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Symposium on Tuberculosis. .

Pror. RusseLy, of the University of Wisconsin, introduced this sub-
jeel in a careful yet exhaustive paper on human and bovine tuberculosis
and their inter-relation. The importance of any phase of investigation
relating to tuberculosis and its relation to milk is unquestioned, in these
lalter days when the general public is beginning to appreciate, for the
first time, the magnitude of the problem that confronts them in attempt-
ing to lessen the ravages of the “ great white scourge” of ‘the human.
race. _ o :

In considering this subject it may be rcached from two points of
view :— . o .

1. From the standpoint of animal mdust1 Y.

2. From that of public health.

The rapid extension of the disease amongst eattle within the last fcw, :
decades hag forced upon breeders and dairvmen the neecessity of con-.
sidering this subject whether they desire it or not. Tt is customarv in
many quarfers, even yet, to deery all consideration of this matter as
unnecessary, inexpedient, and harmful to the dairy interests. But as
is foo Irequently the case, the motive for such action rests upon a finan-
cial foundation, and many breeders are averse to a calm, judicious dis-
cussion of the matier simply because it may mean financial Joss to them.

Since the introduction of the tuberculin test as an aid in the diagno-
sis of the discase in cattle, it has been positively détermined that the
malady. at least in ils incipient form, is very mueh wider spread than
was formerly supposed, but it by no means follows that all animals that
react to the fubereulin tests are actually in a condition in which they
or their products are dan gerous 1o man and beast.

The slow insidious nature of the disease that characterizes it in the
human is also to he found in the cattle, and not infrequently an animal’
may be infected with the seeds of the disease for a considerable time—
even a year or so—without showing in any degree physical symptoms
that are manifest to cven the animal expert. Such animals are not
diseased in the ordinary meaning of the term, i.e., they arc not capable
of transmitting the disease, either dirvectly or indirectly, through their
milk or meat. The affection in such cases is latent, generally confined
to various lymphatic glands; but animals so affected are, however, poten-
tially dangerous for the lateney of the disease may be overcome through
the operation of various factors, and the chronic type may thus he
awakened into an acute phase. It is in this way that the disease spreads
slowly and unperceived through a herd. Before it has made such
inroads as to cause actual death of any considerable number of animals,
many more have acquired the trouble, at least in the earlier phases.



