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in the Lord's book of lifo. Thess are the peuplo
who, trying to serve thoe Lord their God, in season
and out of reason, are svro of an abundant on-
trancy into the overlasting kingdom; and if you
want to be with them in the world to come we
would adviso you {o be with them now when they
worship their Lord and their God.

THERE are two comwmon migtakes wade in
reforenco to trusting (ind* ono by thewe who
truat Him too much, aud the other by those who
do not trust Him enough. It is pos-
sible to trust Him too much. Christ
would have dono so if e had thrown
Himsolf from tho pinnaclo of the
temple, The farmer who would expect to 1eap a
crop of wheat where no grain had beeu sown,
would do tho same. So does every one who waits
for God to ser.d down some irresistible pawer that
will change the stony heart to a heart of flesh. It
is folly to trust (3ud to do what He has not prom.
ised to perform and about which He has plainly
said to man, “This is your work; do it.” But
thore is ancther extremo which takes God out of
the every-day practical thiugs of life, When a
person in bloated self-suflicioncy goes forth,
thoughtless of Goud and regardless of heaven’s
smiles or -frowns, he is courting disastor, because
ho is making tho arm of flesh his strength. We
should not expect God to do ail; nor should we
undertake anything without seeking His guidance
and aid. But, tryiug to do our part, and trusting
in God to do His, we can confidently go forth in
His strength, remembering that if God be for us
none will prevail against us,

Mistakes.

Ix is not well to be dwelling continually on
pointe of differenco or distinctive peculiari-
ties. It will causo the mind to be ill-balanced

and the judgment to be warped. It
Be is equally unwise to throw them into
Steadfast, the background where they will bo
forgottun, To cover up a difference
will not remove it any more than the fog covering
a mountain causes it to be removed. Whilo our
young people should be thoroughly grounded in
the great fundamental principles upon which all
denominations are agreed, thoy should also "o im-
prossed with the fact that there are reasens for
our existence. These roasuns should bo so clearly
presented and so repeatedly urged that our babes in
Christ, and every one else fur that matter, will
underatand that we do not thivk that ““one deno-
mination is as good as auother,’” and *‘it does not
make any difference what church you join.” If we
aro in accord with these current sayings there is no
good reason for onr existenco as a puople, but
rather our movement is a sin. In our desire to
show a fratornal apirit, we should neither abandon
tho teuth nor smother it; but, proving all things,
we should hold fast that which is good, even
though we hold it alone.

Ix many country churches the Sunday-school
closes during the winter and opens only when
the long days of early summer have returned. 7o

have the young come together for a

Sunday fow months to study God's Word is
Schools, botter than to have them never mest
for that purpose, for the same roason

that “half a loaf is bettor than no bread.” But
that man docs not show tho best judgmut who is
content to be half starved when he micht have
bread to the full. It is vory strange that children
can go to school fivo days during the winter and
stay there from four to five hoursand suffer no
ovil effects, and still be too small or too delicate
to spend even ono hour in the Sunday-school onco
per week, during the finest day that comos any-
where between the end of Decomber and the be-

ginning of June.

W& should bo sorry to think that any churel
should ro undervaluo the importance to the
study of the scriptures and of training up

childron in the nurture and instruc-
Know the tion of the Lord, as to neglect tv hiave
Scriptures, 8 Sunday-schuol in tho church. It

may bo objected that it is the duty of
tho parents to teach the children and to lead thowmn
wnto the way of hie; but admitting that, it 18 atill
ovident that many parents are nut able to dis-
chargo this daty, and some will not. Shall the
children, then, be allowed to grow up ignurant of
the great truths of the Bible, and without a light
unto their feot and a lamp unto their path 7 But
uranting that parents aro both willing and able, it
will still be true that when they and tho olders and
tho preachers and the Snnday-school teachers have
done all they can to fill young winds with gospel
truth, thero will be no danger that the Word will
dwell in them tuo richly. Knowledge is power;
hut to know the scripiures is to know that which
is able to make us wise unto salvation, through
faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Onerist’'s Gohu,

[All matter Intended for this column should bo addressed
to E. C. Ford, Yort Williams, Kings County, N. 8. Questions
touching the meaning of scriptures will be gladly received.]

Q, When Jesus camo into the parts of Cesarea
Phllippi, he asked His disciples, saying, ‘“Who do
moen say that I the Son of man am? And they said,
Some say Juhn the Baptist, some Elijuh, acd others
Jeremiab, ur vne of the prophets. He saith unto
them: But who say ye that I am? And Simon
Poter answored and said, Thou art Christ. tho Son
of the living God. And Jesus answorea and said
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar Jona;
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father which is in heaven. And I also
say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this
rock [ will build my church; and the gates of hades
shall not prevail agamrst 1t, I will give unto
thee tho keys of the kingdom of heavin; and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatsoover thou shalt loose
on ecarth shall be loosed in heaven. DMatt, xvi,
13-19.

1. When and how dié the Father reveal this
truth to Petor ?

2. What is the rock on which the church is

buift ?

3. What is it that tho gates of Hades shall not
prevail against, the rock or the church ?

4. When was this promise to build the church
fulfilled ?

5. What is meant by “‘the keys of the kingdom
of heaven ?” QurrisT.

A.—1. This fact was revenled by the Father at
the baptism of Jesus, when e said: ‘‘This is my
beloved Son, in whom [ am well pleased.” As wo
have no sccount of any special revelation of this
matter to Peter, wo think it safe to conclude that
he was present when the Father thus spoke, and
was confirmed in his faith thac this was the
Messiah,

2. From I Cor. iii. 11, wo learn that Jesus
Christ is the foundation. And since it was that
Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, that Poter
confessed, it is evidont that this truth is the rvock
on which the church is' built. It is called a rock
beeause of its durability, With this also agrees
the prophecy of Isaiah: “Thorefore, thus saith
the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for a founda-
tion, a atone, a tried stone, u precious corner
stone, a suro foundation.” Paul also says: **Other
foundation can no man lay thun that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.” It was Christ the Sun of
God that Petor cunfossed, and Christ is the foun-
dation, tho chief cerner etone, on which the
church is bwlt, and is thus the rock of the con-
fessiun,

3. Evidently this same rock truth, that Jesus is
the Christ the Son of God. Becauso Jesus con-
fussed that He was the Christ, He was put to
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death; “but God raised Mim up, baving loosed
tho pangs of death, becanse it was not possiblo that
Ho should be helden of it.”  “For David said
concerning Him: Moroover my flesh also shall
dwell in hope, bocause though wilt uot leavo my
soul in Hades, neither wilt give Thy Holy Ono to
sco corruption,” Thus when Jesus was raised up
from the dead, the powers of Hades not being able
to hold Him, He cloarly demonstrated the truth-
fulness of Potor’s cunfussivn, that Ho is Christ,
the Sun of God,

But since the church is built upon this im-
1ovable rock, the fuundation being suro, the
building also shall stand forever. If the powers
of Ilades or the uuseen world could not proevail
againet Christ the Sun of Gud, ueither can they
prevail against His church built upon Himself.

4, This promise was fulfilled in the city of
Jeruselom, some fifty days after tho crucifixion of
our Lord, after He had trinmphed over the puwer
of death and Hades, and after H. was exalted
both Lord and Christ by t o right hand of God,
and sent forth His Holy Spirit, by which Spirit
the Apustle Peter preached for tho first time in
the world’s history, that Jesus was the Christ the
Son of God, and offored salvation to the siunet in
His name. Oan this occasion God laid in Zion in
the city of Jerusalem ‘‘'a sure foundation,” a
‘tried stone,” having been tried by all the powers
of darkness, yot Ho triumphed oyer them all.
Here it was where repentance and remission of sins
in the waeme of Jesus begun to be preached to the
peuvple. The church was bailt upun tho fouada-
tion of apostles and prophots, Jesus Chiist him-
self being the chief corner stone, on that day, tho
memorable day of Pontecost, fifty days after tho
crucifixion of Christ, a full account of which wo
havo in Acts ii,

6. The keys of the kingdum, given to Puter,
was the privilege and power of unfolding the way
into the kingdom, or church, first to the Jows,
which ho did in Jerusalom, when for the first time
Christ and Him crucified was presented, and when
the peoplo cried out., *“What must we do 7' Peter
told them to “‘repent and be baptized, overy one
of you, in the name uf Jesus Christ, for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.—Acts ii. 38, A little further on we
read that as many ‘““as gladly received his word
woro baptized, and three thousand were this samo
day built ou the sure foundation that was that day
laid in Zion.

Tho same honor was given to Poter in firat show-
ing the Gentiles the way of lifo, when at the house
of Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, he made
kunown to this peopie the way of salvation, as he
did te tho Jews in tho beginning. The result was
that Cornelins, with all those who heard the Word,
were like the Jews on the day of Puntecost, bap-
tized in the name of Jesus, and added to the
church, the foundation of which is Jesus Christ.
To this Poter evidontly refers when he says: God
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my
mouth should hear the word of the ¢ospel and be.
lieve. Acts xv. 7.

The deors of the kingdom being thrown wide

open to both Jows and Gewtiles, have never been
clused, nor will they be ull Christ shall come agan
to gather His own to Himse!f,

Every true man soon finds his place in society,
and it ie equally truo that thero is a place in tho
church for every true Christian. In a row of
figures  cach figure holds a placo peculiar to
itsolf and the value of the whole depunds on the
value of cach figure. It is equally true that the
full success and prosperity of uny church doponds
on the. fidelity and service of all the membors.
Thoro may be progress and growth, but not what
would be secured if overy member would only
faithfully i)l his place. A thoroughly united,
coneeerated, prosporous church is only possible
Xhém ovory momber ia constantly at the post of

uty,



