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Gonteibutors and Corresyondents
Far the Prestyberiandd

CLODHOPPER'S “CHIT CHAT."

MR, ‘IirxToR, —Your iesues of Ueb. 20rd
and Maroh 16-h contsin nrticls over the
signatars of P.aabytonsn,” and headed
o Qny own Jhureh,"” or as the writer says,
tyon may onllit the chit-chat that raay
Yo heard in the drawing rooms ¢a the sub-
oot of Presbytorianism and courch werk
generally.” I lope tke revelations given
by “Presbyteriun,” wve uol a corxeol in-
dox of the Pre.bytarlan mund in the higher
ciroles of sooluty., Wore it so, then the
ohisf toplo of ocvnversation, the sll engrose-
tng theme, is not, how sheli the work be
paost succesafully prosecnted, buthow shall
the wockmen receive the lirgest amount of
pay ? .

Binco wo are thur fuvoured with drawing
yoort views of Presbyterianizm and its
work, it migh¢ ko interesting to some of
your read.rs tu get a cample of tho ohit-
ehat that oocanionslly ay bo heard on the
same eubjects among the tillers of tho soil,
whom ** Precbylerian*’ pueeringly deaig-
aates “clodhoppers.” More espeoially is
this dosirable sinoa it appears from the
reportin your lastissuo of the prossedings
of the Toronto Presbytery that they have
overtared the Genoral Assombly toraiseby s
supplementary fund tho stipend of all min-
istors to & minimam of $800 a year. It
would have been very interesting, and ad-
vyanoed thaobjeot in view, had either ** Pres
byterian” or the Toronto Prosbytery indi-
oated how this fund was to bo raised and
kept up for the ascomplishent of this very
desirablo ond. By avough caloulation from
lut'yesr’s returns it wounld require about
485,000 to bring up the stipends of all om
minietors to that amount. Aud if church
members are now coatributing as much as
they are abls, or asthey think they are able,
(but it would be*' nearer the trath to say,
agthey are willing), how ehall this large
sum be raised ? Sarely the drawing-room,
and Presbytery * chit-chat,” does not in-
dleate that tho coming polioy of the Chureh
is to withhold seitled Gospel ordinanees
from all ohurches until by sowme means
this requisite $800 can be seoured.

However much ** Presbyterian ** may de-
precate the idea of ministers being bought,
or of having a market value put apon their
attainments, it will not alter the faoct that
guch is the case. To deny it is as silly
and fatile as the attompt of an ostrich to
hide itself by burying its head in the sand;
sud by fixing » minimum sum as s stand-
ard upon the payment of which these ser:
wiess only our: be obiained, is taking the
warest method for okanging the office of the
ministry from a sacred to s seonlar oalling,
‘and adding to it & very obnoxions prineiple.

A queption very naturally arises here,
whould this pass an the law of the Churob,
and should & wesk church be so fortunate
a4 to meet with a minisler animated by
» spirit similar to that of Paul, whose
great object is the salvation of souls, not
the amount of remuneration, and who is
willing to take what they are able to give,
and if necessary make up tha balance re-
quired for his smpport by pursuing some
vespeetable oalling. In such a case, seeing
there is no meoans to supplerent the de-
Holency, is it the intention to withhold
weitled Gospel ordinances frem the people
until by some mesans the needful $800
esn be raised ? If not, what is the use of
passing such a law ?

It will soarcely be disputed that £800 is
little enough for the support of a minister
and his family, evenin a country situation,
but as to the means of soouring this de.
sired end, is where difference of opinion
esommences. We would say it is not to
o be accomplished by outside pressure, in
ourtailing or withholding setiled Gospel
ordinances untll a certain amount can be
secured.

On the contrary we would say, pour in
the Gospel more abundantly in all its pur-
ity, unmixed with this overlasting ery
after more money, and when it does take
root in the heart, as it will, one of the
Hrst fruits that spring therefrom will be in.
ereased liberality.

‘We learn this mode from our daily em-
employment. What would be thought of
the farmer whose 1and did net prodmoes
& remunerative crop, who would say, well
I will sow no more wheat till my Iand
will yield forty bushels to the acre. Would
he not be pitied for his ignorance, and
fold to more thoroughly work his lana,
sud incorporate with the snil thoss ferti.
lizirg wheat produeiug elements, and ahove
all to be aure to sow abundanse of good
pare reed, numixed with tares, or anything
that would ohoke the seed, and the result
would ba, with God's blessing, according to
hia promise, an abundant harvest? Sim.
ilar laws govern the apiritual world, ss
was exemplified when the Gospel was first
presched. Thoconvertsnot only conseorat.
ed themselves to God, but devoted their
substanoce to the advancement of His canse.

It may ba said that great ohaunges have
taken plsocs since tho first contury, Tras,
but thers is no change in human natare,
nor in the opvrations of God’s grace in the
buman heart: like canaes produce like
results,

s

I shall not attampt to pajliate, mauch
loes defend thin minerly giving of our aub-
stance for susfaining and advanolug the
Redoemer’s sauee on earih, for T hold that in
the abrenes of any apraifie law, wo cavuob
saroly Lo Rbgolved from blame, if we give
lo-6 for the support of Goepsl ordinanacs
than ths Jew was required o giva for
the temple servios, viz., the tenth part of
our yoariy facome, Butwe heve a right
to look for example as woll as precept
from our spiritusl gnides, let thoir abue.
gation of #elf be ruch ns to bring home
the convictiou to our Lisarls, that it jeo wot
the uerichable thegs of time and sense,
bnt the everlasting woilare of thoro for
whoin Christ died that they lhiawo most at
heaxt,

An importaat step in thls diveotion
would have boen taken had those xespeot
ed brethren in the Prosvytery, who intro-
duecd and saupported the above ovorture
ingerted a clauee fixing & maximum salary
of, sny, $1500 a yoar, and all who sare re-
ceiving over that sum to give tho balance
to asapplementary fund to bring up the
low salaries to the minimnum. This would
bave shown that the winisters had some of
the apostolio spirit governing their actione,
and it would have had a powerful effoel in
stirring up the ohurches to greater liboral-
ity, asexamplo is more poworful than pre.
oept.

‘We thus contend, that this desired ond
oan bo most effectually attained, not by
pressure from without, diolating how muoh
wo shall give, but by a deeper consc.
oration of the heart to God. For thero ap-
pears to bo a wondorfal, but sure, conneo-
tion belween the heart strings and purse
strings ; for if tho heart be truly opened
to receive the Gtospel of Ohriet; the purse
will be opened at the same time and pour
forth of its treasures to support it,

I havo often thought of a striking ro-
mark made by a Methodist minister, who,
when surprise was expressed, afler his
stating that one of their members who was
alike noted for his wealth and penurious
habites, had contributed §500 towards the
building of a new ohureh, said, *why man,
we bave got him converted thoroughly,
not only his head and his heart, but elear
down below his breechos pockets.” So
when we gee & professed follower of Jeous
Ohriot lacking in liberality acoording to his
apparent means, we are apt to conclude
that ho has not been converted low enough
down.

In regard to the modo of confributing,
wefrequently hear the free voluntary mode
by means of the envelope Rystem highly
commended. It inoceortainly more iz accord.
snce with the teachings of Soripture, and
hs Jess of the appearance of making mex-
chandise of the Gospel than any of the
other systems. But a mode of raising
money for chureh schemes Lias lately been
introduced by the higher courts of the
Churoh that is very obnoxious fo a great
number of people, viz,, their deciding how
much each congregation shall pay, I pre-
sume on the basis of membership. If that
system is right, then the offiee.bearers of
each ohuroh would be justified in oarrying
outthe prineiple still further, and declaring
how much esch member shall pay. It is
unjast, beeanse the poor are called upon to

pay as much ag the rich. Itis unsoriptural,
because its tendemey is to ohange the
system of supportimg Gospel ordinances
from the free will offerings of the people
to that of taxation, and were that sys-
folly introduced, tben Ichabod may be
written over every Presbyterian Ohurok.

OLonHOPPER,
King, March 21et, 1877,

ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

The Rev. John Scott, of Emerson, Mani-
toba, wishes to acknowledge receipt of the
following sums ¢

For the Indian Mission School on the
Roseaw, Resérve i—From friends in Winni-
peg and Kidonan, per Rev. Dr. Black, of
Kildonan, $100; per Miss Bilbrough, Maroh-
mont, Bolleville, $10; Mrs. Wm. Baker,
Napaneo, $2 friends in Hamilton, per B.
Charlion, Esq., $85; Rov. John Thomp-
son, Ayr, Ont., 310 25; per Dr. R. Xenne-
dy, Bath, Ori., 318. Total up tc April 1st,
1877, $175.25.

Friends in Halifax, M. 8., por Mrs. D,
Allison, for the Building Fuud of the Emer-
son Mission Church, §45.

The Indian school honse was opened on
the 7th of Decomber, 1876, Mr. Cathbert
@&. MoKay, of Kildonan, is toacher. He
reporta thirty-nine on the register, Average
sttendaunoe about twenty-five., For the
shoet time that they bave been under in.
strustion the progress of the children in
reading, writing and arithmetio in English
is wonderful. TLoy are quiok to learn and
easily munaged. Lwo bundles of clothing
were sont from friends in Winnipeg, and
two.barrels of Hudscu's Bay bisenits were
provided, that the Xudian children might
have something to eatat noop. From their
wigwams they have often litlle or nothing
to bring.

There is atill a debt of $150 on the sohool
honss, und a little more th.an that on the
Eweerson charch, whioh is now at a atand-
still for lack of fundy with which togoonto

finish it. Contributions will sti’l be gladly
received by the missionary above numed,

or by the Rev. Dr. Blaek, of Kildonan,

LETTER FROM REV. 0. CHINIQUY.

¥z, Epiror.~The numerons frienda of
our dear missions who axe among your
raaders will like to know that our moreiful
God continues to pour His most abuad-
ant blencings npon this part of His vine-
yoxd,

They slready know that the Ohuroh
where Y uscd to preach in the nastorn pard
of Montreal, partivularly in the evenings,
wan oo siuall for the mnltitudes of the
Fronch Cunadiun Roman Catholics who
wanted to hesr the trae Gospol of Ohrist 5
it was doecmed necossary to build another
one in the westarn part of the oity.

You have slresdy told your readers that
this new ohuroh was oonseorated to $ho
Lord the l4thof January. Bince that time
the number of Roman Catholios who have
come to that chureh in oxder to hear the
glorious nows of the Gospel, withont ¢xag-
geratien, oannot he less than 8,000, Though
all of them have not yet publicly
accopteld the {ruth &s it is in Jesus, it is
my firm hope that the greater part, by
the meroy of (God, will soon be among the
followera of Ohrist. Your rendera will like
to know that sinco the opening of this new
church I bave not passed a single day,
when in Montreal, without receiving the
publio recantation of some Roman Catho-
lic who wauted {o give np *he errors of
Romanism in order to foll w the Gospol.
Tho number of those who wero in the
Ohurch of Rome four months age, and
who are now with their children, at their
own requost, written in my books as con-
verts frona Romanism, is more than seven
hundred. Several of those converts from
Romanism had to lose their situations;
some had to bear tho robukes of their
dearest friends and relations, many times

Joven the oursings of their own parents, to

follow the Gospel. But they have pacsed
through the fiery farnace with the most
admirable courage. Agreat many of them
have reooived the visit of the prieats, and
have rebuked and confounded them in such
8 way (though with the greatest politenoss
and courfesy) that the Pope’s ambassadors
will not be tempted to come again.

The last three weeks were conscorated
by me in preparing our dear oonverts for
the Holy Communion; almost every avon.
ing, and three afterncons each week, I gave
them public instruction on the different
Gospel truths whioch & communicant must
know, and oxn the virtues whioh must adorn
his heart and sonl that he may not eat
of that bread and drink of that wine to his
own condemnation ; and last Sabbath we
were the witnesses in our ohureh of one of
the most tonohing and snblime spectacles
which & man can ses, One hundred and
fifteen of our dear converts were there,
sitling at the Lord's table, {0 eat of that
bread snd drink of that wine whieh has made
themn forever * the heralds of the Lord's
death till He will come.”

The unmistakeable marks of a true faith
and love, and the expressions of joy which
were beaming on the faces ofthe greatest
part of the communicants, mads it impos-
sible to me and to several others to restrain
the sweot tears of joy from trickling down
our cheeks, The hour of that ecommunion
has been one of the most solemn and bless-
ed of my life. Inever so vividly felt the

resence of the beloved Saviour than in
his blessed hour,

I wished then that the noble-hearted
gisters and brethren who help us to keep
up that work with their prayers
and the sacrifices they put at the
good Master's fest, would have been
thore to see with their cwn eyes tho fruits
of those prayers and sacrifices! How they
would have blesged the great God who has
given them the honor to bethe instruments
of His meroies towards those newly-redeem-
ed and preoious sonls!

Many more would have prosonted them-
selves to roceive the Holy Communion if
they had not been prevented by the want
of decent clothing.

Let me tell you, Mr. Edilor, that that
happy Lour bas well ropaid me, not anly
for the hard labour and the many tribula.
tions of last winter; but it has also well ro-
paid mo for the cursings of the priests of
Rome, and the sneers and rebukes of the
false friends and brethren, whose name is
legion,

Allow me to ask all those who love our
Saviour Jesus Christ nover tc forget in
their fervent prayers my dear conntrymen
who are still tied to the feet of the idols of
Rome, Yes, let them, with their fervent
supplioations to the throne of mercy, hasten
the day when my deluded countrymen will
ocase from worshipping & god made with
s conterptible wafer, whioh the rats oan
eat. Obh, when will it come {—the glorions
day whenthe Frenoh Uanadians will break
their chains and come to the fest of the
Lamb, who will make them pure with His
blocd, and free with His Word. Truly
yours in Christ, 0. Ouiniquy.

Mondreal, April 17¢h, 1877.

Ir i probably tho last place one wonld
bave locked for it, but one of the largest
Sunday Schools in the world is at Aintab,
in India, and numbers about 1,800 pupils.
And tnore is a world of encouragement for
the fatare of India in the fact.

For the Presbytartan i
HARD 1'IMES AND THE SCUEMES.

In an artiole with the above hendlng, in
your jssus of the 20th nll, the writer Lins
strnok & ehord whosu vibeniiony wught to
be porpetuated. The minisier who ex-
eudes himwelf from appealing to his people,
and giving them, at least, an opporiunity
of contribating to the seheraes, on the
ground that they have so muoh ta do other-
wire, ia unquestionably fifty yenrs behind
tho age, and hotraying bis trast. Ho has
no right to come between the Bupreme
Court aad the poople in this or any other
matter. Hia obviona duty is to comply
with the expressed resommendation, or
ratber, mandate of tha Assembly, by (x
erting his personal and official iuflnonce in
promoting #sid rchemes. Ia not every
minister, and elder foo, a leader in the
great Ohristian army, whose duty it is to
bear the standard, in fi -hting the Lord's
battle, and thus earrying on the great
Cbristisn contest? Bab it scoms trifling
wth what is so manifest, to avgne the point.
Our prorent object is not to write a Jong
article, but to add another faot, and thas
ondorso avd confirm what has beon already
80 woll stated in the actiole reforred to, It
may be well to remind your readers of the
faot therein stated. It is dolightful to got
hold of a few faote, for they soatter in hot
haste «llthoso apparently strong entrench-
ments whioch have been reared by fancy,
s Ifishness, indolencs, and shall I say vir-
tual trenson to the cause of the gracious
Mastor ? Tho fact stated is as follows:
“Qur congregation had decided to take up
nooollection this year for any of the Boards,
for this reason: Notwithstanding the un.
precedented atringenoy of the times we
have been making an onsiaught on our
churoh debt of $6,000, and thank God,
most of it has baon paid and the rest in
prospect, But when your lettor came I
took it into the pulpit and read a foew words,
stating {hat I would not ask a dollar, but
had deocided to give them an opportunity
to contributo if they felt that God was ask-
ing them for money for this eause. I en.
cloge $50 as the result—nearly three times
ag muoh as wo have ever given o your
Board before,” Tho writer justly adds:
 We aro convinced that ministers injure
home objeets by soeking to guard thorr
people from contributions to outside
schiemea.” ¢ There ig that soattereth and
yot inorengeth; and there is that with-
holdeth moro than is meot, but it tendeth
to poveriy.”

The faot that I wish to add is as follows:
Forty years ago—more or less—whon the
mispionary enterprise was mors vigorously
taken up in Sootland than it had ever been
bufore. a certain minister of the U. P.
Church—gg required by his Presbytery—
formslly brought the oase before his Ses.
sion and oconsnlted with them what ought
tohe done. The worthy men could not
see their way olear as to making auy greater
effort in the way of raising money than
hitherto. They Lad diffionlty in getting
ends to meet as it was, and they conld give
no encouragement to the new scheme for
the support of foreign missione, In thesge
cironmstances the excellent minister—re.
solving not to be defeated—appealed to the
people, aud stated next Sabbath that an
opportunity would be given at the monthly
prayer-meeling to eontribute s the Lord
had prospered them for the support of the
foreign misgions of the Church. The re-
sult was that $5 or £1 ster. was collested.
‘We naturally folt highly pleased, but pre-
dicted that as novelty wore off $he monthly
colleotion would dwindlo away. The re-
verse, howevor was the result, By the end
of the year our minister had not only the
monthly $5, but by means of gome private
subseriptions, was able to send .£20 ster.,
or $100 from a congregations whose elders
imagined they wers taxed to their ntmost
and counld do nothing mors! Theso are
simplo facls. The lescon thus taught is
obvious. Zet the people judge for them-
selves. Lot no minister or Session judge
for them. If it be true that 140 of our
ministera shrink from the simple duly of
giving their people an opportunity of aid-
ing the sohemes of the Church, those
brethren doubtless inour great responsibil-
ity. They are ijuring thomeelves as well
ag their people, more than porhaps they
are awaro of. The Master would not have
so acled. J.P,

Chatham.

In the Ards Precbytery of the Irish
Presbyterian Ohurch, Belfast, the Rov.
Matthew Maeaulay has given notice of the
following overture on the edncation gues-
tion :—" That no sottlement of the Irish
edneation question will be satisfastory to
the Presbyterian Church that rejeets the
Prinoiple of united non-sestarian eduoation
a8 opposed to denominational.”

Tax Rev. Dr, Philip Sohaff, of New York,
wriling from Alexandris, says :—* Presby-
terianism is the only form of Protestantism
which has taken root among the natives of
Egypt. It is the Evangeliual pioneer
Ghuroh. But there are a few English and
German churches in Alexandtia and Qairo
for the foreign population in theso large
citier,” Mins M, .. Whatoly, danghtor of
the Archbishop of Duablin, is carrying on a
large nobool of 150 girls and 250 boya in
Cairo, Axabie, Euglish, Frendh, and
Italisn are taught, and Suripture léssons
are aleo given.

e s e,

My Father's Qup.
John nvlil. 11,

Musing of ali my Father 8 love,
(How bweut. it 1a9
Mo thenght ¥ terrd o gontlo voice,
* Ohild, here's a nogp,
T'vo mized it, viuk it up.”
My heurt di + ink, X could no wove rejoice,

0 Father, dost thou love thy cuid
Then why thiscup?
* Ongday my ebild, I gnld to thee,
Hera is » flower
Finoked from a bonuteous bowu ;
Did you compluin, or teko it thanktully

“ One day I zave thee plessaat frult
Prom a chojea treo.

How pleaged, how grateful you Aid secia!
You said, “ I love
Theo; fafthful may I provet” .

Vovur heart wasfoll with iny, youreyes did botug,

That flower was mine, that frui was ming—
This cup is mino,

And s}l that's in It comes from me.”
Fathor,I'm still:
Forgive my naughty will

But what's tho cup? May X lookin and soe?

* Nay, nay, my child, yon must not see!
Christ only saw

Hix destined cup of bitter gall:
No, child, bolevel
Moekly tho cup recerve,

And krow that lovo and wisdom mixed it alj»

O Fathor, must it bo?

* Yos, chillq, It mustt”
Then givo the noeded modicine ;

Ro by my sidoe,

Ouly thy faco don't hido! .
I'll drink it all—it muet be good—"tis thine,

Handom Bendings,

OxILDREN aro afraid of being left in hy |
dark ; men are afraid of not being left init,
~Landor.

Hz who is not the bolter for
ous knowledge, will assuradly be
for it,

Boxk one bias beautifally raid, “Tha o4
Testament is truth in its gbrma ; the Neg
Testament ig truth in its blossom.”

A Maxis oalled selfish, not for arsning
his own good, but for negleoting h?s neigh.
bors's—Abp. Whately.

INTELLECTUAL pride is Jess outraged by
the obsonrities of faith, thau by the author.
ity with whicb it is olothed.—Afine, Swet.
chine, ,

There is a gift that is almost a blow, and
there is a kind word that is munif.
cence ; 8o mach is there in the way of do.
ing things.

Tax dootrines of grace humblo man
without degrading him, and oxalt him
without inflating him.—~Dr. Gharles
Hodge.

Quaint Rowland Hill said of some of
the speakors of lis day that thoy had a
river of words with only a spoonful of
thoughts.

EpucATtioN is & better safegnard of liber-
ty than a standing army. If we refrench
the wages of the schoolmaster, we must
raise those of the recrniting hergeant.—Ey-
erett.

Two things charaoterize every chursh
that is.in the highest condition of spiritusl
health. The one ia that they all worship,
the other that they all work. The first
appértains more direotly to the heart ; the
seoond nspertmns as well to the head, the
hauds and the purse. The fullest combin.
ation of the two wonld almost reslize the
ideal of churoh in its highest form.—hee,
Cuyler.

Somr men think they cannot be loyal
fo their own churches withont being e{u-
loyal to all surrounding frieudships. Otk-
exs think they can only be truly courteous
to their neighbors when fhey disavow their
own professions and lightly treat ecolesiage |
tical obligations at home. Why is it not
possible to be true, steadfast, and consisf-
ent as members of & denomination, and
friendly, brotherly, and kind as members
of the Churoh at large ?

WaAT is ministorial suscess? Crowded
churches, full aisles, atfentive oongtegl-
tions, the approval of the religious.world,
mueh impression produced ? Flijah thought
g0 ; and when he discovered hig mistake,
and found out that the Carmel spplause
subsided Into hideous stillness, his hear
woll-nigh broke with disappointment.
Miniateris! sucoess lies in altered Jives and
obedient, humble hearts, unseen worik
recognized in the judgment day.—Roberi-
son.

Tae more exaeling our business iz the
moroe devoutly ehould we wait on God.
That man who finds himself engrossed by
his worldly oalling, and makes this an ex.
cuse for negleoting his religious duties, will
tend ns naturally to earthiness a3 that de-
oay follows death. There is no hope for
his opirit in such a situation. With every
worldly care there ought to bo assosiated
a religions duty and influence, and when &
new secular obligation is assnmed, it ought
to be accompanied by & ronewed consesrae
tion to God and the Gospel.—United Pres:
byterian.

Mucx of the happiness of life depends on
our outward demeanour. We have all ex-
perienced the charm of gentle snd courteous
conduct; we have boen drawn irresistib
toward those who are obliging, affable, an
sympathetie in their domeanor. The friend.
ly grasp,tho warm welcome, the oheery
tone, the ensouraging word, the respeotfal
manuer, bear no amall share in creating
the joys ot life ; while the austers tons, the
stern rehuke, the sharp and acrid remark,
the cold and indifferent msnner, the ourt
and disveepeciful air, the supercilious and
scornful bearing are responsible for more
of human distress, despair, aud woe, thas
their transiont nature might seem #0
warrant.

his religt.
the worse

Suxpay-orosinag of litglomhops works
well in Sootland, and the Sootoh pecple des
siro no change. It was stated before ihs
Trish Sunday-closing Qommittoe, that thers
are 76,000 Irish in Glasgow, but only thir.
fy-four hotels open on Sunday, and thess
restrioted to servin lodfors and dong fids
travellers, A wonderful change has besen
v;rought on the peace and quistnens of the
oity.




