building of a sccond capal in

Faypt. And yet Mr. Gladstone is clearly in
the right, because ha is acting with a preper
tespect far the prerogatives of the great Freuch
engineer.
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It is simply inexplicable how such men as
Lord Wolseley and the Duke of Cambridge
should object to the tunnel between England
and France on military grouuds. It will be re-
membered, however, that the Sucez Canul met
with just the same extraordinary opposition

5 from Lord Palmerston dewn,
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So far is the Tope from withdrawing or even
, softening his utterances on the Jrish question,
that an article published in a Roman paper with
his consent emphatically reasserts the principles

of the famous circular and further claims that
“the pelicy of the Vatican toward Ireland has
been consistent thronghout the present Pontifi-
. cate and for a period long anterjor,
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Hasrax wou the mateh at Ugdensburg with
petfect ease.  This is the more satisfactory that
Ross has been boasting and vaporing for the
. pust two years, expressing his contidence that
Le wus the better man. The Champion, how-
ever, has lowered himself in the estimation of
decent men by his vu'gar altercation with

Courtney.
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““ WhAT's in a name ! is a question that is
continually asked since the days of Shakespeare.
“ What's in aletter I'* will come next. At their
last general meeting the Coloured Press Associa-
tion decided that the word ““nezro” should
henceforth be spelled with a capital “ N."* We
hereby promise never to write it otherwiss.
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ANoTiER figure has disappeared from the
mimic stage of life. By the death of General
Tom Thumb the world loses oue of the very best

known of its entertainers.
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THE necessity of fire-proof buildings for pub.
lic collections is once more presved upon our
notice by the conflagration in the Indiana Uni-
versity, destroying the laboratory, a library of

15,000 volumes, the museum of the famouy Owen
collection, and Dr. Jordan's collection of fishes,
hus beer burned with a loss of §200,000.
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ANOTHER curious example of race differences,
doubtless perfectly honest, was given in the re.
sult of the Coroner’s inquest into the death of
Chaperon, at Belcwil, by a volunteet of the 53th
Regiment, named McCauley. The seveu French
i members of the jury prouounced for wilful mur.
i der, while the tive English-speaking members
! deemed the act only manslaughter. MeCauloy
. was shewn to have Leen very drunk when he
; committed the dastardly act.

MONTREAL SWIMMING CLUB.

The annual mecting of the Montreal Swim-
ming Cleb was held in the Lopg Reom of the
Mechanics' Hall last week. The President, Mr,
A. G. Lord, occupied the chair, snd there was
a large attendance of members,

After the minutes of the last annual meeting
were read and confirmed,

The annual reports were read and adopted.
The report of the President showed that the
past searon had heen a still greater success than
the previous one. Although the spring was cold
and late, nevertheless the Club hod inereased
from 667 to 736 members—that is, 220 seniors
and 527 juniors. A large number had learned
to swim, and floating was now a common thing
among the members, Throazh the economical
management the treasurer had the lurgest ba-
lance the Club ever bad, which woulil enable
them to make addit’onal impr. vements, A very
large number of ladies and gentlemen were pre'.
gent at the anuual races, which were well con-
tested, uud two gentlemen, Messra, G. B. Bur.
Iand and Jeffrey H. Burland, had b come hono.
rary life inembers. The report of the Secretary,
Mr. R. Darling, showed that five out of the
thirteen oflicers of the club had attended all the
meetinga of the committee whieh had been hell
during the season. The report of the Treasurer,
Mr, J. Krase, showed that the receipts during
the year were $607.18 and the disbursements

| 8488.01, leaving a balsnce in hand of $119 17,

The election of officers for the ensuing year
resulted ns follows: — President, Mr. Henry
Swain ; First Vice-President, Dr. Fionie; Se-
cond Viee.President, Mr. R. Thompson ; Saecre-
tary, Mr. R. Darling ; Treasurer, Mr. J. Kruse ;
Manager, ox-Lieut.-Col. Labranche ; Commit-
tee, Messrs. Reinhold, C. DeSalaberry, Geo,
P. Porteoun, A. Bunnin, W, Dodd, J. Simmonds
and H, Garth.

A vote of thanks was passed to the retiring
oflicers for their services during the year,

On motion of Dr, Finnie it was resolved thut
the past nnd present sccretaries and treasurers
should be elected life members of the club, viz :
—Messts. D. Major, advocate, R. Gwilt, R. Dar-
ling and J. Kruse.

Mr. Bulmer moved, seconded by Mr. Thomp-
son, that the committee be empowered to make
Col. Labranche a donation at the end of each
season, Carried.

The meeting then adjourned.

THE DERBY.

Thrice has the Blue Bibbon of the Turf, the
great prize at the British Isthmisn games, been
carried off by stecds of foreign birth, The French
Gladiateur, the Hungarian Kisber, the Ametican
Iroquois, have beaten the best Euglish horses
on the most famous English course, The Greek
desigration of the Epsom meeting is due to the
classic tastes of Lord Palmerston, the heraldic
title of the race to the Oriental favcey of Lord
B:aconsfield.  Old Pam used to christen his
horses out of the _Eneid, to the dire confusion
of honest book-makers, who never counld agree
as to the pronounciation of the name of Prinm’s
splendid daughter llioue, the winuer of the
Cesarewitch. It was therefore quite in keeping
with the character of the English Premier to
move *‘that the House do adjonrn over Wed-
nesday, to allow honorable members to be pre-
sent at our Isthmian games.” When Lord
George Bentinck quitted the tuif for the House
of Commons he sold his stud. Oa the 22ad of
May, 1818, his Frutuctiouist resolutious were
negatived in the House ; on the 24th, Snrplice,
one of the horses he had parted with, won the
Derby.  ““ All my life,” he groaned out, “ I
have been tiying for this, and for what have 1
sacrificed it 1" The sympathizing Disraeli in
vain strove to console his friend. ¢ You do not
know what the Derby is, " replied Lord G orge.
“Yes, T do. It is the Blue Ribbon of the Turf,”
was the auswer. Perhaps we may say that there
would have been neither Isthmian games nor
blue ribbons of the turfif General Gat«s had not
Leen victorious at Saratoga.  Without thut de-
feat General Burgoyne would not have sold his
hunting-box at Eys»m to Lord Derby, and
without the possession of th+t hunting-box by
that uobleman there would have been no Derby
race. Ejpsom first became famous for its Epsom
salts, and the fashion and beauty of London
used to tlock to the little Surrey village to
drink the waters. Oar gossiping friend Pepys
was there, and *“did drink four piuts.” He
found there Nell Gwyuune, Sir Charles Sedley,
and other reprobates of both sexes, who did not
drink the nauseons f{luid, but amused them-
selves with cards and dances in the evening,
horse-racing aud hunting in the morning, and
severe flirting at all hours. Gradually the races
formed an important feature of the seakon, just
as they do at Saratoga, and when finally Fpsom
salts lost, not their savor, bat their popularity,
the course ou the downs was the only attraction
left. From the foundation of the Derby in
1730, when Sir Charles Bunbury's Diomed came
in first of nine start -rs, the Fpsom meeting has
constantly ioerensed in interest. lo the long
list of wineing owners all classes are represent.
ed, fromm royal dukes to sporting publicans,
while for the names of the winning horses time
and space seem to ha.o been ransacked. Bet.
ween the Hemeric Diomed nnd the Awmerican
Irarpuois we huve aristocratic Sir Harry, Prince
Leopold, and Lord Lyou minuled with plebeian
Sam, Moses, aud Dauiel 'Bourke. It is a
common English practice to name colts with
some reference to their parents. Thus Macaroni
was by Swectmeat, Orlando by Touchstone, and
Hermit by Newminister out of Seclusion. In
other cases the mother has given the hint
for the name. Favanius wag the son of Z#phyr,
Gladiateur of Miss Gladiator, while Beadsman
anil Bluegown owe their beggarly appellations
to Sir Joseph Hawley's mare Mendicaot. Till
1865 no foreigner had triumphed on the turf at
Epsom. The spell was broken in that year by
Comte de Lagrange’s magnificent CGladiateur,
which won in a comwmon canter, and is the only
hiorse which can boast at the fourfoid palms of
the Two Thousand Guineas, the Derby, the
Grand Prix of Paris, and the 8t. Leger. He was
sixteen hands high, a bay with black legs; he
had a large plain head, well.arched ueck, pow-
erful sioping shoulders, muscular arms and
thighy, and was desp in the girth. So devel-
oped was his form that ungracious doubts as to
his age were expressed, till a veterinary exami-
nation proved that they were unfonmled. Gla-
diateur's best race was a8 n four-year-old for the
Ascot Cup, when he defeated Regalin and bread.
albane. FEleven years elapssd before another
foreiguer seored a trinmph. Oa this oceasivn
the victor, Kisber, came from Hungary. Ha was
by Buccaneer ont of Minetal, and waos bred at
the great imperial-royal stud farm at Kisber,
which was then managed by Count Zosst. This
grand establishment comprizes 16,648 acres,
and all the work on it is done by solliers
Kisber was fifteen hunds three inches high ; in
color he was a hard bay with a ruddy tinge,
black points, yluin head, very muscular neck,
and splendid sl‘louldcrs and loins. Asa two-year-
oll he had only run four times, and only won
one race,

T'he firat of Americans to challenge the Brit-
ish sportsmen on their own ground was Mr,
Ten Broeck. MHis horses, Prioress, Statke, Op-
timnist, and Umpire, all won valuable stakes,
the first-named {)cing in 1857 the heroine of a

dead heat for the Cesarewitch with Queen Bess
and E! Hakim, and winning the deciding heat.
Umpite started in the Derby of 1860 vn even
terns in the betting with Mr. Merey’s Thor-
manhy. We need not refer to the performauces
of Purole, but come at once to the most brillinnt
achievements of American horses in 1881, [t
was no unknown horse that carried Mr, Lor.
illard’s striped sleeves to victory. Iroquois was
born in America, trained by an Ameriean, and
had won fame on the American turf before he
landed in Bngland. Ile unfortunately missed
the Two Thousand Grineas, but won the Derby
by half a lexgth, and the St. Leger, aver a
louger course, by a length. The Throngs of
horse-taming Yorkshire men who crowd the
Town Moor at Doncaster are better judges of
genuine sport than the Londoners who make an
annual holiday at Epsom, and the welcome
they gave to Iroquois was warter thau the ova-
tion accorded ty him at Epsom. Iroquoisis a
brown horse with one white fore-foot, and shows
splendid action and staying }wwors. Tu both
ruces he enjoyed the benetit of Archer’s riding,
[ord Falmeuth resigning his claim to that joc-
key’s services in the St. feger. Detween these
two great events he won the Prince of Wales's
Stukes at Ascot, giving nine pounds.  The sue-
cess of Mr. Lorillard's horse is to be attributed
in no small degree to hisx American trainer,
Pincas, who, as a well-informed correspondent
of the Spirit of the Times writes, ** took a lame
horse from the hands of his }-rcdm‘--ssor and won
the great event of the yenr.,”” How great a horse
Iroquois is, iv proved by the faet that sines the
estublishment of the two races only nine double
victories have been gained.—Huvun Craia, in
Harper's Magazing for Augqust.

THE TENUENCY OF SCIENTIFIC
INQUIRY.

Sir Henry Barkly, C.C.M.G., F.K.R],, took
the chair at the anuual weeting of the Victoria
{Philosophical) Institute, at 7, Adelphi Terrace,
Loudou, in the last week in June. The Hono-
rary Secretary, Captain F. Petrie, F.R.8. 1., read
the report, by which it appeared that the Insti-
tute,~—founded to investigate all questions of
Philosophy and Science, and ote especially
au?' alleged to militate against the truth of Re-
velation, —hud now risen to 1,020 members, of
whom about one-third were Foreign, Colonial,
and American, und new applicauons to join
were constantly coming in. An increasing num.
ber of leading ruen of Secience bad juined its
rauks, and men of Science, whether in its ranks
or not, co-operated in 1ts work., Duaring the
session & careful analyses had becn undertaken
by Professors Stokes, F.R.8. Sir J. R, Bennett,
Vice-Pres. R.8., Professor Buale, F.R.S, and
others, of the various theories of Evolution, and
it was reported that, as yet, no scientific evi-
dence had been niet with giviog countonance to
the theory that man had been evolved from au
lower order in animals ; and Professor Virchow
had declured that there was a conplete absence
of any fossil type of a lower stage in the de-
velopment of wwan i und that any positive ad-
vance in the province of prehistone anthropo.
logy has uctually removed us further from proofs
of such connection,~—pnamely, with the rest of
the Animal kingdom. In this, Professor Bar-
rande, the great palo:ontologist, hud concurred,
declaring that in none of his investigations had
he foned auy one fossil species developed into
auother.,  fo fact, it would serin that no scien-
tific man had yet discovered a link between
man and the ape, between lish and frog, or bet.
ween the vertebrate aud the invertebrate ani.
mais ; further, there was no evidencs oY any one
species, fussil or other, losing its peculiar cha-
racteristics to acquire new oues b longing to
other species ; for iustance, however similar the
dog to the wolf, there way no connecticg link,
um‘i among extinct species the same way the
case ; there was no gradaal passage from one to
another, Moreever, the first avimals that existed
on the earth were by no meany to be considered
as inferior or degraded. Among otherinvesti.
gations, one into the truth of the argument from
Design in Nature had been carried on, and had
hitherto tended to fully confiem that docttine.
The question of the Assyrian inscriptions and
and the recent Bybyloniau researches had boen
uuder the leadership of Mr. Hormuzd Rasam,
who, on his arrival {rom Nineveh, had given a
full report of the extrnt of his new excavations,
which were of the highest interest, Hig dix.
covery of Sepharvaim, one of the tirst cites men.
tioned in Holy Writ, was most important. Pro.
feasor Delitsch and others aided in the consi-
deration of the discoveries and the inseriptious
found. Two mectings had been held to consider
the questions raised in Mr. Herbert Spencor’s
Philosephy, and Lord O'Neil and others had
shown, by a careful analysis of his nrguments,
that o greater attention to accuracy in atatement
would have kept Mr. Spencer from arriving at
those hasty conclusions which had made his
philosophy remarkable, It was announced that
the resnlts of explorations now being carried on
in Kgypt would be laid before tha lustitute
carly in the winter,  The discoverics were very
important, especially that of the site of Succoth,
which,like the results of the survey of Valestine,
was cunfirmatory of the Sacred Record. The
ganrterly Journal, which had been published
for sixteen years, was now jssued free to all
Members and Associntes, whether at home er
abroad, Several interesting speechos hnving
been made, the Members and their friends ad-
journed to the Musewm, whers refreshments

"were served.




