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their moisture is rapidly evaporated, so thà
the~ solid ingredierits become dust, then the
are endowed with thie longevity and fai
reaching infectiveness of ail dry contagiv
The most daiîgerous and long-lived of a]
contagyia are tiiose whiclî bugin their externa
career in thîs state of dryness; of thes
scarlet fever and sî-nali-pox are the mos
stiking illustrations. They impregnate thi
atmospliere of the room, and make it Iligl
infective. Yet wve cun do notbing to destro.,
this infectiveness, but trust to the naturva
disinfe.-ttats-air and rnoisture-whicli, ir1
this climate, any hygroscopic body soon ac
quires. We mnay, howe'ver, by applicationm
to the patient's body, clog, the wvings of th(
contagia, and retain the debris to, be î'e
moved by the bath. - I water ail contagih
are drowned at once, in the sen-se of beinc
irnprisoned, and if the bulk of water lx
sufficientiyilarge in proportion to the organic
matter: decomposition proceeds apace, and
they soon cease to exist as vital entities.
There are only two circumstances which may
give them, another opportunity of infection,
0o1e 18 if they contawinate the wvater supply,
the other is, if -froni defect of bulk of water
and stagnation, gaseous bubbles project #'hein
into the air, or the filthy solution smnears the
sides of sewers above water level, or deposits
mud wvhich is exposed to the sun and the
sweep of currents of air," as too fr-eque-ntly
oocur.

The exereta froni the bowels and kidneys,
and in sonie cases tihe sputa, slîould, howvever,
be received into a strong disinf'ecting solution.
Where possible, as ini cases of scarlet fever,
especially, and even of measles, oily inunc-
tion of the entire surface shiotld be pr-acticed.
This wiIl flot ofliy check the spread of the
contagium in the dried cuticl-e, but will prove
soothing and useful to the patient.

We must defer for another occasion the
consideration of that part of the disinfecting.
process-ot the clothing, bedding and room or
dwelling-whichi follows recovery.

Dr. Alfred Carpenter urges the amalgannn.
Of ail the jaiayognztin nEgai uu.' nlss is nignJy 'la1ngerons, &nd doubtless
a royafinsiue Of Jle&lih costa -thousands Of Mnost valuabi, liven, The

't TYPHOID FEVER.
v In the destruction of vaînable hunian

life, next to tlîat most destructive of all
~diseases, consumnption, cornes typhoid. féyer.
SThis disease seems as it were to rovel in the
destruction of the most valuable lives, and

eaimosL daily we learn of one or more of thetbost nien in the Dominion, and they too in
5the prime of life, falling victims to it.

It seems as plain as can be, as repeatedly
iexpiained in tià jour'nal, that the origin or

cause of the disease-its specitie cantagion-is
-most intimately associated with huinan.
excr6ta, and that the poison is usually corn-
municated through the medium of drinking

* water. It is prohably but rareiy if ever
Lcommunicated directly from one person to
another, but developes and multiplies outside

the ody.Though not positively pi'vn
there seemas to be hard]y any doubt whatever,
as everything, in the history of the disease
seems to bear witness, that the contagion in
some phase of a sort of mould, the favorite,
if not the essential, suil for the dleveiopment
of wvhich is fecal matter-fecai matter ad-
hering to the surfaces of drains or sewers, or

1in e-sspools or privy vYauhts. And it is very
universally believed that, to, get rid of the
fecal matter, coinpletely and entirely, is to,
get rid of the fever.

Notwithstanding ail this, pointed, ont to
the public over and over again, there are in
the "Queen City "-ororzto, betiveen 14,000
and 15,000 privy vaults, and in the Dominion
prolably not less thian a million of them, for
storing, and actually preserving this soil for
the developuient of the typlîoid poison, which
is su constantly destroying the lives of the
abiest aùid most useful men.

Wé nleed iardiy ailude to the reinedy. It
is plain enough; consisting 8imply iu the
disposai of thic exer-eta of th-e body as civil-
ized beingis and Christians s'hould. "Pli
present system and manner of constructing,
drains and sewers, iu corinection with our


