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ence is, the Church, in the pontificate of
Paul V., stepped in, and, by the mouth of
the holy Congregation of the Index, deliv-
ered, on March 5, t616, the following de-
cree

And whereas it hath also come to the know-
ledge of the said Holy Congregation that the
JSalse Pythagorean doctrine of the mobilily of
the earth and the immobility of the sun,entirely
opposed to Holy Writ, which is laught by
Nickolas Copernicus, is now published abroad
and recetved by many—in order that this ques-
tion may not further spread, to the damage of
Catholic truth, it is ordered that this and all
other books teaching the like doctrine be sus-
pended, and by this decree they are suspended,
Jorbidden, and condemned.

Though often quoted, I thought the never-
dying flavour of this celebrated decree would
not be disagreeable to some of my readers.
It is pleasant to be able to say that the very
doctrine here pronounced “false,” “‘opposed
to Holy Writ,” and *“ damaging to Catholic
truth,” Science has persuaded even Mon-
signor Capel to accept.

But it is « constant Zendency rather than a
single fact which is chiefly important here,
and a few jottings will show with sufficient
plainness what this tendency has ever been.
The fate of Giordano Bruno is referred to in
my Belfast Address. For a further reference
to him I would direct the reader to a brief
passage in the Appendix to the same. The
case of Galileo is also touched upon ; and
to this it may be added here that he died
the prisoner of the Inquisition, which, true
to its instincts, followed him beyond the
grave, disputing his right to make a will,
and denying him burial in consecrated
ground.*

Again, the famous Academia del Cimento
was established at Florence in 1657, and
held its meetings in the ducal palace. It
lasted ten years, and was then suppressed at
the instance of the Papal Government. As
an equivalent, the brother of the grand-duke
was made a cardinal. The Jesuits were less
successful in Bavaria in 1759 ; for they did
their best, but vainly, to prevent the found-
ing of the Academy of Sciences in Munich.
Their waning power was indicated by this
fact, and in 1773 Pope Clement XIV. dis-
solved the order. .The decree was to be
“irrevocable ;” the Society of Jesus was
*“never to be restored ; ” still, in 1814, an in-

* Draper, * Trial of Galileo.”

fallible follower of Clement, Pope Pius VII.,
undid the work of his equally infallible pre-
decessor, and revoked his decree.

But why go back to r456 ? Far be it from
me to charge by-gone sins upon Monsignor
Capel’s Church, were it not for her practices
to-day. The most applauded dogmatist of
the Jesuits is, I am informed, Perrone.
Thirty editions of a work of his have been
scattered abroad in all lands by a society to
which he belongs. His notions of physical
astronomy are quite in accordance with
those of 1456. He teaches boldly that
“ God does not rule by universal law .
that when God [obviously a Big Man] orders
a given planet to stand still He does not de-
tract from any law passed by Himself, but
orders that planet to move round the sun
for such and such a time, then to stand still,
and then again to move, as His pleasure
may be.” Jesuitism proscribed Frohscham-
mer for questioning its favourite dogma that
every human soul was created by a direct
supernatural act of God, and for asserting
that man, body and soul, came from his
parents. This is the society that now strives
for universal power ; it is from it, as Mon-
signor Capel graciously informs us, that we
are to learn what is allowable in science and
and what 1s not !

In the face of such facts, which might be
multiplied at will, it requires extraordinary
bravery of mind, or a reliance upon public
ignorance almost as extraordinary, to make
the claims made by Monsignor Capel for his
Church.

A German author, speaking of one who
has had bitter experience in this line, de-
scribes those Catholic writers who refuse to
submit to the Congregation of the Index as
outlawed ; fair subjects for moral assassina-
tion ¥ This is very strong ; but still, judg-
ing from my own small experience, not too
strong. In reference to this point I would
ask indulgence for a brief personal allusion
here. It will serve a two-fold obiect, one of
which will be manifest, the other being re-
served for possible future reference. Sprung

% Sce the case of Frohschammer as sketched by a
friend in the Preface to *‘ Christenthum und dic
moderne Wissenschaft.” His enemies contrived to
take his bread, in great part, away, but they failed
to subdue him, and not even the Pope’s nuncio
could prevent five hundred students of the Univer-
ts'ity of Munich from signing an address to their Pro-
essor.



