
niaterial, tien, eut cf whvli Mulhaml-
und madle Islami?

TIIE i'iE.-ISLAbIIC ARAB.
No estilliate cf 31tluunilniadantisntl

is complote thiat does neot include ail
analysis of the pre-Muluanimadan
Arab and Iiis Mines. \o eari scarcely
say "pre-Islantiie Ai-ab," for "IIs-
lai»i" and "Mluslirn" hotu auttedatte
the prophiet Muhammxad. Yet tluis
historie teclîuîicality being cxplaiiicd
ive shial i speak cf muhiainadanisin
as Islami.

Vie civilization cf the Arzabiani
peiuinsula, iii the nidst of wvluiclu 3u-
hanmmad tvas hemn, wvas unique. The
nomadie Ar-ab liad fcw and simple
wvants. lie fed on niilk anid dates
and iialf-raw flesli, wvrapped biis per-
son in a long slieet, and drove in the
eartit the pegs attaclicd to whicli
-%Vas the coarse canvas th-at conisti-
tutcd Iiis only home. Cattle and
canicîs and slaves were luis precicus
thiigs. lis more settled lh!- ecoi-
prehcendcd tillage aUld trado; but
wlietlier in tent or town the national
ebaracteristies wvore thoe sanie.

Frugal of food, risiigý - while
birds reposcd -itlini thocir inosts," hoe
neyer failcd of hiospitality, and liad a
curse for Iiîn-sel f i f lie gave " lbark-
fleur" bread wvhie tvhoat tras in
store. Kindiiess te nieiglubors, suc-
cor to priso&acrs aid aid te the lielp-
lcss were te ho accorded hefore thley
couldibe solicited. Clean clothes, per-
funied shees, and liair scented with
unusk addcd te bus persouial attrac-
tiens, tyhile cicquence, hiumer and
ivit %vere always inedifiod witli for-
bearance. His hreasipmust.
indicate a chi1liood apprenticcslîip,
anud bis bravcry he testeod witli the
Woelf. PoCtr& wvas the vernacular of
bis daily life.Iinsi blligy
licentious, his verse was correspond-
ingly immoral. lie,,urtiiiblc ai. fav-
enite mrots, aud sang nnd danceci
wvitlî fern;3le slaves. lic robbcd %vithi-
ount nisgiving-, and xnurdered withi-
out reunorse. Ile told his fortune by
divination, used sunial) stonles for
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charmis, and sacriflced a pled-ed
shicep on1 the fultillnlienit of his de-
sires. J3lood for blood wvas biis m-ieas-
tire of j Lustice, and his national code
of lionor wva'îld tiot -allow 1dmi- to
coînpounid with a, murdfferer witlîout;
becoiuing an object of contempt. Re
loved lis caniiel and his hiorse, and
set the oc f ree on thc occurrence of
various events, and raced with aiid
but on thte ottier. Vie only trace of
cruietty toecitiier Nwas luis cuistemi of
tying a caniel to, the tonib of a de-
ceased friend -and sultering it te
starve to death. War wouldl arise
ont trivial cause. WVornen silouted
-%varriors on in the f ray, refusing te
bc wvives if tlîey flinchied before the
foc.

Wood, Yaghioos, Yaook, and etiier
idols hiealed thieir siclc, reîuoved tuie
pestilence, sustaitied tlîcir -encra-
tionls and rcceivcd the peoplc's adora-
tion as thley kissed tieir imi-ages,
inarchced romnd thein, or prostrated
theîuîselves before tiienii, satcrificed
the canui, or clfcrcd the first-born o!
their llecks, and thie first fruits of
thieir fields, at thecir shirincs.

Soine %vere Sabeans, orhpg
the hietvclv bodies and dIedicatiing
pagt-odits to deiIcd planets and fixed
stars. Setii atîd Euiochi wvre thecir
prop)hcts. They praycd seven tinies
a day te avert the nlialignant and to
secure thc propitieus powecr cf the
stars.

Soie Werc atheists, to, whemon the
exý-istcîîce cf mn was Precisely sinui-
lar te tha-«t cf plant or other animal.
Othiers; -vere estholding te, no
revclationt but what tvas afrordcd ini
rock or river. Sonie revereinccd the
xiiba, and built, imiitationis cf it.
AUi verc superstitious. Tie air was
the seul, aud blood the breatli; or
the soul wzts ail animalcule enterin-
tic body ai. birth and cxpanidinig tilt
dIcath, Nt'llwî ut sçi-eechied arouiid the
gerave tilt ut wvas as bi ais ain owl.
Douions and evil spirits, gocd atid
badl -effi, soute hal ! body, hialf spirit,
lhautctd des5cruiffu rivers in fautas-
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