
In/ciltibilit y.
slie is infallible, and at the sanie Urne
attempt Io prove lier infallibility by
that construction, would be an in3ult
to conmnon sense. lier right to be
acknowledged as the infallible guide
and director of our faith, must either
be blindly submitted ta without proof
or inquiry, or it must be left ta be
deterrnined by the private judgmcnt
of every individual ; and if the vota-
ries of the Chiurch of Rome are not
willing ta confes3 they admit the
validity of hier dlaim-s without any
reasons wvhatever, thev must have ex-
ercised the riglit of free inquiry as
weIl as Protestants, not indeed in res-
pect to particular controversies, but
in relation to this great controversy.
What is the standard of' trutlî, and
wlio is the judge af controversy ?
The Churchà of Rome brîldly affirms,
that if individuals are left to j udge
for tbemselves, such is the obscurity
of Seripture, that no certainty can be
obtained, no conclusion deduced, in
which. tie conscience may safely rest.
Yet, witli egyregious incansistency,
she refers us to that very Seripture in
proof of the justice of bier claims.
Here I would a-sk, can we witlîout an
infallible guide attain the real mean-
ing, of the texts whieli she quotes in
her favour ? If not, it is impossible
for them to prove bier inf'allibility. If'
wve can, then it follows that there are
some parts af Seripture wvhose mean-
ing may be certainly ascertained with-
out bier infallible guidance. And
what then becomnes af her complaint
of the hopeless obsurity of Seripture,
wvhich isaffirmed ta renderheraid soin-
dispensable? And what must we tbink
of bier outeries against the supposed
arrogance of pretending to the exer-
cise of free inquiry, and of judging
of the Seriptures for ourselves, when,
without such an exercise and such a
power of judging, it is found impos-
sible to obtain the least proof or pre-
sumptian of hier boasted infallibility ?

Sonie parts of' Seripture, the'n, the
Church af Rome berseif' must allow,

are capable of being understood ~wth-
out lier aid. Those declarations of
Scripture on whichi she rests bier
dlaim. ta, implicit submission and
obedience, slie must allow to be suffi-
cicntly plain and intelligible, ta, bind
the conscience of every inember of'
bier cammunity wvho is prepared to,
assign a reasan for bis bcing a Catho-
lie ; and as an entire agreement with
the dagmas of the church is ail the
faitlî wvhich she requires in order ta the
salvation ai bier members, slîe must
acknowledge, as wvell as ourselves,
that Uic Serîptures contain a rule of
faitb sufflcient for the purpose af sal-
v'atian; the only differcace is, that in
our opinion the Seripture clearly un-
folds a systern ai saving trutb, while
ini that aof the Roman Catholies thcy
are obsure iii every point, except in
tbe few passages wbieh direct us ta
the chutrcli, the only authentie and
immediate source ai saving knowv-
ledgre.

We ascribe some efflcacy ta tbe
word of God itself'; while they coni-
tend that tlîe principal or only bene.1t.
it affords consists in conducting us ta
tlîe churchi. The Seriptures them-
selves indeed affirm, tîmat they are
Ilable ta make us ivise unto salva-
tian," and by tbem Il we mnust be
judged at the last day." The church
assp'rts, on the contrary, that they arC
covered with an inîpenetrable obscu-
rity, not ta be removed w'ithout lier
interference, and that we shahl be
judged at tbe last day, flot by aur
submission to the Scriptures, but aur
obedience to her. In lier system the
principal use ai tbe Seriptures wvas ta,
give birth ta the churcb, whose place
sbe now occupies, wbose prerogatives
sbe assumes as the sole directory of'
conscience, and the living oracle of'
God. Her treatmnent ai the Seripture
almast reminds us ai the fabulous
bistory ai .Jupiter, whîo ascended ta
supreme paover by the mutilation
and banishment of his iather.

The portentaus doctrine ai infalli-


