WP YA NI 40 Y bt iy BN B L

1888.] IN MEMORIAM: REV. ROYAL GOULD WILDER, 9

Christ; and believing that God had wrought in him the new creation,
he enjoyed a quiet assurance seldom disturbed by doubts.

He studied by night by the light of pine knots, and worked by day
to get the pine knots for his fire and the books for his study, until he
entered Middlebury College in his twentieth year.

‘When he left home, his capital in life was less than ten doHars, most
of which he had saved, and a dollar of which his mother gave him the
morning he left home for college. e wulked the entire distance,
working his way over the like by helping in the loading and unloading
of the boat, and going barefoot part of the way to save his shoes. The
same habits of frugality and economy and bodily exertion followed
him through life.

From first to Jast he was a patient plodder. So desirous was he of a
training for a useful life that he was willing to work from five o’clock in
the morning till breakiast, and from noon till school again opened; that
he might pay his board, cutting hay in sunmer, and splitting wood in
winter, to carn the right to be a full-grown and well-equipped man. In
college it was the hand on the axe-handle and the bell-rope that helped
him through. When he was gradunated in 1839 he had worked his pas-
sage; but he had won deserved honors, for, with his classmate, Foote, he
stood—they two at the head of the class, and, strangely enough, they
two had been born on th same day.

When he turned from the flattering prospects of a high position at
home to spend his life among the pagans of Asia, he left a path that
might have led him where one of his schoolmates, Mr. Wheeler, after-
ward came—to the Vice-Presidency of the nation. TFoote, his twin
honor-man, said to him: < Wilder, why bury yourself among the
heathen?” Mr. Wilder was singularly attached to Mr. Foote, and for
years they corresponded. Foote rose rapidly in his profession; very
successful as a lawyer, he amassed wealth, and married a woman of
unusual beanty. But death, in the midst of his prosperity, smote wife
and daughter, and poor Foote blew out his own brains!

Mr. Wilder taught in Mississippi and Vermont; and then went to
Andover for a theological course.  Thers he found a missionary band,
like the famous ¢ Haystack band™ of Williams, with the same constitu-
tion and covenant. Only twelve belonged fo it, and even the professors
secmed to feel little intevest in it, but Royal Wilder became a member,
heard Dr. Grant of Persia »nd Dr. Scudder of India. and others,
speak on the great nceds of u lost world, and so the missionary was
preparing and maturing for Iils work.  Here he had his first and last
period of donbis about the Divinity of Christ.  They were ineident to
the transition period when the mind was budding into full independ-
ence.  Henceforth he was to feel too much of the Divinelife of Christin
himself and seetoomuch of the Divine power of Christ inothers, to doubt
that He was the Son of God. e was graduated from .Andover in 1845,



