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of the country, consequeni upon its development. No one who liasany knowledge of the demands -nade upon the Ministers of theCrown in the past, can question the appointment of a M inister ofEducation, nor that of Publie Works, mach less the recent changewhièh placed the Premier of the Province in a position where liecould, guide our destinies as a Province, free froin the cares inci-
dent to the management of a department.

0f the present ministers of the Cron, the Hon. the ProvincialSecretary is the one upon. whom chiefly reets the responsibility
of those branches which. appertain to the health of the people,viz., (1) Hospital and Gaol Ins-pection, (2) Hospitals for theMentally Diseased, (3) Provincial IBoard of Health,' (4) VitalStatistics (IRegistrar-Genera1), and (5) Neglected Ohildren. Inaddition to these the following migit. be placed in the same cato-gory, viz., Factory Inspection, -which is delegated. to the care ofthe Ministeir of Agriculture, thougli just -what relationship can beclaimed officially to, exist between the tifling of the ground or tbebreeding of cattie, and the supervision of factories, their generalsanitary arrangement, and the method adopted to proteet the lifeof the artizan, I have endeavored te ascertain, but so far -wîthout
success.

The Provincial Secretary, in addition to, performing the func-tions of a Minister of Realtli, is called upon to administer theLicense Branch, whicb, of itself, calîs for a considerable portion ofbis time. He is also the Minister of the Orown, to, supervise theregistration and inspection cf incor-porated companies, the issu-ance of marriage and automobile licenses, and performing the.thousand and one duties incident te, the office of a Secretary of
State.

And as to the demands made upon this minister, one liasbut te, visit bis office, wben it -will be found that the dai*y nutnber-of visitors far exceeds that of any other of bis colleagues, and thequestions upon wbich hie bas te decide are as diverse as one coulci.wisb tbem. to be; and from the many branches under bis care, itcati well be imagined that a large proportion of it must relate te-subjects more or less of a medical character.
It must not be supposed that this vast amount of medical workbas always heen in existence; indeed, it is quite the contrary. Itcati readily be supposed, bow, in 1867, 'when there were only two.hospitals for the mentally diseased, with 951 patients, the workincident te what is incorrectly called Asyluxns, could be easilytaken up by thec Provincial Secretary; but in the nearly four de-cades since Confederation, there bas not onl.Y been expansion inthis particular brandi of tbe s2rvice, but thec same mav 7be said of

everýy brandi of the department.
The hospitals just referred to have inere9sed te nine, with a


