
MEDICAL SCIENCE

Referring -to hiereditary tenclencies, Revington
says : " I heard a nian say tliat for eight and tw'enty,
ycars the soul %vithin imii had to stand like an un-
sleeping sentinel guarding bis appetite for strong
drink. To be a maii under such circunmstances,
not to mention a saint, is as fine a piece of grace
as can iv'ell be seeni. Old Dr. MaLsoin used to sa),

that -is mnuch grace as w'ould miake John a saint
w'ould barely, keep Peter fromn knocking a man

Referring to a numiber of the illustrations given
by Jonathan H-utchinson, who lias forniulated the
principle of heredity in the general diathesis, lie
says "If w'e foIlowv the argument to its legfitimiate
conclusion we mnust conclude that the numiiberless
idiosyncrasies as to drugs or foocîs, the liability, to
take the contagion of the specific fevers, or to suf-
fer fromn erysil)elas on the s-niallest p)rov'ocationl, are
ail examiples of diathesis, developed, intensified ai-d
specialized, diathesis broughit to a point, in which
ail trace of the original causation lias been lost.
For the explanation of niany of the above facts
w~e mlust. appeal to tlîe nervous system, as it alone
seemns capable of satisfying ail the deniands of our
ignlorance .. If the heredity of coarse ph>'-
sical characteristics-the Bourbon lip, the Napol-
eonic nose or supernumerary digits be marked, how~
terribly potent must be the influence of ancestral
taints upon the delicate and intricate organization
of the hiunian brain-the. acmie of the evolution of
the vertebrate nervous systemn. . . . W'e aIl

* feel the tyranny of our organization, we somietin-es
j like %v'hat our education would teach us to abhior,
fand we cannot admire what we know to be admnir-

* able, and we can thus realize the mental organ-
ization of -the neurotic, we understandi, that w~e w'ill
inevitably develop in certain grooves. Although0

we nia>' effect much b)' judicious education %v'e hiad
better- begin earlier and 1)rev'ent wliat w~e cannot
cure.......lie stud), of the neurotic indivi-
dual wlio neyer transgresses the boundary line of
certifiable insanity, bias been inuch nieglected and
niuch nia>' yet be learnt hiere Ilere is thec illustra-
tion given A. 1>,., a remote lîistory of insanity ini
thiefaniiily,, an imniiiediate history also, a paternal
aunt is insane, and a brother suffersfrom piti niai;
fatier and mother of normal equ ilibriuîii. A. B3. is
of slight build, witlî delicate irregular features, bril-
liant eyes, and a sharp, r.-stless mannier, anci w'ith
an extraôrdinary aptitude for unus ual acqu iremients.

H -e is lîypersensiti'e, is flot muscular, and
does not feeci on flesh . . . Therie are iniany
funictional and organic diseases of the nervous sys-
temi w'hichi appear io be the resuit of an ancestral
taint, and wvhich interchange in the life.history of
the incliî'klual or of the race, and wve Ina>' roughly
divide the various affections tlîus rclated into thé
follow'ing groups." Micro follow~ eight groups-
fromn group i : " Forms of neurotic manifestations
the hieredity of which is %vell nîarked but wvhich are
not apt to develop unless the individual liabilities
are increased. Under it are incluclec irritable, ex-
citable and eccentric teniperaiwents, to group 7:
"strong inhleritance manifesting itself iii infancy,

and mental death from, birth, or rather the absence
(as idiot.ýy) of an), intellectual life."

IPassing on, Ur. Revington speaks of acquired
neuroses, or what Jaccoud wvould call induccd, and
suis upsonie of the so-called apparenit inodi fications
of neuroses. Regarding the induced nieurosis,
wvhich %ve trust to sec devcloped in the continuation
of this valuable mionograph, it is quite clear that for
us as physicians the influence wbIich social customns,
educational miethods, individual hiabits and econo-
mic conditions have in itiduc-ingy neuroses, mnust
continue to possess an absorbing interest in pro-
piortion as %we are gaining more exact kntovledge
of ail mental phienomiena ý%njd neurotic conditions.
To illustrate the importance of this fromi the
purely therapeutic standpoint, we are tolci -that
cthe alcoholie man mav, under slighlt causation,

injury to the head, or shock, or worry, develop a
sharp attack of insanity, or ma), break dlown coin-
pletely as a general paralytic." In the case Nvhere
w~e are called upon to treat the children of such
we place ourselves in the position of having to
deal %vith whiat hias becomie a hieredîtary neurosis.
Such a child inclines to beconie an imbecile or
eI)ileptic, or, later in life, nîay develop somie other
defi nite nerve disorder. Therapeutically we are
dealing with alcohiolismi, it nîay be in tainted tis-
sues of the child or the impçrfectly developed
tissues of the young man. But it w'ill very natur-
ally recur to any one to consider w1hat are the -in-
fluences of home, of education and occupation on
such a predisposition, in a chjild ? Can wve %vith.
a child so. handicapped faii to realize the condi-
tionb uinder wlvhicli, as far as we know, wîth-any
degree of likelihiood, such an *individual, is likely
to growv out of or wear outthe neurotic tendency,


