siness, and cares, and pleasures of an engross-
ing world ?  Blessed &ny! when the wells of
salvation are open, and the fuantain of grace
unsealed ; let my soul now drink its fill of the
water of life, that I may be strengthencd so
a3 to resist the temptations and surmount the
difliculties which beset us in owt Christian
course ! Let my soul be bathed in that river
whose streams do make glad the city of our
God, so that, sanctified, and retreshed, and
comforted, I may go on my avay rejoicing .

Finally, let us'not venture tomake free
with God's time, or think that ke will'be satis-
fied with a smaller portion of it actively spent
in his service, than would an cartlily master.
Let us not presume to spend more of Gul's
day than our own in sleep or relaxation, «I{
David's heart smote him,” says the yuaint old
author before quoted, * for wutting off but a
lap of Saul's royal coat; so should var’s fui
profaning, or unprofitably wasting, any part
of Christ’s day. It is ike his seamdess cuat,
and caunot be divided without sacrilege.”—
Let us make the most of it, and never be sa-
tiofied unless we derive spiritual Leoclit from
its holy exervises. In the evening let us ae-
call and retlect upon what we have heard and
expericnced ; let us consider what we have
gained, and-not “be as the unclean beasts,
which chew not the cud.”  (Boston.)

THE CRYSTAL PALACE—-WEEKLY
RECREATION WITIIOUT SAB-
BATIH DESECRATION.

When the Commission of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church in England lately met
at Liverpool, it was unanimously agrecd that
a-petition should be presented to the Queen,
praying:that no charter might be granted
to the Crystal Palace -Company which-wonld
authorize the opening of the house or grounds
on any part of Sabbath. At the samie time,
the Presbytery of London was instructed to
seek an interview with the Directors, in or-
der to remonstate against the propesal. The
Directors did not coasent to an intervicw, but
invited a writien statetent of the viewsof the
Presbytery, which has consequently been
conveyed in the following document :—

“Prestytery House, 51, Great Ormond Street,
London, December 13, 1852.

% GENTLEMEN,—The Presbytery of Lon-
don was instructed by the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church in England to seck an inter-
viow with the Directors of the Crystal Palace,
in order to remonstrate against its being o-
pened to the public on the Lovd’s day  And
although we have not been favoured with a
personal interview, we gladly avail ourselves
of your courteous invitation to communicate
our views in writing

«1Ve believe that we are at one with the
Directors in the desire that cheap and harm-
less recreations should be provided for the
working classes ; and we have watched with
intense interest a project which promises to
secure for them instruction combined with a-
musement on a scale so magnificent. We al-
50 agree with those who regard the hours of
weeﬁ-day labour as in many cases oppres-
sively long. Our remedy, however, would
not De to alienate from jts original destination
the day of religious resting ; but we would
endeavour to sccure for the working-classes
more relaxation on other days of the week.—
Already there -are some -employers who give
their servants hali a holiday.every weck;and
we can imagine nothing more likely-to give
an impuise to this excellent practice than a
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resolution, on the part of the Directors, to o-
pen the Palace at a reduced rate of admissi-
on,~say every Saturday or every dMonday,~—
as is now done cach Monday in the Regent’s
Pauk Zoological Garden. Whereas, on the
other hand, the tendoney of Sanday amude-
ments is to multiply Sunday cmployments,
aud we believe that the countrics in which
there 1s the largest amount of Sanday merry-
making are also the countries where there
is the largest amount of Sanday  dradgery —
We do not sée how the Palace can boe kept
opun seven day s instead of six, and crowds of
visitors be transported to and fro in public
conveyauces, without adding to the tuil of the
DPalace attendants, the railway scivants, and
many others among the indusirions clascs.

* We would not, however, di;guise that our
great objection to the proposed partial opening
of the Crystal Palace on the Sabbath is on
the score of principle, we belicve that it will
be o deseeradon of @ Divine and primeval in-
stituticn; and that, sinful in itselt) it will lead
tu an indicase of intemperance, and reckless-
ticssy and cunaeyuent misery, which already
so fearfully abound. 'We have no hope that
the fountains and fresh air of Sydenham will
depopulate the gin-palaces of Westminster
and Wapping ; but we greatly fear lest some
who are at present sober, and respectable, and
church-going, may be led to abandon those
wholesome usages which have hitherto been
the safeguards of their chavacter, and through
the violation of one commandment, Le tempt-
ed to the transgression of many more.

“ We would therefore urgently entreat the
Directors to pause Lefore they take a step so
fraught with evil cunseynences to the very
class whom they seek to benefit, and which,
in tho.cycs.of many, will degrade the .Crystal
Palace to the rank of a Sunday tavern , whilst
it threatens to keep back frum the underak-
ing that smile of approving rovidence which
50 signally attended its S.ﬁ:batlhkccping pre-
decessur.—We have the honour to be, gentle-
men, your faithful servants,

(Signed by order and behalf of the Presby te-
ry of London),
#Janes Ilasicron.”

To one point in the above memorial we in.
vite the attention of our readers, viz., the de-
sirableness of securing for the working-classes
a weekly half-holiday No labourers or artizansg
toil so hard, nor-to such good purpose, as those
of Britain, and yet few aie rewarded with so
little recreation. The Irench ouvrier is
cheered by the prospect of ever-recurring
Jetes,and the labours of the German mecha-
nic are enlighlencd by numerous fairs and
‘Church festivals; but .except Good Friday
and:Christmas in England, and New Year’s
Day in Scotiand, theindustry of Britain
knows no break nor breathing time Save
the Lovd’s day,which the conscicatiouslabour-
er cannot make kis day, there is no-season in
all the weary year when the town-pent shop-
man or mechanic may regale himseli and his
little ones with the freshness of the ficlds, or
enjoy the delights ot friendly intercourse.—
Except the brief and drowsy evening which
closes a day of exhausting drudgery, there is
vo mental improvement or social enjoyment
As it is, the Sabbath is the blessed restoya-
tive tothe mind and body of many a labour-
ing .man; but there are many objects -in
themselves innocent or desirable to which
the God-fearing lubourer cannot appropriate
its.sacred hours Ile cannot devote it to.the
railway excursian, .as.to vjsiting his country
cousins. Ho cannot spend it in reading “Un-
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cle Tum" or Macaulay's“England.” Ho can-
not set it apart for climbing the mountain or
exploring the glen; and he would not ex-
change the House of Prayer for the Dolytech-
nic Institution, or Zoological Garden, for the
Dritish Muscum ¢: the C‘rystal Palace.

Bat if for such uscs he cannot take God's
time, is there no other available 2 Without
robbing God, mught not the handicraftsman
be enriched with an oucasional holiday ?

So great a Loon as a hialt' day’s unbroken
leisure, that, in order to earn it, we belicve
many woall chieedfully work five days of the
week a half or a whole hour extra ~Andve-
ry wisc they would Le, as, to say nothing of
the advantage lur parposes of recreation ot
self improswuent of a sulil and unbroken af-
teinoon, there would be inspiration in theve-
r) pro:{ms.t. Laouking over the shoulder of
the sweltering labourcr, tho coming Saturday
would cowfort him concerning the work of
his hands, and its cheerful conntenance would
do him good like a medicine.

Sumecthing of this sort has already been at-
tempted.  In Mancheoter the warchouases are
closed at one o'clock cvery Satarday after-
noon. In the wost of Scotland the factory
Lands are released from work on the same
day at two. And on Saturlay, at one, not a
fuw houses in the city of London dispense
with the attendance of their clerks.  Nov
have we ever ' 2ard that any material loss or
inconvenience has attended the practice.

We forbear entering further into the sub-
ject at present. Meanwhile we commend it
to the considuration of Christian cmployers,
and of ministers of the gospel, who can searce-
ly be more apprupriately employed than in
considering the case, and pleading the cause,
of the labouring man. X.ven one partial ho-
liday, such as we have suggested, once a
montli, would be better than the present sys-
tem oi intermipable toil, but coald the after-
nvons ot esery Saturday be ganed, besides
cunfuliing a priceless buon on Christian and
well-condition families, it would effectually
remuve the most plauable pretext for Sab-
bath desecration.

SAYIRNGS OF SCRIPTURE RESPECT-
ING TilE SABBATIL
EXAMPLE OF GOD.

And on the seventh day Gol ended his
work which Le had made; and Le rested on
the seventh day. . . . And God Llessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, Gen. ii. 2, 8.

The first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled
for fear uf the Jews, came Jesus, and stoed in
the midst and saith unto them, Peace Le unto
you. . . . Aud he breathed on them and
saith unto tham, Reeewve ye the Ifoly Ghost.
Jokn xx. 19-22,

COMMAND OF GOD.

Remember the Sabbath-day to kecep it ho-
Is  Six days shalt thou labour and do all
thy work; but the seventh day is the $ab-
barh ofthe Lord thy (God; in it thou shalt not
do any work. thou nor thy son, &  Frod.
xx. 8-11.

ist.—THnr SABBATH A DAY OF REST FROM

SERVILE WORK.

The Lord said— To-morrow is the rest of the
holy Sabbath—L.t no man go out of his.place
on.the seventh day to gather manna. £ #70d,
xvi. 22-29; see also Jer. xvii 21, to the end

“And they rested the Sabbath-day accord-



