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SPECULUM VITZ.

Lat i look in the glass for a moment,
- Let us brush off the mist from the face—
‘I'he mirrer of life that is broken
When Death in our ear koells the token
To crumble in spacel

We nust fall whether prayiog or piuing,
Whether fearing or moeking 1he blow,
Brush the mist from the mirror, then, trembling :
“The grave is no place for dissembling ~
There vaunting iies low.

I'he oves, as they gxe to earth’s glory,
Peer into that mirror of pain

Where the slaju of our years lies all gory,

Best uver by grim shadows hoary
Recording each stain.

Nat n blot nor a blemish eseapes them,
The situs af the lone and the crowd.
‘The crime where we pandered or paltered,
The dark things that lips never faitered

There cry out aload,

They are there, and uo tempests can tide them
They glow with aceusing ami shame,
The” the 3 ears be ali dead, They are living,
"Mig the sitence they cry for forgiving
With diretal aeclaim.

O the wreck-plank ot lite i there pandou
When joy is wort heliew iu siny

dence, and for her part she would stay . with the
Weadles, at Tunbridge - Wells, .\mtil we could
get settled in a'less explosive lmlghl.murhood..
Now, Mrs. Weadle was another niace, an'in-
uncent waman enough by nature, but married
to a designing busband, who monided her plastie
character as he willed,  They lad often iuvited
Aunt Ramb to stay with them, and professed =«
strong attachwent to her 3 but itis iy sad sus-
picion that they were sctuated by mercenary
motives alove. 1t was wuch to be feared that
they might ingratiate themselves unduly in the
course of & very long visit, and their son might
be fostered into that place held by ourlittle
Sarah in the will and oftections of hey elderly ye-
lative. [t 'was true that Annt Sarab preforyed
girls to boys; that the only chikl the Weadles
had was masculine, shile both of ours were
fowinine ; and that she had taken a particular
faney to the little girl who was named after her.
But bistorv, biogmphy and experience combine
to teach us that ladies are occasionally fickle :
Aunt Sarah might be converted to boys in gene-
ral; and the Weadle youth in particular.

1t will not do 1o leave dear aunty long with
the Weadles,” said my wife. *‘1fear that they

fixtores convenient, A pretty lawn, shaded by
handsome trees, sloped down to the bauks of the
Thawmes, where there was.a picturesque boat-
house.  The kitcheu-garden was wmple, with a
good store of fruit trevs in it ; the stubling suf-
ficientfor our modest wants,  We certainly saw
all this under favourable suspices. 1t was the
irst really baliny day of early spring ; the sun
was shining, the binds were singing, the river
sparkling, and the buds on the trees seemed to
be growing greener every minute.  We really
thonght that we had at Jength hitupon the very
thing. -Not that we were over-sanguine as we
rosle baek to town ; we had been too often disap-
pointed “not to fear some hiteh or some fatal
drawback. .

The more we saw. of Swausdown Villa, how-
ever, the better we liked it.  The only reason
for its being empty was the exorbitant rent le-
manded by the proprietor’; but sinee that would
he divided between Aunt Sarah and myself, it
was not 8o serious an obstacle in our case. - As
for that estimable relative, when “she saw the
place she was charmed ;and to ent a long story
short, we hanpily resened her vut of the design-
ing hands of the Weadles, and established her

to guide ity only a vaguoe impression that the
rocket, when fixed to the stick, should balauee
an inch-or twa below the head.  Our neighbour
ou the right was curious in vegetables, and glass
frames were spread all over hiz grounds, so that
it would never do to ineline the missiles in that
direction. “lu front, however,”wasx the river,
into which the sticks would fall harmlessly 5 and
on the right was a wharf, for the lading and
unlading of what metchandise I'did not kuaw-—
outr shrubbiery was planted out too thickly to get
a glitnpse al it coal, probably, I coujretnred.
Al any rate it might fairly be suppoxed” that an
empty ease with o light lath attached to it would
do uo barm 100t fell within the peecinets or on
to one of the barges moored off it,. So I fixed
the rockets with aslight inelination tv the left,
to make sure-of avolding the cncumber aund
melon frames.

It was with some doubt as to haw the thing
waould behave that Lapplied o sputtering vesu-
vian to the tonch-paper of the fivst, 1t smoublered
so long that T feared it had gone ont, and was
Justabout toapoly i second mateh when a stremn
of lire shot ont with o suddenness which - made
me juinp a yard back, and away soared the fire-

When the heart sees no light inthe sparkie,
Nor gloon where the drowsy waves darkle
Oy feemun and Kin ¢

will not make her comfortable.” :
She wonld have expressed  her meaning more
clearly if she had left out the aof, but 1 under-
stood her, and acquiesced.  ** We  will look-out
for a house in a neighbourhood she. will like ut
once,” Treplied.

 Letit be on the banks of the Thames 1 she
likes water, and - there is nene at Tunbridge
Wells,” continued my better half ivnocently.
“ 1 will writ? an account of our prospects of
steceeding in tinding a place to suit her every
other day.”

We had gone to Hastings directly after the
explosion, which toek place late in theautumn,
and had spent the winter there. = 1t was in
Mareh that Aunt Sarah went to stav with the
Weadles, and that the above conversation was
held. It is my firm opinion, dJerived from ex-
periences in house-hunting at the time, that if
2 gold medal were offered for the most iugenious
perversion’of facts, a house-agent wonld win it.

comfortably in her wew home. Not too soon ;
for Weadle had gained a certain ascendency over
her, aud a correspondence has been kept up with
that braneh of the fawmily ever since.

For a time we were in eoustunt expectation
of same unthought of defeet coming to light in
our new home ; but weeks pussed on without
smells cropping up, or kitchen boilers bursting,
or any other domestic ealamities oconrring, and
we gradually grew easy. W boated, we fished,
we made pleasant acquaintances among our
neighbours, we picniced, we practiced lawn
tennis, and thoroughly enjoved the sumwmer,
which extended itsell into Uctober; Aunt Saruh
being as happy as any one in-a quict sort of way,
and reeovering in a great measure from the shock
she had received : for though T liave spoken of
that vxplosion in a somewhat light toue, the
poor old lady’s nerves were seriously jarred
by it. y

The pleasant weather died ofl' very suddenly

work in the most satisfactory manner high into
the air, where it burst, well over the river, and
coloured stars tloated away from it. Uhere was
a tapping ot the windew, to which Fwent, It's
beautiful,” said a voice through the glass ; “*hut
we eould not see it burst well. “The large willow
tree was in the way.”  To avoid this 1 directed
the other rockets mare to the left. - Sonme be-
haved as satistactorily as the fiest ; others, in
t consequence, protubly, of insuflicient sticks, not
quite 50 well, as they reached their apogee and
turned to come back before they p]mlml. One,
indeed, which took a most erratie course and
fell in the direction of the wharf, must have
been very near the earth or water when'it burst,
for 1 heard the bang, but could see nathimg but
a reflection above the trees an the left,

1 had just dispatelind two more rovkets sky-
ward - when I heand a ratthing and a kivking
against the piling, and o deeponed agitated voive
eadedout s Y Hit for goodness sake siop those

‘Elen brush the world's wiist frome the mirror
White Jife in our hosam is sweet,

Aod turn, with 5 love of the parest,

O'er putheays the falrest and surest
The trace of our teet.

SWANSDOWN VILLA.

We are not rich, but we are better ot thau
people thiuk us, which is my dea of comfort.
Livein a <omewhat quieter stvle than yeur in.
cotne tiight fairly allow, and you have a margin.
Ostentation is a very nice thing for people who
hike 3f, Lut it necessitates palling at vour ex.
pomstiture to make ends meet 1 and then, it the
tncome taX is doubled or another child comwes,
you are wortied and perplexed.  We have two
viatldren and an anut, and desire no increase to
onr family. On the aunt side we are pretiy sale;

on the child side we hiape for the best, but there | A desirable mansion or a picturesque villa dde- | atlast. A fog, & frost, and three days’ perpetual fireworks ! Do you want to murder the whele
is uo knewing. The rising generation is very | seribed by one of these gentry resembles the prain closed the season effvctually.  The boat was patish at one go?

perverse, aud crops up ovensicually in the most
unexpected way.
Aunt Sarah nas lived with us ever

real article abiont as much as a theateical castle
seen from the pit does the same erection viewed
from the wings. As for suppression of ‘truth,

hauled up into its dry-dock 1 the garden ganes
were packed away earefully ;. and wy wife and 1,
who are partial to theatrical entertainments,

They are nearly over now,” said

Lot am
sorry that reeket foll in your premis

55 bt these
two are direcied more to the front.”  Wihish

since the

-

sevomd yesr of our marriage, when she had the | that | suppose is to be expected,” since the law | began: somewhat to regret our distance from whish ! they went as ¥ spoke.
misfortune o lose her Yido: and twing of an

town.

At breakfust on the 3rd of November, dunt
Sarah said : *“If you are thinking of having any
fire-works 1o amuse the ehildren on the Sth
Guy Fawkes” Day), Charles, [ should like to!
contribute.” I left an egg hall-decapitated, like |
a vietin in the hauds of av unskilful executioner,
sn astounded was 1. We had been devising how
we should keep the flare of squibs, and the bang-
ing of maroans in the distanes from the eves and
ears of our relative, and had arranged to have
all the shutters in the honse closed, and 211 the
curtaing drawn at 4. very early hour onlthe
eventiul evening, dreading lest any such sight |
or sound should recall the alarming episedes of
the year before, o

*CWhy, you look quite seared, my dear,” she.
added to my wife ; it does not do o give way
to unreasonable nervousness, - W are many )
miles away Trom that dreadful tanal vow."

I have often observed that invalids and nerve
ous prople defent all aalenlation of their likes
and dislikes in'this way, and yet | was sirprised,
Not wishing Aant Sarah to see that [ thought
her weaker than she was, however, | entersd
with alacrity into the scheme, went-to London
and pureliased 2 neat assottment of pretiy-cong
buastibles that very alternoon, sad spent the 4th
and the morning of the

which excnerates a man from criminating him-
self may be inferred to extend to his projerty,
and therefore to the property of other people in-
trusted to his disposal. ~ But the  general resulz
of all this positive and negative deception is to
give the house hunter an immense amount of
trouble and anxiety, and to cure himof any
blind confidence in his fellow-men forever. For
three consecutive weeks iy wife and | saw over
twenty houses per week, so we ought to know:
1t'is true that the great mnjority of these tene:
ments, which promised well vpon papery were
5o obviously unsuitable to us that a glanee snf-
Beed to show they would mot- do. When' the
spacious apartments proved te be seven feet high,
or the eight good bedrooms resolved themselves
iuto tive, with three cupboards; we dild vot waste
wuch time, beyond that taken up by the journey
to and fro.  But. the disadvantages of other
houses were not so immediately obvivus. 1{ was
only during spring-tides - that the eéllars -and
kitebens of Fluvial Lodge were nnder water.
The faint smell which floated dbout Upas Villu
could not be deteeted when winduws™ and -doors
were open, and inguirieg in the neighbourhood
alone bronght out the rerearkable susceptibility
of a lony succession of tenanis to fevers of a
typhold-character; It was only when the wind
lay in a sontherly or easterly direction that the
near neighbourhood of the Golden Guano Uom-
piny’s Works to the Lilacs became ohvious ;
and we ‘should have committed ourselves irre-
coverably in five years of that unique residence
if a breeze had naot sprung up in the quarter
named, on the oceasion of our thinl visit. - We
were likewise very nearly fixing ourselves inthe
Hermitage, so little perceptible was the throb of
the waser-works” engine hard by while you were
moving shout, talking, and interested in other
matters. - Yet from what we learned afterward
we might just as well have taken up ourabode
on board a screw.steamer. Port winé could net
depasit its bees-wing or eecilings retain their
plaster, so earnest and unceasing was the vibra-
tion. At last, when we were well-nigh in de-
spair, the very place we wanted turned ap. My
wife and T-—we generally hunted in couples—-
were walking disconsolately, not to say sulkily,
aloug a rquict roail'on our way back to the rail-
way statiou, after an unsatisfactory inxpection of
an incipient ruin, which might have heen ren-
dered habitable by the outlay of 2,000, or so,
wheu we came toa high, dirty-white wall with-
a door init, and on the.door there was nailed «
‘notice board : _ s T
To Let. o [nquive within”
“Why, here is a house’'in Eyotham which we
have not seen !I"'exclaimed my wife. ..

It was ot down in any agent's hook,”” said

] wonder what it is Jike 00 i

¢ A jail or a_couvent, to judge from this side
of it, whichiis all wall.?’ . -0 :
wo¢ Never mind ;. et us look at it o0
'S0 we'stopped and pulled at a hell-handle at
intercals, until adeafl char-womnn let us:in to
véry plessant-looking premises.. Al the gloom
was confined to'the side facing the road ;” mice
thirough the door, all was bright and ¢heerful
anough, especially . when “the shutters” were
oponed..The rooms wera of good size and height,
t{m kitchen dry, the roof and flrors uppﬂremly
sound, the cupboards deep and: plentiful, the

The ma’s voice rose to a howl. " Ape vou
mad, to send thase things flying uhons next dosor
to a powlder-wharf?  Light auether, and 1"l
have the taw of you.”

* Powder-wharf ! 1 cried aghuast

HAve, powder-wharl, as you minst ave knawn
and a harge three-parts Inden Iying off i1, which
vour rocket only missed by about a vant.”

S5 A not know it2” eried 1 and it owas
ant abominable shamy not to tell mie. s it dikely
[ wauld have taken-the honse i 1 had kuown
that such a thing wasin the weiphbourhomi 1

P Paps that's why they didi’t tell ve ; thoush
there's na’possible “danger unless ywaple play
such mad promks s yours,”

Aviolent tapping at the drmwing-toom window
as followed by t1s being opened, and wy wife's
s inquired whether anvthiug aas e matier.

* Nothing,” said 1, “only it i< ail over. |
was looking to seaif 1 had forgotion auvthing. ™

“ But Iheard voices.” ' :

O ves poa peighbour,  Afeabd, ven hoew,
that the falling rocket-sticks might damags his
premises. Shut the window ; the childrea will
entehcold. Usball be ficdiveetly, " Then rush.
ing-back to the paling, 1 implored the powd

wivetionate disposition, bound to love some-
thing, she fixed on our baby as a fit object for
sttschment.  She has her two rooms and her
own maid, sud ean e as independent as she
ple Of course, the fact makes no difference
in cur feelings toward her or in our desire for
her comfort, hut 1 mention incidentally that her
money is entirely at her own disposal, and that
she has a good deal of it. She is ouly my aunt
by marrtage, but | aw quite «s fond of her as ]
«ould beof & blood relation, perhaps mora so, for
sinee it is notorious that a man loves his wife
better than himself (ot ought to, it sees to fol-
low by analogy that he must also prefer her
family 1o his own, especially any -member of it
e whom he feels grateful for what she will very
probabiy do for hiny or for his children some day.

Aunt Jarah liked our home. 11 was close to
London ; veta park where fresh, almost country,
air eould be breathed was within a shert . walk.
Water, too, was visible trom) the drawing-room
windows ; and as the happiest portion of herlife
had breen spent on the banksof the Severn; she
vas partialto water and liked to watch the ves-
sels passing to and fro.  k is true that cur sub.
stitute for a river was but the canal in Regent's
Park, but still it pleased her ;and probubly we
shiould never have left the suburb of Art il we
bad not been pretty nearly blown out of it by
the famons guupowder explosion which created
such a panic eariy one morning a few years ago,
When the powd-r.burge blew up it shattered
our windows and Aunt Sarah’s nerves.

When iy wife had wssured herself that the
children were safe, she went to Aunt Saral's
rooin, and presently her voice rose in wild
alatm : *“ Charles, Charles | Aunt Sarah’s gone t”
! was much shoeked, thinking she alluded to a
fatal effect.  ** Anil youn must go after her di-
rectly.”’ : o )

This was ¢ven a harder blow, for [ faneied my
spouse had bern frightened out of her wits: “Go
after her I I exclatined. :

“*Yes ; the hall door is open ; she must have
run out into the road. Obh, do follow her at
oncet'’ : . :

1 obeyed without “delay," though my costums.
was grotesque and insuflicient ; and taking, for-
tunately, the right turning, came presently upon
the poor old lady, who was standing bewildered
At astreet corner, with a-bed-candlein her hand.
1 knew herby instinet, or [ shonldl never have
recognized her in her night attire,. which cou-
sisted of a variety of wraps and the niost porten-
tous vight-cap that imagination can conjure
up. It was some minutes before 1 could  conx
ker baek ; and when at length she took my arm
und allowed me to lead her away, the spectacle
we Yresented must have been curious.

The effect of this event npon Aunt Sural’s
nerves was 8o serious that she could not bear to
setnain: in the same neighibourhood, Tt was in
vain that I related to her the precaution of that
lrgendary mathematician who, happening to be
on-board a frigate during a naval action, thrust
Lis liead into the first - shot-hole, -and -remained
n .x)mt porition, like a nautical ostrich, till the
tiring was over, having made a rapid calculation
of the enormong odds against two balle striking
in precisely the some spot. She only replied
that he war s very wicked man totempt Provi.

1
i
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aran nat o say anythivg abont the enatio roeks
fand fearing lext the dlarm shoulbd have mada hin
Sth in making arrange- | U, pressid asovereign upon him o moisten
ments for their effvetive display. . The fussiness | bs throat with - Heaeerpted js, dbserved mys
of these preparations was absurd enough, {'have | teally that mam was the ward, and retired.

no daunbt, for I had nat launched out iuto any. Whether in the interest of Dis cuplovers or
thing elaborate, but had contented myself with | inming I know not, bat the powder men fas
very simple aud familiar pieces.  Still, it e | ren faithful. Muwm bas been the word ever
quired some thought und study to find-out how  sinee. " Yet 1 feel dike the character in- the
tw let off even these with wivantage, so inex-: modern novel who has committed the erime,
perienced was .. However, there were printed | aud Hves for three ‘morial. volumes i eonstant
directions in my box, and by following these | dread of exposure. 1t is not that I apprelicnd
carefully, [ hoped to please my not too critiend’| ANY positive danger of being levitated, together
spectators,  These were posted at the drawing- | With my family, for I have made enjuiries, and
roomn windos, which looked out upon the lawn:} the precautions taken at the wharf render an
where the exhibition waa to take place : and'| accident well-igh impossible. But supposing
soonafter dinner on « most favonrable evening, | Attt Sarah were to discover that the barges she
dark, dry and still, [sallied out with a box of { admires vo much on o swmnier's rvening are akin
vesuvians in 'my- hand, and opensd the. enter- | 1o the ove which blew her intn the street (as she
tainment by lighting the toush-paper of a neat | frmly belisves was the caset on o former ovoasion,
case, which presently began to burn with intense |1 bave got a lease of Swansdown Villa for seven
brightuess, cansing the trees, the river, and all | years;-Lhave underlet the other hows ata loss,
other objects 1o appear blue, theu green, then| The Weadles bave been asked to stay with us,
rosy, then intensely dark ; quite an’ allegorical | 8nd @ nat be put ot 16 they Tearn the char-
representation of n_ human }mg_ Next come a'! acter of the trade carried on next dosr, the gan
cluster of Roman candles, which fizzed and threw | Will: be up, and Aunt Sarah Tost o us foraver,
up colouted balls in a satisfactory manner ensugh, GG

Then 1.let off a firework whieh was to run hack. CONSUMPTION. Cu “/E bD.
wittd and forward along a string which I had

“Anold Cphysician, o retived from’ practions,
fastened for (e purpose hetwenn two trees. - [t baving had placed ‘in’ his' hands by an East
started fuirly c:nmlg{l, but stuck at the farther | [ndin wissionary the formuly of a stmple veget.
end, and bad to be stirred up with a hoe before | abl remedy, for the speedy and permanent cure
it would fly back again. “ However, I nlone knew | of - consnmption, bronclutis, eatarch, . asthms
that it was intended to act utherwise,  Next'wa | and all throat and hing affections, also a [msi:
had a _Jack-in;t]m.l)ox' which tereinated in o} tive and radieal cure Tor nervous debility and
voleanic cruption of crackers drrting aud bang. | all nérvous complaints, after having tested s
ing into the air. o T wonderful curative powera in thousauda of cases

[ wag'most doubtiul about the snccoss of the | has felt it his duty to -make it known to hie
rockets. . T had collected all the big door-keys suflering fellows. " Actuated by thia motive, and
in the house; and had tied "thiem: firmly ‘to the | desiry to relieve human wilfering, 1 will send
wides of the chairs; 50 that the roeket-sticks | free ol charge, ta all who desire it, this l‘cl:ip(s:
might be supported iu them comfortably, like | With full divection for prepmring nud using, in
cancs and ambrellas in-a stawdy But when the j German, Frenchy ﬂr'l'l!‘vg[lish. Sent- by mail by
‘box of fire-works came down no sticks were sent | addreasing with atamp, naming this puper, W,
with'it, so | had to it and cegulite them by my \

] \YA Sherar, 140 Powers’ Block, Roihestor,
own private judgment, whieh had no experlonoe ’ N Y ' ,

I.




