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EDITORIALS.

Aswe go to press the joyous
straiuns of the celebration of Vie-
toria’s Dinmond Jubilee ave vinging
not only throughout onr own Can-
adian land but over her world-wide
Empire. So much has been said
and written in exalted vein under
the inspirvation of an event unigue
alike in the history of the empire
and of the world, that it scems un-
called for that we should attempt
to rise to the dignity of the occa-
sion.  Yet we beg the indulgence
of our readers for asingle sentence
expressive in & measure ab leass of
the sincere and loyal thanksgiving
which is in onr hearts. Although
no nasional flag floats above the
sanetum and editorial dignity for-
bids that we should join the popu-
Jar jubilation which expresses it-
self in vigorous hat-throwing and
voeiferous shouting, yet none the
lessloyal pulsations ave felt within,
mingled with devout thanksgiving
for the unparalleled blessings of
an unprecedented reign, and an
carnest breathing to the great
Giver of all good for their undimi-
nished continnance to hoih sov-
ereign and subjects.

The near approach of the season
for Associations and Conventions
suggests some problems in connec-
tion with these gatherings which
mustsoon be dealt with. Two ser-
ious facts are alveady quite patent
to the eyesof all: first, that the
attendance upon our annual de-
nominational as<emblies is in the
majority of instances attaining
umvieldly proporsions, and second,
that the delegates are not in the
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main fuirly representative of the
intelligence, picty and executive
Secutty of onr churches, Oue un-
desirable result of the fivst fact is
the growing difficulty of finding
church willing to undertake the
responsibility of entertaining an
associntion or convention, The
task is so great that only the
stronger chur -hes or those which
least need the help which such a
gathering ought to bring, dave as-
sume it. A remedy might easily
be provided in the reduction of
the delegates which each church
ix entitled to send, coupled with
the distinet understanding that
free entertainment would he pro-
vided for delegates only.

The other fact referved to is
much * more serions, and one to
which is teaceable in large measurve
many of the unsatisfactory and
unbusinesslike things done in the
name of the churches. The cause
of thisx condition of thiugs is we
bLelieve due to the miserablesystem,
orrather lack of system, employed
in the appointment of the repres-
entatives of the average church.
When delegates arve to be selected,
instead of a careful choice being
made of persons best  suited to re-
present the church anditsinterests,
thereis a general enquizy of “Who
is going?” or “Who will go?” with
the vesult that persons ave chosen
whose one qualification is that
they are able to afford the expense
or find it convenient to avail them-
selves of excursion railway rates
and free entertainment for the en-
joyment of a cheap holiday  trip.
With such a basisof selection it is
not to be wondered at that a large
percentage of the lay deleaates
thus sent are totally unfit to per-
form the duties of their position
and exert little if any beneficial
influence upon the findings of the
body to which they belong. Asa
preventative of such restdts we
would suggest that each church
bear the expenses of its delegates
to and from the place of meeting,
With expenses provided for, there
would be little difficulty in pre-
vailing upon almost any whom the
church might designate, to go, for
many could bear the loss of time
who could not afford loxs of time
with cost of travelling added.
After the churches shatl have put
this muceh of business into  their
shave of the constitution of our
general bodies, it will be sufticient
time for them to offer adverse crit-
icism of doings of these hodies.
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Our highly esteemed  brother
pastor, Rev. J, 8. Coffin of the
Aylesford Methodist eivenit, closes
hix Inbovs upon his present field on
Sunday, July 4th, after which, as
we have just learned, he goes to a
charge in Lunenburg County. We
desive to take this oppartunity of
giving public expression to our un-
feigned vegretvat the nearapproach
of the dissolution of our associa-
tion,which from the first has been
of a wost cordinl  character. One
of the very tirsthands extended in
friendly greeting upon our coming
to Aylesford was that of Pastor
Coftin. What he then scemed to
be we have ever found him, a
thorough Christiau gentleman. In
his removal we shall sustain a loss
not casily repaired. Our earnest
wish is that Bro. Coffin may find
in his new field opportunities
worthy of his high endowments of
mindd and heart, and that before
him may lie many yenrs of joyous
and fruitful seyvice. The UxionN
bids him, his wife and his family
“God speed.”

The most suggestive bit of ad-
vertising which has caught owr at-
tention tor some time is contained
in an exchange. In it appear
these words: At & bound Patti-
son's  Whisky has come to thoe
front,” and just beside them isa
Bengal tiger leaping as if upon
some prey. It may bean inadver-
teney but is none the less true to
fact.

The UNION congratulates Miss
Augie M. Lee and My, Frank B.
Jacques upon the securing of theiv
B diplomas.

And now the Plebiscite Bill is
dead. “How long, oh Lord, how
long?”

The Toronto Mail and Empire has
the following:

“Once again have Canadian mili-
tary men distingaished themselves.
The 48th Highlanders, at Islington
tournament, defeated the Austral-
ians in individual bayonet compe-
titions. Now a teamof eight Can-
adians has defeated a picked team
of cight experts from the Life
Guards, the Coldstream Guards,
and the Grenadier Guards, We
have taken the Queen'’s prize, and
have had the championship of al-
moxé everything; but to beat the
crack regiments at fighting with
the bayonct—well, ‘that’s a pretty
go,” as our fellow subjects across
the water wounld say.



