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Albigerises ; how the Hlugue.nots fouud( no rcst froin persecution, and
finally wvere slaughltered by the wvholesale, imprisoned, impoverishied, and
driven from France. For the better part of a century littie llolland bouit
the utnîost of lier almost mniraculous energies to save hierseif from utter
destruction by the diabolieal sehiemes of Philip II. and lus Duke of Alva.
And as for Englaud, in the persoiis first of the Lollards and later of the
Puritaiis, those wvho would hava noue of Ronie suffered mnanifold aflictions
froin llenry VIII., Bloody Mary, Elizabeth, and the four Stuarts, for a
huudred and llfty continuons years in al; nor was the fearful stress flnally
over until hiappy 1088. Thierefore, it is not at ail to be counted strange
that the dreary and bloody sixteenth and seventeenth centuries witnessed
no evangelistie crusades to speak of aiined at remote Af rica, Asia, Anierica,
and the islands of the sea.

But besides the theologrical. and ecclesiastical. strifes whicli begran fromi
thue Reforiation, esteemed one and ail by the franzied coinbatants " wars
of the Lord," ivere ahinost as bitter, as exluausting, and even more inter-
minable tbau the clashu of armns. And, indccd, the task ivas tremendous,
fuil of difficulty, demanding the utunost, of îvisdonm and skill, to separate
Bible truth frorn Romnishi error, with wluiclu for more than a millennium, it
haa become ;vorse ani '%vorse intermingled. The trouble e\tendedl to ai
matters of both belief and practice. The reformers of necessity resprted
te the Scriptures anew and investigated for themselves. The liuman mind
and conscience now just set free from age-long and gallingr tyranny, of
course wcre altogeother unused to untrainelled exercise, and so not strangrely
tuey ran riot sonietimes, and wvent to the other extreme o? liceuse. lawvless-
nes, anarchv. Serts sprang up by tlic score, ail manner o? hobbies got
upon their feet and perfornîied their anties before higli he4iven. While some

o %l bigtecsthage psible to religious beliefs and customns,
others would rcject to the ntniost, and thus be as unliko as possible to the
harlot of the Seven His1 But the niost temperate and conservative were
comnpelled to fashion freshi crceds and church forms. And, should cecesi-
astical rule be monarchie or aristocratie, as aforetimie, or democratie rather ?
And the confession, slîould it be of the Augsbuig pattern, or of the H3el-
vetie, or the Gallic, or the Belgie ? Wlihiias verily nearest te God's
Word, the Hleidelberg, the Westminster, the Thirty-nine Articles, or the
Savoy ? The spirit o? war filled the air, fighting was the chie? business in
ail realuns, and hience Luther .vas hot against Zwingli, and both against
Calvin, ana ail tarce coula by no mens in the Iat tolerate t'ho heresies
of Servetus, Arminins, and the rest. In Eugaland for longc it was not only
Protestant always against Cathuolie, but also war to the knifé betveen the
Established Churclu and Presbyterians, aind Purit'ans, and Independents, and
Baptists, and Quakers, etc. Nor, indeed, ini the nature of thiugs, could it
be any lighit inatter, a short and simple process, to escape altogether froni
the intellectual and mioral night of the Park Ages, to return. fully to the
trutlî as it is in Jesus., or for Protestantisrn to corne thoroughly te it.self, to a
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