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EDUCATION IN QUEBEC.

The last Report of the Minister of
Public Instruction for the Province of
Quebee has been laid upon our table. The
work is very large and contains a mass of
the most useful and interesting informa-
tion.  Expression is freely given to the
undeniable progress which the cause of
cducation has made in the Province, but
this praise is qualitied by the statement
of several drawbacks deserving public at-
tention.  There is no doubt that, in the
elementary schools, geography, hook-
keeping and the history of Canada, are
too much neglected.  With regard to the
latter, we have had oceasion to say, on
several previous occasions, that a full and
reliable history of this country remains
to be written. Professor Mirks has
published a graded series of school his-
tories of Canada, peculiarly adapted to the
mixed classes of Quebec pupils, but while
these have answered a manifest want,
they are certainly susceptible of improve-
ment, especially in finish of style, and
clearness of presentation.

On the question of teachers’ salaries,
the Report is explicit. 1t states that the
remuneration of male teachers should
range from three to six hundred dollars,
and that of female teachers from two to
four hundred dollars. We cannot con-
ceive of any school master or mistress ac-
cepting employment at less than the low-
est of these figures. And yet the fact is
that many a worthy, talented man works
at his classes for the beggarly sum of two
hundred to two hundred and fifty dollars
a year, while many a young girl slavesin
the school room for fifteen, twenty, and
twenty-five pounds. Relief in this respect
must come primarily from public opinion
which should be made to understand both
the dignity of the teacher’s mission and
the amount of wean and tear which it
entails, but Government might lead
the way, and we are pleased to see that
the Minister of Public Instruction recom-
mends the increase of this special fund to
the tigure of $200,000.

Another recommendation which we
may note with approval is the increase of
bhoard and tuition in colleges, While
this would lead to a certain whole-
some exclusiveness, it would raise the
standard of professorship, and thereby
of studies, by securing better talent.
There is no use denying that the multi-
plicity of our small colleges and minor
collegiate institutions, with the cheapness
of all their uppointments, are among the
chief causes of the low level of scholar-
ship in the Province of Quebec.

We are informed in the Report that
Quebec stands lowest among the Pro-
vinees of the Dominion, in respect to the
pecuniary encouragement given toedu-
cation, while it stands first among all
its sisters in its need of elementary in-
struction. It angurs well for improvement
when a Minister has the courage to tell
the truth thus bluntly, and, indeed, from
the statistics hefore us, there is good
g#round for the hiope that we are at length

on the threshold of a salutary change in
this particular.

A suggestion about Teachers’ Associa-
tionsdeserves attention from the gentlemen
concerned. It is recommmended that
besides the four Associations —two Pro-
testant and two Roman Catholic — at
present existing, there should -be held
local associations, convened and presided
over by the Inspectors, where matters of
detail could be discussed and acted upon
periodically. Theidea is a very good one
and we trust that it will be carried into
effect throughout the districts.

STIRRING THE EMBERS.

There is nodoubt that noble efforts have
been made to heal the feelings of animos-
ity which were engendered by the late civil
war 1n the United States. Horack GREE-
LEY led in the work of reconciliation and
he has had many generous and successful
followers. With the North the task wasthe
easier and more showy one of forgiveness,
but the South was not less prompt in bear-
ing the burden of resignation and accept-
ance of the inevitable. The lapse of time
must also be taken in as an important
factor. A decade filled with stirring
questions of national legislation has done
much to etface the memories of war and
unite all sections of the ["nion into at least
a pleasing semblance of its former homo-
geneity. The poetryof regret for the dead,
and the aesthetic influence of Revolution-
ary memories have furthermore aided in
bringing the North and South together.
The decoration of graves by women’s
fingers from the mounds of Gettysburg to
the levels of Savannah, and the sandy
stretches around Port Hudson ; the cen-
tenary of Bunker Hill where Massachus-
etts joined hands with South Carolina and
where Firrzuuen Leg wasasloudly acelaimed
as TEcuMseH SHERMAN, have led the youth-
ful generation almost to forget that ten
years ago the two divisions of the country
were arrayed against each in mor-
tal combat. But notwithstanding all these
cheering signs, so hopeful for humanity,
and so creditable to the American charact-
er, it requires no deep observation to dis-
cover that the reconciliation of the North
and South is only incipient and that it
would require no great excitement to open
the old issues anew. An incident which
oceurred only a few daysago isevidence of
this fact. Mr. JEFFERsoN Davis was in-
vited by the Winnebago County Agricul-
tural Society to deliver the addressat their
annual meeting, in Rockford, Ills. The in-
vitation was made with the best inten-
tentions and was accepted by Mr. Davis
in the same spirit. The proper announce-
ments were made and all promised well,
until a section of the Grand Army of the
Republic in Illinoistook it into their heads
to protest against the invitation in terms
very abusive of Mr. Davis, That gentle-
man, on hearing of this, immediately with-
drew his acceptance, in a letter full of calm
dignity and self respect. He stated his con-
viction that it would not be useful or
agreeable to participate in the meeting,
and he hoped that neither the Association
nor the Directors would sufter harm by
the delay in procuring an orator or by
the correspondence which had caused it.
He added resignedly : ¢ The object was
to gratify a wish long entertained to
see in its cultivated dress the country
known to me as a trackless wilderness.
But that being merely a personal gratifica-
tion, it may be indulged in at my con-
venience or postponed indefinitely.”

_This incident has created a most dis-
agreeable feeling, as well it might,
throughout the South and generally in
the North. The whole South feels that
it has been gratuitously insulted in the
person of its chief, because it was not
against Mr. Davis in his personality, but
in his former official capacity, that the
protest of the Illinois fraction of the
Grand Army of the Republic was directed.
There is no doubt that if the North were
believed to sanction the action of the
Minois malcontents, the effect on the
South would be serious. Fortunately,
the best inspired papers of the Union

have disapproved of the proceeding. They

observe very truly that while the un-
thinking and unforgiving enemies of Mr.
Davis and the South have only shown
their narrowness, the ex-President of the
Confederacy has strengthened his repu-
tation for moderation and consistency,
and the South has borne another gratuit-
ous insult in a becoming temper of re-
signation.

THE REVOLT IN HERZEGOVINA.

It is a remarkable circumstance and
one that nuturally detracts from the inte-
rest which we might otherwise feel in the
event, that we have received no definite
intelligence of the causes leading to the
present insurrection in Herzegovina. The
province is under Turkish domination,
and, of course, there must be some ground
of discontent against the Porte, but what
that is, and how far it justities the extrem-
ities to which popular violence has reach-
ed, we have no means of determining.
It is easier to judge of the political and
military connections of the struggle and
its chances of success.

Austria is the Furopean power most
directly interested in the revolt, both on
account of her contiguity to the Danubian
Principalities in general, and because Aus-
trian Croatia bounds Herzegovina on the
North. The population of Herzegovina is
very much akin to that of Croatia, but it
is doubtful whether the Court of Vienna
would countenancé any support to the in-
surgents, The reason is that such a step
would open out the much larger and more
perilous question of a Sclavonic kingdom
carved out of the Northern Provinces of
Turkey, a measure which has threatened
war in Europe on more occasions than one,
and which Austria herself is not prepared
to approve, on account of the auto-
matic tendencies which it might develop
in Dalmatia. Prussia might be said to
have some distant relation to the re-
volt from the fact that a Prussian
prince thrones in Roumania. But Rou-
mania need not necessarily be drawn into
the contest, for, hesides that it has
no affiliations of race or language with the
Sclavonic circle of provinces, it is separat-
ed from Herzegovina bythe whole breadth
of Bosnia and Servia. The old and un-
abated jealousy of Russia against Turkey
would naturally lead us to look for some
movement on the South-west Russian fron-
tier, but, so far, we have read of nothing of
the kind. Nay more, the province of Wal-
lachia, through which Russia might be
supposed to operate, on account of their
mutual sympathies, is occupied with a
conspiracy against its own government,
and Bucharest is arming against its own
citizens instead of sending military help
against Monastir. Austria, (Germany and
Russia have united in an offer of friendly
intervention between the insurgents and
the Porte, but beyond that we do not read
that they have gone. Even when the
cabinet of Constantinople politely but
firmly declined any interference, as we are
assured has been the case, the alliance of
the three Kaisers has not judged it fit to
insist.

‘With regard to the neighboring Princi-
palities, Servia and Montenegro are the
only ones which, by tradition and inte-
rest, might be led into the contest. But
unless backed secretly by Austria or Rus-
sia, the Serbs are in no condition to engage
in war with Turkey. Their population is
only a million and a half, the army is not
even in proportion to the population, and,
what is more, the province has no just
reason for quarrel with the Porte, which,
since the evacuation of Belgrade, has acted
very fairly with its old possessions in the

‘valley of the Danube.

Montenegro contains a race of wild and
untamed mountaineers whoe are always
ready for a fight and who have ever kept
alive their old grudge against the Turks.
They are also sticklers for a rude Christ-
ianity of their own, and if unfortunately
this insurrection should have been inspir-
ed by motives of religion, orif such mo-
tives could be inducfed into it, there is
reason tofear that the Montenegrins would
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rush down from their mountainsand plunge
headlong into the conflict. These rein-
forcements would retard the work of sup-
pression on the part of the Turkish army,
but could not possibly prevent it, as the
Porte is able and determined to maintain
its authority in the few Danubian pro-
vinces which still remain under its sway.

RELIEF 70 OUR LITERARY MEN.

There are two obvious causes quite suf-
ficient of themselves to explain the diffi-
culties of the literary career in Canada.
The first is the rudimentary state of the
higher education among us and the con-
sequent embryonism of the public taste.
The second is the necessary aborption of
all our writers in the material pursuits of
life. The former cause checks the sources
of demand. The second partially closes
the avenues of supply. Between the two,
Canadian literature languishes, and the
('anadian literatus, if he had no other
means of support but his pen, would
starve. In the old countries, a happy
medium has been found, whereby a mun
of letters is enabled to earn his bread, at
the same time that he is furnished with
sufficient leisure to pursue his literary
avocations.  In France and Germany,
public offices are thrown open to such men,
and Dumas, LamarriNe, (fAUTIER, and
FetiLLer wrote some of their best works
while employed as Ministerial scribes.
We have the same experience in Inglish
literature for centuries, and in our day,
from CHarLes LaMB to ANtTHONY TrOLL-
ork, EpMuxp Yates, ArrHUr HeLps, and
THEODORE MARTIN, we meet the pleasing
spectacle of a certain official patronage ac-
corded to letters.  Even in French Canada
something of the same spirit has been ex-
hibited. The efforts to create a French
Canadian literature, amid continuous aud
other exceptional difticulties, we have
always regarded as among the most re-
markable events on this continent, and
one of the means cmployed to compass
this end has been the sort of paternal care,
taken by French Canadian Ministers, of
young writers of promise. Most of these
have been secured positions in the Civil
Service, either at Ottawa or Quebec,
where, while they lhave generally proved
themselves the most intelligent and etiect-
ive of officials, they have found time and
opportunity to prosecute their literary
labors. Lagoik, Lemay, Drareav, Svrnre,
Tassk, Favcrer pe St MAURICE, Mar-
METTE, (ELINAS, TacHE, PParexrt, and
others were or are thus circuunstanced to
the mutual advantage of themselves and
their readers.

We think that we, the Fnglish speak-
ing friends and votaries of letters, should
not be above profiting by these examples.
Encouragement of some similar nature ex-
tended to our own literary men would in-
fallibly result in a revival of the literary
spirit among us. Few, if any, of our
writers are blessed with this world’s goods,
If they were, they would probably set
themselves to enjoy them, without caring
to cater to an ungrateful and unappreciative

public. They have to work to make a
living. Those who take to business find

no time to write. Those who engage in
the makeshift of journalism, where they
grimly exercise a rough-and-tumble litera-
ture, blunt the fine edge of their faculties
by hasty composition and the grinding
out of “local items.”  If these men were
helped ever so little to a public. function
congenial to their tastes, and affording
them a competent leisure, they would cul-
tivate their talents, improve their powers,
and produce works of lasting interest
which would do more to raise the prestige
of Cunada, than the commercial successes
of the business man, or the legislative acts
of the politician. If CHaRLES HEAVYSEGE
had not been allowed to wear himself out
in the obscure drudgery of the newspaper
we might have looked to him for twen
ty years more of intellectnal vigor, wherein
this man of genius eould have enriched
the literature of his country with unrival-
ed poetry. Tf CHARLEs SiNGsTERIS even
now removed from that correspondence
desk of the money-order branch of the




