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Thus the total number who in 1792 could in the widest sense be called
missionaries to the heathen was less than one hundred and ninety, and of
these more than half gave but a part of their attention, in several instances
but a very small part of their time to direct missionary effort,

Nor were they or their predecessors very successful in consolidating
such success as they had or in supplementing their own by native agency.
There were about forty thousand converts in South India, but excluding
those in the Dutch possessions, who were Christian only in name but
Buddhists in reality, there were not six thousand converts elsewhere,
Nowhere was thcre a strong, intelligent, self-supporting native Christian
church with its ordained native ministers. The decline, indeed, of some
missions toward the close of last century and the little progress made far
ioto this was largely owing either to the defective quality of the converts
generally or to the reluctance of the missionaries to train for service the
most promising of them. Both causes, I think, were operative, However
it was, the native laborers were singularly few and inefficient. A few were
school-teachers, but there does not appear to have been an aggregate of
even fifty native evangelists, and of those not four who had received minis-
terial rank and recognition.

What a contrast between 1792 and 1892 !—a contrast which proves
the splendid progress of the missionary enterprise, and which should
fuspire all its friends with elation and confidence.

In 1792 not 190 missionaries—four only in all Africa, 12 only ia
India, but not ome in China, or Japan, or Burmah, or all Central and
Western Asia, with not 50,000 reliable converts around them or 50 of
these converts to give them efficient aid. Now there are 3000 ordained mis-
sionaries, with 2500 lay and lady coadjutors, with no fewer than 30,000
native evangelists, one sixth of them ordained and for the most part well
tried and trained. Around them have been gathered a native Christian
population of three millions, far in advance of their heathen neighbors in
intelligence, morals, and ¢nterprise.

Into cvery non-Christian country with but three exceptions the mis-
sionaries have entered and converts have been made, in some cases number-

ing their thousands, their tens of thousands, and even their hundreds of
thousands, and what is equally significant and impoitant, the Bible and its
conceptions of God, of a Saviour, of a future life, and of morals is rapidly
spreading everywhere. During the past one hundred years Christianity
has spread moze widely and won more triumphs than in any three centuries
during the previous fifteen hundred years. These are facts which make it
absurd to speak of missions as a failure.

The philanthropic Mr. Quarrier, carrying on Christian work in the
worst part of Glasgow, has just received $10,000 for building an or-
phanage, from unknown friends.



