
SCHOOL DOCTORS AND CILDREN'S TEET-L

Sonie tinie ago 1I pub)lisliedl an, article ini tie "Socialist
]Zevicw" called "Physical Deterioration as Sceîî by a Dentist.'
In the nîcantiîîic, thec inspection of school childrcn by state
iiiedical officers lias l)ecn addcd to the long list of Social-st
inieasures tlîis individualistic: ration lias been compelled to
adopt. And whiat evcry tooth niender and ender knew ppr-
fectly wvcll, lias beeiî confirrned by the examnation doctors,.
viz., that the teetlî of johin Bull's childreiî are bad, very bad,
and rapidly growing wvorse. Soin? report sixty per cent.; but
w-liere the (loctor ini his hasty peep into ecdi. of a huniidred
inoutlîs find 6o Yeith decay, the spccialist Nvith- uîirror and
probe wouild (IiSCOvCr g0. I was talkiing to oneC of tlîese necv
servants of the state, -%vbo is kccnly iterestcd in his work,.
aîîd lie suinied up the case ini Uie fol!owing phrase. "If I
could only put the youingsters to righits at botlî ends-prevcuit
flhc foot anid inouth discases tliey nearly rill hiave-the healtit
of our sclîools wouild go alîcad splcndiclly." Before comiiîg-
to iny own departnient let us sec what the man meant by foot.
diseases. Evcry boy, that is a boy, Mien lie meets a puddle
on bis -way to scbool, saniples tliat flood with bis feet. Scol4L
as you likze, the genus boy, wvill continue to via1k tlîrouigl
puddles, wvlile flic littie girls iiiiitate tlîcir brothers, an(l soak
tlîcir own sligbter footgear. And the foolt gear of the average
elcmcentary, scliool child is not daînp proof, -wliile the bcst of'
boots turn traitor wlîcn treatcd as tlic puddle paddlcr serves-
tiienii. Into sclîool thcy nîcerrily troop, biang up, their wet over-
coats ini a nicé, w-arnm lobby, theni sit at tbe (csks dangliîg-
tiiose danip midcrstandings below, whl tii schordrnastcr
stiniilatcs tlîe understandings above. And every bealtlî stu-
(lent knows thiat it is safer to have warni feet and -%vet clc'thiing
above, tlîan dry jackets and cold, damîp tocs. Thiis observanit
medical inispector lhad looked low enougli to sec tlic cause of
haîf the xintcr colds and lowered vitality of bis flock. "«I
want niy charg2s to coic barefoot, or change tlîeir. slioes amdi


