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; ON DRINKING USAGES
"s SOURCE?® OF INTEMPERANCE, WITH SUGGESTIONS AS TC
THE PROPER MEANS OF HAVING THEM DISCONTINUED.

! mittee of the Fiee Presbytery of Paisley.
i A diinking u-age may be defined—any
toxicating liqnor, which custom or etigquettc his sanctioned |
and which is thereby interwoven with the habits, transac- !
tions, and coartesies of life. This definition includes what
have been called ¢ demi-usages.”” It is, however, in our
- appre’iension sufficiently accurate.  What it wantsin per-
spicuity, the reader’s observation and experience will eadily
supply.
" So numerous are the drinkiny customs of Scotland, that
* with our natrow limits we must have recantse to ¢reat con-
densation to zive even a birdN-eve view of themn, In fur-
* therence of this, we will adept the followinz el ~sitication:
Ist. Drinking nsages connected with particulsr trades.
Each occapation has its own well u lerstood deinkinz cus-
‘ toms. A cottonspinner, on heinx provided with 2 puir of new
wheels is charged 5. for drink-money, which is aug.nernted
by a small contribution framn his fellow-workmen, and all ex-
pended in one merry mectinr.  Again, when the <pinner!
gets a new belt for his wheel-, or appears at his work with a
new dress, he must treat his flat-mate~ to a few quarts of ate.
Farther, if he allow 21 summers to pass over his head with-
out getting married, he <ubjects himself to a fine of five.
shillings, which is annually payable ever after till he give
suhstantial proof of hie dislike of sinele blessediiess. Nav,:
even when lie Joes marry, he must melt a crown in whisky
to enahle his companions to keep the marriave fesst.  Every .
addition to his family costs him so much. I a son is born,
8s. must be paid, and if a daughter, 3. 64.—Turn we now'
to the moulders.  An apprentice is fined 5s. of entry-money, :
to he disposed of in drink by the workmen. On the expiry |

of his apprenticeship he is find 10s, 6.0. for the same unworthy ;
purpose. At his marriage he ha< to pay 5s., at the birth of!
a son 3s. 6d., and at the birth of a danzhter 2s. 6d., to be |
l: epent in intoxicating drinks. On leaving for another situa-!
tion, he must give a parting treat, and on commencing la-
bour among his new-fellowe, he must propitiate their favour'
with at least one hottle of the hest whisky.— A collier on wo-
. ing to a new pit, pavs 5s. of entry-money, to which each of
the pitmen adds asixpence. On being rreeled, that is, mar-
ried, he is fined 5., which ig increased bv the addition of
sixpence a-piece by his fellow-miners. The birth of each
child costs him 2s. When a new pit is opened, the owner
allows the miners 20s., often more to drink toils future suc-
cess, and when work is resumed aftera strike, a similar sum
is allowed them. Joiners, carpenters, masons, bricklayers,
weavers, hatters, and all other trades, as far as we can learn.
have also certain usazes. Our information has beenderived |
from individuals who for years submitted to these domora-(
lizing customs. We are glad, however, to learn, that in se-}

observation applies to collieries. Still it is to he lamented
that fines among the different trades very eenerally prevail,
and that not in a few places they are levied with as much
punctuality as the assessed taxes. Woe be to the workman
who dares to infiinge the rales of the shop, the pit, or the
factory. He is instantly excluded from the fellowship of
the others. An exemplary power-loom weaver told his mi-

pair of new shoes, hig fellow-workmen never opencd their
lips to him for a whole year.

2d. Business drinking usazes.—Many commercial travel-
lers are in the hahit of adjourning to the tavern with
their customers, and of transacting their business over the
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veral factories and workshops many of them are on the de-|
cline, and that in others thev are almost obsolete. The same:

the sale with & couple of gills, Onselling their cattle, they
must give @ lucky-penny, part of which goes for whisky.
When corn 1s rouped, drink is plentitully distributed to all

-who choose to attend, by means of which a spirited compe-

tition is kept up, muchto the =dvantage of the seller.  Few
sales, in short, are eifected without drink.  We are aware
the most respectable merchants have nearly discontinued its
Stilly as every man at all
acquainted with the woild knows, it is very conmonly used
in the way now mentioned.  Wet Bargains are the otder of
the day. In doing the mast tiiflin « inatter, there is always
someth nx done for the good of the public-tiouse. An indus-
trios man on heing asked what he paid for the killing of his
pig, re tred without hesitation, « just a shilling end @ gul.”
3d. Diinking usazes connected with public events.—
When a prince is born, a kinz ciowned or marsied, all the
conduits 1un wine, and the giass goes merrily tound. Grave
magis'tates, and veuerable ministers, vie w.th each other in
quaffinz the ovetflowing bumper.  Similac rejoicings take
place when a great victory is achieved, or some popniar law
nacted : as also, though on a smalier scale, when some aus-
picibus event befalls a noble honse, when an M.P. is elec-
ted, or when some distinguished stranger honours our land
Vit A vistt.

4 h. liotiday drinking usages.—At the new-year, first-

footinz is in some places common. Every man, whether his

debts be paid or not, must have hi< bottle, which he carries
about from house {0 house, both givinz and taking freely.
The tasting hegins on new-year’s day, fully earlier than the
hour of prayer, and lasts with many for 2 whoie week.
Balls, dinners, and tea-parties, where liquoris liberally sup-
plied, are very prevalent at this time. Lverv visitant on
this high-holiday must of course be offered a dram. Any-
thin short of tnis would be both uncivil and unlucky. The
smitten swain at this joyous seasun must treat his sweetheart
to a little drop of the mountain-dew. All the loving mem-

I'brs of the scattered family convened benecath the ancient

roof-trees, and happy in each other’s society, must make
themselves still happier by drinking of healths and deep po-
tations. Lven those whom intemperance has fairly wreck-

| edy must pawn their only shirt, that, as the ballad says, they

«may keep their spirits ap, by pouring spirits down.>> What
happens nationally on the firt dzy of January ia but a ram-
ple of what locaily transpires on any local holiday. Fairs
and races are jolly festive occasione.

5th. Pay drinking usages.—Workmen who continue their
operations beyond regular hours, otten receive a supply of
spitits.  Seamen get their grog daily as a part ot their
wages. \Washerwomen are regaled with two, often three,
wlasses per day. Tailors in country houses are seldom paid
their wages, especially if they have made a good fit, with-
out beine offered a glass, to which, in general, they do am-
ple justice, &c.

6th. Micellaneous drinking usages.—In many places
there is a service at funerals.” Reapers at harvest home are
freely treated with ardent spirite, Females are offered
whisky at markets, sacraments, &c. Women often assemble
at each other’ houses for a caronsal, and when they do get
on the tipple, they are not casily restored to their sober
enses. Not long ago, in visiting a house, we were informed
by the husband that his wife had a few boon associates with
whom she drank for whole days, and that he had not seen
her for the last twentv-four hours. Drivers of public con-
veyances swallow their caulker at almost every stage. All

vister the other day, that in refusing the usual fine for a kindsofl liquors are freely used at our s cial entertainments,

The evening cannot be whiled away withou! them. If the
decanters are not forthcoming when a friend calls, the recep-
tion is regarded as somewhat cold and dry. But our space
hids us stop. Of drinking customs it may be traly said,
Their name is legion, for they are many. They possessthe

gill-stoup. Farmers in disposing of their produce must ratify

privilege of entering every ahode, and of presiding on all




