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struck mie, wben I first heard it,
as niew and unusual. It wvas, in-
deed, greatly less usual thirty
years ago than it is now. Shie did
niot corne ail at once ta settied re-
làiius conviction and peace. Not
ideed tili sanie tinie after lier

marri.age did she attain ta the liglit
in w'hichi those who knew lier later
in life could perceive that she
stood.

After beingr mucli admired ini lier
flrst appearances iii society, Lady
Blanche becanie engaged ta James
Mfaitland Balfour, the eldest soni of
the 1raprietar of Whittingebarne,
in East Lothian, and thev w'ere
niarried iii 183 îhile shie wvas
stili anly eighitecn. 1-er husband,
a maxi of lîigh spirit and eventually
of proved capacitv for business,
nieyer hiad more interest ini litera-
turc than wvas due ta lier impulse
and companionship. A great
affection soon existed between lier
and several of bier new kindred.
Witli lier own brother, the present
iVarquess of Salisbury, she wvas a
favourite sister, wl'io mîust have
considerabiy aided and influenced
him.

The public career of Lady
Blanclîe's lîusband was destined ta
be short. He sat in the House of
Coninons for a time as niember
for the Hadding-ton Burglis. Dur-
ing an iilness of a protracted kind,
lie and lus wvife twice visited tue
island of Madeira, in hope of bene-
fit from its climate; but from tlîe
second visit lie neyer returned.

WTitli tlîe quickness of strang
affection, Lady Blanche early saw
the seriaus character of lier bus-
baxid's iiiness and wvas fled witlî
appreliensian. "He's dying ; I
know it; I know it,"I suie said ta a
frieiîd ane dav ini a paroxysm of
grief, " What is ail the worid ta me
if niy liusband is dying?"èl But
liaif an hiaur after, Mr. Balfour
himnself being now present, ail lier
briglit cheerfulness of mnamer w'as
resunîed. As bis illness wvent on

suie (ic\'tcd lierseif ta hinii wvith cei-
tire abandoiment. He becaxîîe
Nvholv dcpexidcnt ,on lier and
cauid bear no anc cisc attending
ta ii. A lady îvho sailed iii th e
saine slip witli tleie ta Madeira
aon tlieir second visit told tixat Mr.
]Balfour ivas laid daily an the dcck
on cushiolis, and suie noticed tlîat
his eyes fallawed lus wife con-
tinuahly, as if lic did not care ta
look at anytlîiig cisc. Suie did
evervtîiiig'for hlîi erseif, and
after ]lis deatlî suie neyer liad gaood
lcaitlî.

Tlhis is in few wards the outw'ad
histary of tlîat time in lier life.
Tlîat it lîad an iner Iîistory too,
af no sligcht significance ta lier,
nia be guessed from, the words
wliicli slue put on lier hinsbands
tomibstane by lus grave in Ma-
deira. "Whoso is wvise and ivili ob-
serve these tlîings, even tlîey shahl
understand the loving-kindness of
the Lard."

1-er lîusband's death (1856) be-
came tue dividing event iii Lady
Blaxîcle's life. After lier return
froni Madeira lier special work be-
gan, wlîicli wvas, as slie said, ta be
bathi fathier and niothuer ta lier
cighît children-flve sons and tlîree
daugliters.

The autstanding feature in Lady
Blanclîe's upbringing of lier chl-
dren wvas tue entireness wvitli whichi
shie devoted herseif ta it. Suie
campleteiy gave up wbatevcr en-
javmnents of social intercourse
rniglit bave interfered wvitli tlîis,
lier great abject of life, and she
'vas unsparing of trouble ini regard
ta every detail of lier clîildren's
training ta a degree not only be-
yancl usuai custom, but beyand
ardinary imagination. Thîis wvas
the more renîarkable because of
wl'hat lias been already mnentiond-
lier pernîanently impaired hîealth.
The seriaus ilînesses of lier clîil-
dren wcre occýasions whcn litýr de-
vatian ta then wvas nîost strikingy
and mnuorable, auîd 1 hav'e often

130


