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TOWN AND COUNTRY.

‘w

The Farm.

THE BREEDS OF SHEEP.

Practical experience, or in its ahsence, the results
of the practical experience of others is what is requir.
ed o every newly setlled country, and we thercfore
uive the following particulurs from the last report of
Professor Wm. Brown respecting the charactenistics
of various bree’s of sheep in the experience ot the
Ontario Experimontal Farm, during four ycars:

ProvirieNEss,—In this we have the Oxtord Down,
s the most recent improvement in mutton and wool
from England, leading over all its relations, and par-
tlculariy over the other Down to which it owes much
of its chaiacter.  Sure breeding is usually an accom-
paniment of noa-iuterference on the part of man—as
evidence Short Horn history—but the 85 years’ man-
angement of this ITampshive-Cotswold-South Down
has on the other somowhat overdonc the point of
numerous oflspring—triplets being common, The
Cotswold and South Down take a middle place in this
respeet, and though we might expect the hardier
Border Leicester to be in & better position, its true
Einglish Leicester origin may have 1o account for the
<ame,

Goop Nunses.—This means the being able to bring
up one or more lambs in first class condition, and as
a beginnjug we bave nature supporting herself in the
case of the verv prolific Oxford Down, by liberality
under this head, followed by tho South Down, which
is only th rd In the previous case. 'I'he Short Wools
then—that {s the hardiest varieties of our flock—are
decidedly in the lead as good mothers, and I may
here anticipate that we shn%l find other three instances
in which they carry the palm from the other breeds.
The Leicester now steps iu before the Cotswold as a
nurser, ngainst the practical fact nevertheless that the
latter as a whole pays best hcre. -

EARLY MATURING.—The largest amount of flesh
in the shortest time is easily tukew by the two Long
Wools—the Lelcester leadine, and wherever the long
woolled blood s proportionately lurge we may cxpect
to get a similar quality; so we find the Oxford Down
third in this example, with the more original and
uninterfered-with South Down lastin the list.  1low
cver, It is my duty to note lere, that very close
yuarters is nlready Leing given both of these jong
we ols by the first cross of the Oxford Downs upon a
Leicaster Coswold grade, which simply meaus a con.
junction of more of the virtucs of long woolled blood
through other channels,

fTARDINESS OF ('oNXSTITUTION.—All our experience
points to the SBouth Down as the safest to handle
under difficulties of any kind, whether seasons, pas-
ture or winter keep, having, however, very close
competition from the Cotswold; the Oxford Down is
third best in this respect, thourh we should like more
extonded expericnce of them erc placing on th:c sume
lirm footing as the South Down. IHere we have the
Leicester taking the lowest position.

FrEEDOM FPROM Disgase.—This, and the previous
point, ure, or should be, so intimate that we have the
several hreeds in the same order us under last para-
araph. By disease, | mean inflammation of the lungs,
nasal colds, throat affections, scowrs, foot sore, Jamb-
ing accidents, bloating on green fodders or frozen
grass; for we have no acquaintance with any of the
Old Country scourges. have to confess that one
of the many things that surprises me in connection
with live-stock in Canada, is the comparative free fom
from Infectous or contagious diseases; the dryness
hoth of summer and winter, want of extensive un-
vovernable ranges; the J)nying more attention 10 nool
than to mutton, all tend to make, Ontario at least, a3
much the home of shecp as of cattle.

Woo1r, WEreAT.—In this, of course, we Lave but
oue interesting fact to note,—as hetween the two
L.oug Wools,—the Cotswold heing in advance ot the
Leicester. 1t is very noticeable, almost cverywhere
throughout the Province, that the greater difliculty
lies in maintaining the Leicester crop of wool, as
compared with that of the Cots'vold: this is but con-
firming the experience of other countries, and there-
fore an important one a8 hearing on the permancat
stamp of this famous breed.

WooL VALUE.—This is easily allowed the South
Down to the extent of one hundred per cent, over
the long wools during the last two years, and thirty
per cent. over the medium for the Oxford Down., 1In
placing the Cotswold wool over the Leicester, it s
simply meant that, as a whole, it is more reliable~-
for practically they ave about equal for any Jm rpose

FuEsrn WEerout.—Here, also, we have no difiiculty
in sorting, haviug the Cotswold at the top, followed
by Leicester, Qxford Down and South Dowu, when
at maturity. We Lave had, however, many cases of
the Bouth Down and Leicester lambs much in advance
of thc others up to two months of age, but the

cuperior stamina of  the Cotswaold  muakes up i the
long run for any want of carly matwringe, aud, ot
course, the South Down is not made to hulk Jarge al
any time,

Fret Varte is giaded econding
known scale of Britiin—lichi wcizhis,
and original hreeds,

Peromxa Prorewert. s.—The  Short Horn among
sheep i9 unquestionably the Leicestcr—of all others,
making the best use of food in the shortest time for
production of flesh.  Bakewell appuarently made them
for this, and one hundred years have not apparently
made any deterioration.  In our experience the Ox-
ford Down follows, and particularly its first cross
from a Leicester Cotswolit grade line: then the South
Down and Cotawaold.  The nneettled diepnsition of
the South Down is much against its rapid, or foree,
feeding, but taken all over, is ahead of the hard and
coarser Cotswold,

CosT ov Krrpr.—Least for the South Down, second
for the Oxford Down, Leieester third, and the (‘ots-
wold the most,

IMPUOVEMENT ¢ onitiERe,—TU must be horne in
mind that these notes vefer to the eaperienee of the
Oatario Lxncrimental Farm, aud under (his head we
bave no douht shn L awarding the palin to the Oxford
Down; but whether such a property is, as yet with
thein, =0 permanently characteristic or relinble as the
Leicester, it is impossible to say.  That the Oxford),
bowever has the power to improve the fivst ofispring
from a grude ewe that it cxhibite, carly maturing,
bardiness, superior wool weight and value; tlesh
weight and value and feeding propertics, equal to
ard over the Leicester, 1- unguestionable,  On one
sheep during two years a difference ot %443 appesrs
in fuvor of ﬁlc Oxford cross, which, in a larze tloek,
simply means n fortune in a fow years. The South
Down i~ not second to the Cotswold under this <ub-
Ject.

PErMANENCY ov Chanrscrenr, that is, which of
four reeds we have tuus sketehed in detail, will
maintain these details most permanently-—taking an
averugo of the twelve puint=? - Oar experience says
first for the South Down—the least interfered with
breed of the ot in its home history among the chalk
hills, bhut with a very close competition trom the very
old, though not now <o pure in their original blood.,
graziers of the Cotswold hills,  The newness of (he
Oxford with uy, remember, may be much of the
chvacter of most ““new brooms,” bul asits four
years' conduct has been permanent enongh, we give
it precedence of the good ol Tinglish Leicester, per
Border management stamp, but,” nevertheless, with
nlo lessg respeet for <aid Leiecedter even in thic connee-
tion.

I.n the well-
hhack faces,
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Poultry and Pigeons.
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MATING FOR SIEXN. l
The practieal experirnes of large brecd rs points
to the conciu-ron that to w crrtamn cxtent the pro-’
duc.don ot sex muy be controll.d, and ns evidonee
of this Mrs. E. M. Steblins contril-utes the fol.
lowing particulars to the Iancier’s Journcl :
Pouliry may be jnsily regarded as so many mills,
each elass of n different order. One kind, fed
graing, will mannfacture cggs; ancther kind, fed
with the same, will sture up fut.  'T'he characteris-
ties of every class wust be carefeliy studied and
treated according as results are wanted.  As [ have
suid, my poullry is tor market : pullets for laying ;
cocker: I8 for broilers and capons. My inarket 18 m
prisate fumilies, and two hotels whieh 1 supply by
contract, in & city six hours’ rile ficn 1oy plaec.
Now, the chief soare: of my profit comes in breed-
ing what I want. Ths stock from which I get my
best pulic ts for laying would give e the poorest
sort for capons or broilers, beeaunss they wounld be
hard to flesh np, and nutarally, the flesu wonld not
be bn the purts most desived, and the birds lack in
size. In the classes 1 use for onpouing, flesh is laid
on rapidly with but little e¢xpense for food, whkile
the reproductivo tendenocics are 1w the tnivnuum.

Ltie casily to be seen ihint il I am alle tu econtivl|-
“tho sox ot the hateb, even in & wensure, I can use

both classes to the Liest advantage, and ¢reativ in-
crense wy profit. 'Chis I soun realized, und stadicd
first to find the stock that would give me the most
profitable birds of each elass, then Low {o produce
the sexes I desired in those classes,  ‘l'iie results oi
the lust threc years' «xperiment.ng lead 1ne to be-
lieve I sm on the nght track. For pullels, I mate
& cockerel with hevs, feeding Lim raore than his
wntes, and changiog often. Of the produce from

such 1aating, during 1879, 93 per cent. were pul-
lets, and not once unfertile ege.  This from an aver-
age of /80 hens and 180 cockercls. For cockerels,
J reverse this, mating pullets with three year pld
cooks, keeping the pullets in extra condition. During
1879, the hateh  for this maling  was
78 per cenl. cockerels, 13 per ecent. un-
fertile eggs, the balanee pullets. 1 have two ineuba-
tors in copstant operation the yrar throngh. My
winter Lhonses are of brick on the north and enst
sides, banked up to the top. The west end holds
the entrance and store room, and is of frame,
lathed and plastered. Tha south side is wholly of
glaea, sloping to the b:ick back—the panes to with-
in two fcet of the bottom, painted. A range of fivo
steam pipes passcs throngl the house, but we rarely
have to use theni. My market ealls for a constant
supply, so [ know 1o scason buc bave to meet the
deruand Ly pusbing torward young stock, supplying
artificinlly what is not scasonable, I like the buai-
nees. It r quircs management and taet, but I do
not huow of anntler, a oman uneducated in busi
ness inatters, conld undertake with so small & capi-
tal, and real.zo as muen ns I have as casily and
with the prowise for the futare o gure.

CHCkLN §Chorrra.—In the o ealled ¢ eholera ™
of fowls, the churneteristie sy mptoms are a8 follows :
The wings d.oop, an unconqu: rable sownolance is
noted ; on sturtiing tho snimals aud forcing thein to

open  their «¢yes they do so rs from A
deep  slecp, and  soon  lhe  lids close
again, and  wsually  death ocenrs  withont

any paitienlor movoment of the animul, and ufter a
mute acony ; at west its wings flatier a little aa it
dies,  The discase is preduced by a microseop.e
orvanism whichh has been suceecsively deseribed,
mere or Jess porfoetly, by Montz ot Aleatia, Peron
c.tu of Tmiiv, and Toussmint of t'oulouse,  This mie-
roscopic organisin . iffers from all allird onee,by not
developing wn becr; in fact, this tiuid, which favors
the deveicpaent ol the anthrax bacerin, s fatal to it.
Animalg v eovering fromx one ultack, present an
untnunity to in the future ; the Cochin-China breed
pres- nts a natural immunity to the virns.—Pasteur,
report O 1" Union Medicale.

THE PEDEKSTRIAN TOURNAMENT.

The 72-hours go-as-you-plenss pedesirian tour.
nament at {ho Adelaide Street Riok, elosed on Sat.

’urdny nicht the 12th 1nat, at 11 o'clock. Evergthing

counceted with the affair passed off mort enceess-
fully, and Mr. Cbas. Atkinron, the mmanager, and
those int rested with bitn eau congratnlate then-
st lves op their suceess in the conduet of the afluir,
The financiul vuteowo wag not so flattering as an-
ticipat« d, nnd the toninnment can not be conside red
satisfuctory in a pecuniary sense.  An accident
wbich wght bave been att pded with moro serious
results ueenrrcd on the cenclurion of the tournament.
A rush was made for the door, and the bridge across
thetrack biccaing over crowdeld, f-ll, precipitating
thuse oo it to the track, a distance of about ten feet.
Beyond sotue bruises no one was hurt, whieb, eon-
s:dertng the eiroumstances, ean be cousidered for-
tunnte. It is thought Clow could easily have
made 400 miles it he Lad been 80 disposed ; while
Jarrvett, tho second man, astonished Lis friends.
The disappointment ot the walk wae Panchot, who

tarted as Invorite, but withdrew the first day. Old
Derifeot showed the «ffeet 1sther Time bas exer.
cised on lus once great powers, and had to sne-amb
«erly in tho race to Lis pale-tuerd brothere. Tue
wmtermediato races created little exeitement, being
too much of the ¢ cut-and-dried " order. Below
we give a table of tue distances deserviug of notice
uocotnplished ; the remaindcr nut being worthy of
wention 1 —

NAMES, MON. !'ll}l-:ﬂ. WFD, iTHUR. FRI.  SAT.
Clow .ceceneee onne oo 18:12 .02 |223 |288 '345-7 384.3
Barrett ......... 769 (145 (2064262 915.4°461.4
Curtis ... ... oo... 1628 1120 |,7R-5}242 2 299 3 355-7
Alberti... vevmnn.. ...'07-8 [126 [182 [239-4 286.7:340-8
Ratjen........ ... .62-1C{113 9164 |[223-10 282.8; .33-11
N. Y. Newsboy...... 38-1 [118-1}175-3[227-11, 84 5]3ud-5
Haberger..... ..... 155-3 |.02-¢[158 1{200 4 |48-5{277-8

Owing to press of matter last week we were naable {0
publish the shove account. .



