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sien ta the regiaons of immortai existence, anti ta
formn tlîem to a character prepared for tîteir ever-
listing possession. Justly thoen, îîîay tlîey in joli-
itation of an apostle, nîagnify tîteir office.

The respect aitd esteem wlîîclî tîte npostles re-
quire 4or sucli as hld tItis sacreil office, is af a pe.
culiar natare.-Esteem tlîen veryj Iiguly in Zovefor
théei vorks sake. 'rTerernayle reasotito dosa on
other graundis. Tiîey inay be nien of deep anti
varieti learning, af extenisive kîîowledge, of enter-
taining conversation, of amiable niautuers, ai' im-
pressive eloquence. Bot diurne qualities liowever
estimable, tue possession of thetu is in a large de-
grec' aniy accidentei ta, the ministerial character;
andi they are not the qualities on whlich tîto re-
spect of a. chîristian, people ouglît mainly ta
test. In selecting lus instruments for the conver-
sion o? men, Goti lias often cliosen the foolisît
thinga of the world ta confaunti the %vise ; anti
God bath chosen the weak things of the world ta
confound the things wlîich are mighty, andi bare
thing«s o? the world, andi thtîngus wlîîchî are despiseti,
hath God cîtasen, yea andti tigs wliiclt are flot to
bring ta nought tlîings tîtat arc . thtat no flesli
ehaulti glory in lus presence." Andi as if tu hum-
bie the pride of man, ever prone te rest toc, inuict
on his owa power, anti attainiments, andi ta teach
that success is front God uflone, it lias of ten beeti
observeti that mon o? tlîe finest talents and acquire.
mente andi Most distinguislied repîttatian, have la.
boureti without any visible succcss-witiiaut any
addition ta, titeir chîurclîes, anti have gone dawn
ta the grrave without leavingm a vestige ai' tîeir
usefuluess boltint themn; %vltile allers in tlic samne
neighîbourlîood, ai' far meanor abuities, anti littie
esteemeti by the coriaus and the critical, have
been honoureti in bringing multitudes into Clîris'u
folti-in givingr a harmony andi permanence ta the
congrregations whicli they formet ; anti Jougr after
they have ceaseti fram thteir labours, the trees of'
righteousness whîich tlîey baiad been instrumenttal
in plantiug, blossatacti anti bore fruit for the Mias-
ter of the vineyard, andi for the ref'reshntent ar tue
warld. Lot it not t!îen be buppoed that the es-
teem here ciaimeti from a cliristian people for the
sacreti fonction, is fotindeti an titat mental supe
riority whîich many investeti with it tinquestionabv
possess. It reste upon a lîîglîer, a puirer, anti less
disputable foutidatîoîî-simply on tlîis, tîtat ini the
providence of Gati the visible chuicli, by the sane
tian oits divine Hlead, Jbath solemnly set tlîeîî
apart, anti ordainet dm amoîig mcii for the work
of' the ministry. By virzutu ai' this sohltfln investi
turc they become ca-workers tagether wvith Goti,
in the achievenient o? man's rede:nption. WVlat-
sacrer thîcy do in their official capacity, being con

necteti with the sauls or' men, must be considereti
a work destineti for iinnrtality-tîey builti up-
ou the sure foundation ant iimperishable struc-
ttre, "landi they tltat be wise shah 'shiuie as tlta
briglîtuess of thte firmnamenît, andi tltey that turîl
inany ta riglîtcausiîess as the stars for ever andi
ever."

Connecteti even wvîtI the intercsts aof a preqent
%vorld, tîtere is snîetlîing ini the ministcriol ftune-
tion winîch wviIl natuirally coniandl the esteeam of
ali wh'lo value the excellencios of the nîind andi
lieart as tlic nobiest possession, anti the ittîprovu'.
ment oi'society in lcowledge andi virhue wi then
inost patriotic enterprise ; andi for thp prnmntion of
thîcse alone hî-is the chiristiati îninistry bren ordaiti.

'Unhappily the records aof the past tearli tîtat a
pricsthiond caliinitscii' christianit, iay bc only a.
comibination of' mn licagiieti togother for tlie am-
graudizement o." tîteir order, and for oîwh:îiîi-
ing mankiind in spitituial bandare ; andi nriUng
froînt his melanctioly Çact, there la a prevalent sus-
picion of sdliiiess aud amtbition resting tîpon
pricstly confed'eratîins. Bat with vhtatever jus-
tice tîtese suspicionis May s uiaeti:nes have becn
eiitcrtained, tIiey kiîaw littie of the spirit aud d--
sign of the Newv Tes!ainent wlio imagine thjat it
favours selfisliiiess or ambition iii those wlo arc
its teachers. It constantly iicîtîcatest that its
kinrrdom andi revards are flot of titis wvori 1. T1'lî
divine Author of aur faith andi lis iinmnediite fol-
lowers neitiier claimoti nor posscsîed any socular
distiîîctione, antheli uniform tenar batit of precept
andi exainple iii te sacreti îritings entirely dis-
cauntenances in the falltowers of tie apuisties, ait
graspiig i':er temîporal !gains and prcferîîteîts.
Theseindccl have sometlilles falicît ilicideîitally
andi uiîsoug-lit for upon meut whom Paul muid Patîl*t
Master wvould itot ]lave rejecteti as fellov-Iaour-
ers ; beca use oven wliuun tiuey abtaineti ttem, 'bey
%wcre able to say witlî Paul, cgI have covete4d no
manî's silvcr or gold or apparel ;T have t'ed the
hlock o? Goti, taling tic oversiglît, tliercof, flot by
con'straint bu t îWllhîgly, not l'or filthy 1',c're but of'
a rcady inid." The oîîiy ajin-tîtie all-absorbing,
ilesire of' a christiait iniîîister shonîti ho that tîtose
,)ver whoin the Lord lias niatie Jin the averser,
Muay bie fed i wtl tha breati a? lie, and be made
%vise tinte saivation. Thtis is the truc type anti
ruaodel of lus sacreti office as hîcht forth ii flie gos.
pel. WVlieresoevcr anti vhensnever it is realizid,
i. %vîhl prosetît a saciety aof men consecrateti to the
'noral andi intellectual inî;ruveineiit of tlteir fcllov
turca-ttures-iiieti whn, iiiibtiei thoemselves with the
fear andi lave aof Gocl, aîîd raiseti ta competent
qîulifications hy protracteil culture andi discipline
eor tîtat speciai endi, have rcnouncod the paths of


