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Symposium on Tuberculosis.
Puo>FU. .USSELL, of the TUniversity of Wisconsin, introduced this sub-

ject in a careful yet exhaustive paper on human and bovine tuberculosis
and their inter-relation. The importance of any phase of investigation
relating to tuberculosis and its relation to milk is unquestioned, in these
latter days when the general public is beginning to appreciate, for the
first tnie. the magnitude of the probleni that confronts thein l attempt-
ing to lessen the ravages of the ' great white scourge of"the huma
race.

Il considering Ibis uljeet it inay be reachled froin two points of
view:

1. Froin the staidpoint of animal industry.
2. From1 that of public health.

ie rapid extension of the disease aiongst cattle within the last fewV.
decades has foreed upon breeders and dairyminen the necessity of con-
sidering tiis subjcet whether they desire it or not. t' is customarv in
many narIfers, even vet, to decry ail consideration of this imatter as
unnecesary. inexpedient, and harniful to the dairy interests. But as
is !oo frequently the case, tle mlotive for such action rests ulpon a finîaun-
eial founifdation, and mîany breeders arc averse to a calmii, judicious dis-
cussion of the m atier simply because it mnay mean financial loss to them.

Since the introduction of the tuberculin' test as an. aid in the diagno-
sis of tie discase in cattle, it lias beei positively détermined that the
maiady. af least in ifs incipient fori, is very much wider spread than
wvas formerly supposed, but it by no means follows that all animals that
reaet to ihe tuberculin tests are actually in a condition in whicli they
or their products are dangerous to man and beast.

The slow insidious nature of the disease that eharactèrizes it in the
human is also to be found in the éattle, and not infrequently ai animal
may be infected with the seeds of the disease for a considerable time-
even a year or so-without showing in any degree physical symptomns
tlat are manifest to even the animal expert. Such animails are not
diseased in the ordinary meaning of the term, i.e., they arc not capable
of transmitting the disease, either directly or indirectly, through their
mnilk or ment. The affection in such cases is latent, generally confined
to various lymphatic glands; but animals so affected are, however, poten-
tialvl dangerous for the latency of the disease may be overcome through
fhe operation of various factors, and the chronie type may thus be
awakened into an acute phase. It is in this way that the disease spreads
slowly and unperceived througl a herd. Before it bas made such
inroads as to cause actual death of any considerable number of animals,
nany more have acquired the trouble, at least in the earlier phases.


