CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

wretchedness, and disgiace; an evil which countoracts religious
impressions, and disqualifics millions for tho enjoyment of roligion
and heaven, and prepares them for a world of unmitigated
misery. And shall the church gravely doliberate whether sho
ought to etand with her arms folded, and witness tho dovastation
of this dislrudtive ongine of iniquity, without. moving hor hand or
her tongue against it T Can the church of Grod tolerate with seen-
ing indifferonce an acknowledgod ovil—a practico which noithor
etionce nor the Bible cun justify? Can she stand an idle spocta-
tor, when from our hospitals, ponitentiaries, lunatic, asylums,
joile, the gallows, and from tho wives and widows of bachanalian
husbands, and neglected childron, there arises one unanimous
voico to drive from the carth this pestilonco, which hos brought
upon them all their misery and sufferings?  Agoin, dogs it spoak
woll for the glory and honour of the church of Christ, which was
designed to be the salt of tho carth and tho light of the world, to
tolerate that which tends to utter corruption, and that whilo}the
world is employing its energics to destroy this agent of destruction,
the church should nourish the viper in her own bossom, or at lonst
give it a retreat in her own houso? Is it a star in the crown of
the church, the repository of purity and piety, to remain silent and
inactive until civil society pronounces the drinking usages as
abominable and unbecoming an enlightened and Christian com-
munity, before sho dare o pronounce it sinful, or treat it as an
offence?

W cannot repress our fears that the success of the tomperance
reform will not be rvealized unless the churches como to the aid of
temperance societies,,adopt their principles, and assist in carrying
out their moasures. And what have these socictics to expect froin
the church by what can be discovered win her disposition to aid
them at the present time? A gloomy gloomy response—noth.
mg!! But we do not believe the time very distant when truth
will triumph, and the church ariso in her ecclesiastical capacity,

and-advocate thoes very principles which sheis new s very relue-
tant to mzpport, and assist in carrying out the principles of the
temperance reform, till drunkeness and its evils ghall be numbered
among things that werc.

W. C. Munson.

Lancastkr, August 9, 1845,

A PROVINCIAL AGSOCIATION,

-1 will not assume the province of dictating to the friends of the
temperance reformation, but will take the liberty of presenting a
few suggesiions respecting the organization of a Provincial union.
All ptraons, irrespective of sect or party, who are friendly to the
total abstinence cause, should avail themselves of the first oppor.
tunity to endorse the pledge, and originate temperance societies
where there aro no such institutiens in operrlion. Local socictics
should be catablighed and sustained in every settlement, village,
town, and city. These local societivs should have regular com.
mittes moetings, and monthly mootings, and annual meetings;
.and with such auxiliaries as female and juvenile socictics, com.
bine and concentrate their labour, influence, and means, by unit.
ing in township associations, to be managed by an executive com.
mitteo, sclected by the delegates appointed by the local societies.
The township associations should meet quartezly in some central
and commedious placs, and if poseible tho eervices of good singers
and officient speakors ehould be secured at such meetings, as an
inducement for individuals to attend from all parts of the town.
ship. The differont township societies should unite in district
anions, to be managed by an executive committee, to be selected
by the dslegates appointed by the township sucietics at their quar-
terly meetings, ‘T'he district uniona should megt semi.annuglly,
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at such time and place as tho convention inay please to appoint.

On such occasions no ronsonnblo oxurtions and oxpenss should be

spared to got up mass moetings, comporting with tho dignity and
importance of the oceasion. The district unions should combine
the oxortions, influence, and capital of al! tho pledged toototnlors
in the Provinee m a Provincial Association, to bo maneged by an

exccutive committco to be solected by tho delegates appointed by
tho district unions at their somi.annual meetings.  The Provincial
union shotld meot annually at such time and placo ns tho Con.
vention \noy deom proper toappoint. At the annual mesctings of
the Provincial Association, tacro should bo a magnificont demon-
straticn, and the best cfforts of (ho most eloquent and colebrated
advocates of the cause should bo obtained. Whoen the contem.
plated union is consummated, immodiute arrangomonts ghould be
made to omploy ut least one competent lecturer m cach district,
and a Provincial agont to visit cvery district union as often ae
once a year. The Provincial union should appoint an editor to
conduct the Canudu Temperance Advocate—mako tho capital of
Canada® the metropolis of the temperance causo—have a book-
room under its supervision, and funds at its command to pay for
the writing and publishing of prizocssays. Thia is not an imprac .
ticable scheme~—funds for the accomplishment of this great and

important work may be obtaiicd by legacies, donations, contri-
butions, and annual subsoriptions. Let compatent porsons be fur-
nished with plenge books, call puolic meetings, and after appro-
priats addressos, escertain how many porsons presont will agroa
to contribute one pound per unnum to sustain the causc~—~then
how many wili give ten shillings—then how many five shillings—
then how many two shillings and sixpence—then how many cne
and threepenco—then how many sixpenco—then how many one
penny a year to promoto the temperance reform. The money
thus raised, with an annual collection to bo madein every society,
and the proceeds of soirces and festivals, with tho profits arising
from the sale of publications, added to the donations and logacies,
wiiild, in thy hamblo opinion, amply sustain tho causs. Another
mothod of procuring tunds, und a very good one, is to appoint
collectors in overy socioty, to eolicit subscriptions from those
members who are able and willing to contributo. If every pledged
teetotaler in the Prosincs paid one ehilling per annum, the hand.
some sum of soven thousard five hundred pounds would be
realised, and this amount would amply sustain the moral ma.
chinery which might be put in operation for the suppression of in.
temperance, providing the publication office and book concern met
with only ordinary patronage. If we wish to give momentum to
the principles of the pledge, and render permanent our cfforts to
soberize society, we must hit upon energetic and systematic plans
of operation. Lass than half the above.mentioned sum would sup.
port a lecturer in each district in the Province, and furnish every
individual in the calony with & temperance truct, and loave somo-
thing in the treasury towards purchasing a tent for each district
union. Let the day on which the Provincial Society is osganised
be the commenc t of special, and uncoasing, and uniform, and
systematised effort in Canada. We can revolutionise the country
in a short timne, if we work ae though all depended on ourselves,
and pray as though all depended upon God. Weo must fluod our
Iand with potitions, and call upon our magietrates and legislators
to withdraw legal sanction from the traffic. We must direct the
artillery of truth from the press, the platform, and the pulpit,
against the disgusting vice of drunkennese.  'We must endeavour
to send a copy of the Temperance Advocate to every family, and
this can be done without much sacrifice of time or money, if half
of our friends perform helf their duty.—G. W. Buveay.

* On soms future occanion § will endeavour to show why Montieal should
be tho capital of the temvperance caues in Ganada.



