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by heating for twý,enty, minutes at 76' C., is destroyed by
acid and aikzalies and by the conibined action of Eosin
(a phiotodyîaîinic substanîce) and sunflighit. i-le also
showed tlîat flhe sertini remnains active for one year, and
tiiese observations have beeu~ confirrned by vaious
observers.

Regarding the exact nature of the phienomenon, then,
Wassermiann maintains that it is caused by the alexini
being' fixed by specific substances in the luetic scruni
(produced as a resit of the infection) conibiningy with
a lipoid substance in the antigen. This practically reduces
it to a specific antibody antigen reaction. Froni this
extreme view of Wassermann on the one har.d, opinions
range ail flie way to 'the exactly contrary opinion of
1£lias Neubauer, Porges and Salomon (31), and others,
who lîold that the reaction is notlîing more tlîan an inter-
action between certain colloids. Tlhis view, however,
has not been finally accepted. Itn a recent article Flash-
mnan and iButler (32), after going over the ground in
an extremely careful and judicial fashion, conclude thiat
"the reaction in the infection wrould thus seem to be
placed in the same category with tu.-e alexin fixation
wvhich occurs ;vith ail antigen antibody reactions, and
it seems necessary under tlîis supposition to consider
that certain substances of a higlîly organized nature
produce the antibodies wvhose presence is indicated by
-alexin fixation," and later say: 'lIt would seem that the
minds of niany observers have 1)een s0 -diverted by the
discovery of thc possible explanation of the Wassermann
reaction by the interaction of known chenîical substances
that th2ir attention lias in sonie degree been drawn f roni
the biological aspects of thîe test. AIl antigen antibody
reactions are probably ultimately chemnical ini tlîeir nature,
and sooner or later the nature of the substances wlîicb
act as antigens in infection, whethier contained in the
body substance of a microôrganism or formed by its
influence, and of the other reacting substances, the anti-
bodies, xvill be more or less exactly determined."

Having thus considered the tlîeoretical aspects of the


