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Miles of Cars Used to

Ship Weed Seed

Aceording the chief
inspector  at - Winnipeg, 8
envtigh woed seed to fill a Iumlll
train A8 miles long was |||mn-|
out of the three Praivie Proy
during the last three years Ilu»

when the cost of pro-

of crops was at its highest

seed, iplements and farm

lw||' were high; vet the farmers
grew this weed seed, harvested it,
threshed it, at a cost proportionste
to that of the highest quality of
1, afterwards sk

to
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Trees of Canada

White Plne

(Pinus Strobus)

White pine was once the premier
lumber tree of Canada, but the
effects of wasteful entting and of
fire are being reflected in decreasing
cuts and inereasing pr T
production of white pine luniber in
Ontario has heen redu
thirds in the last twenty
t the Domi

year
white

||.nu|u the freight on it o mar
where, owing 1o the
the weed se the
wheat was lowered,  Further, when
these A8 miles of grain cars were
being used to ship weed seed there
was an slmost universal demand
for cars which could not be satis-
fied.  Clean cultivation to
kill the weeds, and the eleaning of
grain before shipment will over-
come sich waste

Rural Electric Supply
Should be Extended

The supply of electrical energy
to the smaller villages and to
farmers has recently been com-
manding  special  study.  Such
questions as adequate charges and
other details relating to the
struetion and upkeep of the sy
transmission lines necessary, have
been given eloser study with very
satisfactory results,  In most cases,
it has hee
only one
tively

presence of
grade of the

seed,

or tWo consumers,
long lines and individual
transformers  are  required.  In
urban centres, these are made to
supply hundreds of householders,
This difficulty has been overcome
in various ways, such as the farmer
paying for the portion of the line
used for himsell alone, or paying a
special fixed charge covering the
cost of same

Where water-powers are abund-
ant, rapid progress along the above
lines ix to be noted, but extensions
could also be provided on systems
supplied from large steam power
plants.  The greater portion of the
prosperous farming communities of
the Prairie Provinees requires to
be supplied with electrie energy
derived from large steam power
plants. and rural lines there would
prove u great boon, both for con-
venienee and inereased production,

The experience of a steam plant
in England be cited in this
connection s plant had never

v ful financially until its
u.n\m.u were extended to rural
distribution.  This greatly in-
creased its output, the plant was
olaced on a sound basis, and its
Lm--s ow cover a radius of from
to 15 miles in all directions,
load is reported to be
increasing in lighting, appliances
and small motors for farm use, It
is interesting to note that under
somewhat unfavourable cireum-
stances eleetrical service has been
extended to cover a large farming
community and that the enterprise
has succeeded.—L. 6, Denis.

] l
ily Ilml during the eurrent fiscal

| pine has fallen far behind spruee in

quantity cut and is almost equalled
by that of Donglas fir, 1t is still,
however, and doubtless will con-
tinue to be, the highest priced soft-
wouod.,

The distribution of white pine is
confined to the region lying south
of a line running approximately
from the southeast corner of lake
Winnipeg, through lake Nipigon,
along the height of land north of
lake Ium-l\numuu through lake
St John to Point des Monts on
the 8t. Lawrenee, and Cape Breton
Island.  The Ottawa valley was,
most important centre

tion, and the

perhaps, th
ol

HNSOC nmnl with that of the lumber-
ing  operations nducted

T eipally for the taking out of this

valuable wood.

In the early days of lumbering in
castern Canada, white pine was
considered  the main, if not the
only, tree of value in the forests,

T{and in the old timber leases the

right to eut the pine was all that
was granted.  The reason for this
preference over the other species ix
the superior quality of the wood
and the larger size of the trees,

Though no reliable data as to
the remaining supply of white pine
are available as yet, it is doubtful
if more than fifty billion board feet
is left. The annual cut is now
approximately three<quarter billion
board feet,

Forest Revenues

Revenues from Crown forests
are playing an inereasingly import-
ant part in the several provinees,
In New Brunswick, for the fiseal
year ending October 31, 1920, the
forest revenues to the provineial |
treasury aggregated 81,387 005, or
more than double those of the
previous year, This increase was | ;
due par to an inereased cut,
partly to increased stumpage <|III‘K,‘
and partly to a closer seale,

In Quebee, for year ending June
30, 1920, the revenue
amounts to $2,604,456.26, or 28 .6

2| per cent greater than during the |

fous year. It is estimated
Sl
the forest revenue to the prov
treasury  will aggregate around
£3,000,000, which may be increased
500,000 during the fiscal year
following.

' sistent

White pine reproduces readily
and grows fast under favourable
conditions, but it requires more
light than many of its associates,
siich as spruce and the hardwoods;
in competition with these species it
i at a decided disadvantage

Though it will usually reproduce
well after one light fire, repeated
fires have resulted in its practie
extern #lion I many
where it was onee abundant
is no reason, however,
onee fa pineries should
nere productive, provided
they protected from fire and
the competing species are taken
out at the same time to give the
voung growth a chanee,

wugh white pine hh-nr rust
has done serious vlnumm to the
young pine, especially in planta-
tions, its planting should be ex
couraged, as it offers larger returns
per acre than perhaps any other
s In Massachusetts, from
records of a number of white pine |
plantations, it was found that a
growth of 25,000 b.f. per acre had
been made in 40 years, 35,000 b.f.
in 50 years and 44,000 b.f. in 60
years,

White pines ean most readily be
distinguished from other pines by
the fuct that they have five needles
in a bunch., Three other white
pines are indigenous to Canada.
he limber pine and white bark
pine are confined to the high
mountainous situations in British
Columbia and Alberta and are of
little commercial value, but the
western white pine, which oecurs
in the more irable sites in
Southern British Columl is a
splendid tree, resembling its eastern |
relative in the quality of the wood.
As there are only about 2,700
million board feet of western white
pine in British Columbia, it will
not be a serious rival of the eastern
white pine.

ely

crease of nearly .)0 per u-m over
| the previous year,

During the ealendar year 1919,
the British Columbia Government
recei | m forest revenue a total
of $2,755,739.

The importance of perpetuating
these revenues, to say nothing of
increasing them, is ul»vumul\ 80
great that all of the provinces
would b e amply justified in expend- |
ing larger sums than at present |
upon the prote 1 of the forests
from fire, insects and disease, upou{
reforestation, and upon an ad-|
ministration caleulated to ensure |
cut-over areas being left in the best
condition to produce continued |
erops of the more valuable tree
species, so far as that may be con- |

ith the economices of the |

situation.—Clyde Leavitt.

The farm home of John LU.III,\
southwest of Moose Jaw, was
destroyed by fire, due to a dog|

Census of Fur Farming

An analysis of the prelimin
fur-farming  statistios for 191 ,
recently published Ly the Burean
of Btatistics, throws some interest-
ln- sidelights on the industry,

st fur fary at prescat, is
practically synonymous with fox
farming is shown by the faet, on
December 31, 1919, there were on
the fur farms of Coanada a total of
7966 foxes, 77 minks and 9
raccoons,  The foxe rre divided
us follows: silver, 6,878; patch or
cross, 831; red, 2 lue, 1;

ry

- gray, 1.

One question on which fox farm-
hat reticent is the
number of pups raised to maturity,
The returns throw some light on
this matter. Taking silver black
pups only, the number born during
1919 was 4,877 and purchased, 206,
a total of 5,173,  The number sold
was 1,144 and killed for pelts, 918,
a total of 2,062, There is thus a
flerence between the
of and acquired of
number reported as hei
farms at the end of the
LI This leaves
counted for and, if we
number to have died, the mortali
was over 40 per eent of the number
born.  Some ranchers probably
eluded pups as adults in making
their returns of stock on hand at
the end of the year, as they would
then be about 9 months old.
Allowanee should be made for this
but, even so, the figures indicate
that there is great room for i
provement in methods of manag,
ment on some ranc hl'!

Turning now to the foxes bought
and sold and again taking account
of silvers only, we observe that the
numbers sold greatly exceed the
numbers purchased. It may be
assumed that the difference repre-
sents the number exported or sold
to new runrhw The figures are:
sold, 1,504; purchased, 487; dif-
ference, I"Ia

The U, 8, Commerce Reports of
Jan. 12, 1921, show that 504 live
silver foxes were exported to the
United States from Prince Edward
Island in 1919, having an average
value of $358.

The average values of silver foxes
as determined from the figures of
the Buieau of Statisties are: of
animals purchased, $428; sold,
$329; on farm, Dec. 31, 1919, $438.
The 'fact that the animals pur-
chased averaged  considerably
[ higher in price than the animals
| sold indicates that the ranchers are
not usually disposing of their best
stock but, on the contrary, are
acquiring better stock whenever
possible.

The silver pelts sold numbered
12,028, valued at $481,824, an aver-
| age of $237 per skin. Fox pelts of
all kinds numbered 2,490 and the
|average price realized was $204,
| The average value of mink pelts
sold was $18 and of raccoon, $15

Maskakee Lnka Sask., is being

In Ontario, for fiscal year ending | upsetting a lantern that had not‘ldcw loped for epsom salts, glauber

October 31, 1920, the fores
revenue was 32.084,84!, an in.

been hung up. This should be sa
a warning to others, ‘

esium carbonate, sod-
ium chhmde and potassium salts




