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AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR APRIL.

The month of April has, throughout, been
the most favourable we have ever seen in Ca.
tinda for executing spribg work, and as the fall
was suitable for ploughing up to the énd of No-,
vember; farmers may have most of their grain
sown.now with:the exception of wheat, which

-it-would be znsdfe to sow before the 20th-of]
May, though, wé believe, many have sown it
alteady. ‘The grass does not appear to have
suffered any injury by frost this spring, notwith-
standing that it was deprived.of its covering of
snow at'a more éarly pesiod than usual. The
water produced by the thawing of the snow did
not remain long upon the land, or become

* frozen "upon the surface, and this,:we believe,
preserved the grass‘from injury. We hdve not
at opfortunity of reporting the state of 'fall-
sown, wheat, as' we did not see any this spring.
We would suppose that-Jast winter would have
béen very favourablefor fall-sown wheat, as the
soow covérell the land to a good depth from the
15t. of December to ‘the latter end of March,
and from that period we have not had any se-
‘vére:frost to-injure young wheat plants. We
‘hgpe* that firmeis have aviiled' thiemselves of]
:the favourdble. opportunity’ for sowing their
-oats, ‘barley, pease, beaus, and potatoes, and
‘have only the wheat-to sow when the proper
‘time-arrives for sowing it.  The Jaund was very
«dry the laitér end of April; but’ the delightful
rain we'had'on thelast day of the month’ pro-
‘duced & most benéficial change in the grassand
«crops in ground.

It is necessary that great caution should be
observed thisspring in the selection of potatoes
fot .planting.  Potatoes of a moderate size,
planted whole, will, we believe, prove to be best
for planting ; -and we would recommend that nop’
freshanure should be applied.” New or g'i‘a{s
dand will be less liable 16 prodice a diseaséd’
‘crop than ‘1and-'that hes been long in tillage.
Weé have stén 'many-attempts to acéoirnt for the
potato disease, but.not ope that was satisfactory
‘to-us..  Ldstryear, as'we already stated, our po-
tatoes had scarcély-ady rotjand up to tlie péried
.of -securing them. for the. winter, (which was
about the 1st November) we hiad apt lost $is
busliels-out of.three.acres:  We then. placeq.ghé'

_wwholg.c¢rop;-except about forty bushéli Kejt for
winter use, in-a.long pit, cut into a sand-bink,
where-wehad kept themi‘the Dprévious year per-
feétly dafe. O opening thib'pit about the® Ist

of April, the. _po't'afoes were safe, ex'éép't a very
few.  We had'a few bags taken out of them,
and allowed  the remainder to remajn in the pit,
as tlie safest place to keéep them for seed. Ou
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exdiminibg them again about the 21st of April,
wé found that nearly the whole had, become dis-
eased and ugeless, not ten bushéls being safe. pl’
tlil)s;é,“{e‘_pad kept in the gellar, very few be-
‘came u!i}sogmd : a!l were made use:of. The po-
tatoes in the pit appear to have kept safe, until
the _aj'g’:’ yas let in upon. them when opened.
Whe these polatoes were stored, we never had
better, .b'btf)"i;i, aﬁgg;;rqncq an’d for use, and,
fotwithstanding, tliev have now been destroyed
by the disease. . Our own opipioti‘i,s,‘tiha} ‘we
have changed the natiiral qualities of the pota-~
toes by our inode of .cultivation.of them, and
brought a diséase upou_them in consequence,
and that'they, are now liable to jt fu every situa-
tion, and uidér every 'circumstance. T,l;e
smaller and harder the potato, the less liable
they are to the rot.  We found that what are
Knotn a$ the cup-potato were less affected than
any other, but we candot say that this is gene-
rally the case.. Unlessit is.the will of Brovidence
to'remove this plague, it will have a great influ-
ence on' the’fond of man, the potato was in so
génerdl usé. There are substitutes that may be
introduced, but we know of none 1o equal the
potato as a vegetable root. Experiments, and
‘fartier experierice, may discover a- remedy to
check prcure fhe disease, but nothing likely to
he effectual has,yet been, suggested by any..of
‘our learned professors, who.have. written or- lec-
tured 00 the st¥ject. Indeed, we think it very
probable, that potatoes cannot again be suceesse
fully cultivated in such vast quantities, but that
we shall have to raise a few in gardens, as when
théy were first-introduced from South America.
Tlie diséase, we are’ cohvinged, is the same as
hgt which attacked ' the seed after -planting,
whichi was known as the dry rot, aud .has.now
been. going on. increasing:several years; we-be-
lieve since 1832, thé year the cholera first ap-
pearéd'in the British Isles. Carrots, parsuips,
turnips, and some other roots may be .raised
here.in perfection;-and will:in some degree, be
Astbstitaté for potatoes.  We would recommend
'that thésé roofs be cultivated this year by eveiy
farmier, . The loss of a crop of potatges is so
great to a-farmer, that it is not ywell to risk. tke
Toss to any great extent. If we shall not be
#h1é fo grow them, it will make a considerable




