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THE ACADIA ATHENEUM.
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ful book takes possession of his audience.

« Art is long and time is fleeting,” and.
men have not timo to listen to prattle
which ¢an just as well be omitted. Our
speeches. as well as our actions should be
rerrulated by this one fact—* Tune is
Sh()l‘

One general rule has been laid down to
be observed by all, which is this, ¢ That
men should not talk to please themselves,
but those that hear.,” This would create
a desire to present one’s. hearers  all the
knowledge available, which would necessi-
tate the most careful preparation, and also
to:suit bis remarks to circumstances.

A.

DIGNITY.
Dignity is a growth. It isnot named by
Milton in the list of sudden creations. Al
though:

“ From his mould
Behemoth, bxg gest born of earth, upheav’d
His vastness,”

and beasts and birds, ﬁshcs, grubs and -in-
sects sprang -iuto being; dignity, Vaster
than the vastest, grander than the grandest,
was produced not so. As it was in the be-
ginning, ie now, and shall be subsequently,
dignity increases by successive differentia-
tions from the infinitely little to the infinite-
ly much. This growth is the result of
internal agitations and cxternal aggrega-
tions, the elemental variables being inter-
dependent.

Digaity is not always a growth. The
rule has exceptiens—like rules of Greek
a¢eidence. The dignity of an cwlis nota
growth. It is a birth, instantancous,
magical. The owl has more dignity thana
hotel cferk—aund less impudence. [N. B.
—Dignity and impudence are not-twin
brothers. ]

The diguity which grows—and we have
explained that that includes all digaity ex-
cept what is had by owls and owlish men,
—requires food, though not always of the
material sort. This food varies infinitely.
The man who becomes suddenly rich, or

who by plodding vecomes ricli, or has al-
ways been rich, or expeets when his vener-
able grandmother dies to become rich,
commonly has dignity of the hanghty, over-
bearing kind.  Such persons may lack good
looks, and amiability, and education, and
common sense; but they have dignity.
Education produces dignity.  Freshmen
have it measurably.  Sophomores and
Juviors have more; while the meekest
Senior is ammeasurably dignified. By this
quality you can easily recognize a Senior
or a young mian mcuntly graduated. 'i'here
is an aiv of couscious superiority and dig-
nity which is very touching. As the school
lore is gradually forgotten the dignity sub-
sides, and a man ten years out of college
is almost as human as other folks, ceteris
paribis.  Oftice, whether petty or princely,
nourishes dignity. It makes no difference
whether a man is premier or postmaster,
councillor or constable, dignity is worn as
a badge of office.

In its youth dignity is tender.  Its sen-
sitiveness causes the owner thereof pain.
A young man or woman rarely wears large
dignity without getting it hurt.  Slight
breaths of imagined contempt or insull
seem hurricanes in their effect upon it.
Lut as time passes the tender dignity
grows tough and hardy.
man of mature years, ifhe is as regpectable
as he is  dignificd, rarely sufters pain as to
kis dignity.

Digunity on u young man often fits like
Saul’s armor on IDavid; the wearer rattles
about in his shell of dignity like a small
dry pea in a large dry pod.

We often hear the expression, « He got
on his dignity.”  There is a popular mis-
conception of the meaning of these words.
A man who is “on his dignity,” is not
wearing bis dignity conspicuously. He has
dung it off, dashed it to the earth (orfloor),
and is standing wpon it.  He is therefore
on his dignity. This explanation will com-
wend itself to the good sense of all who
have seen a man on his dignity; for a
more undignified sight is rarely scen.

This is why .
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