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WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 1.

JTANITOBA CHEESE.

At the recent mecting In Winnipeg
ot the Butter and Cheese Makers®' Un-
lon, some hard things were sald about
Manftoba cheese, which, by the wav,
were quite true. It i8 a matter for
regret that Manitoba cheese makers
are compelied to admit that’ the aver.
age. quality of our cheese s Inferfor.
The encouraging feature of this is,
that when the difficuity {s recognized
and acknowledged, therc is'more 1ea-
son to hope for improvement than {f
the: sttuation were fgnored. As good
cheese can he produced {n Manitoba
as anywhere else in Canada. This has
been proved by the fact that Mani.
toba cheese. has carried off the ‘high-
est awards at great falrs in Eastern
Canada aud the United States. Good
cheese 13 made In Manltoba, dbut there
fs also a conslderable quantity of
very poor goeds turned out. The poor
cheese has the effect of injuring the
sale of the good cheese, and therefore,
ft 13 in the interest of those who make
good cheese as well as those wha
make ‘the poor stuff, that 8 declded
improvement should be brought about
In the average quality of the product
of our cheese factorles. A dealer, say,
at Montreal or Vnncouvcr, who re-
celves o poor lot of Manitoba cheese,
1s liable to become prejudiced agaiust
Manitoba 800ds In general. This pre-
judice has already been established to
such an extent tbat it.is made more
diMcult for makers of good Manftoba
chcese to dispose of thelr product, and
n ordgr to make sales.they ave oblig-
ed to shade prices.

This Is very much to be regietted,
and 1t )s hoped the efforts being put
forth ¢o improve the quality ot our
dajry products will. resuit Inh mueh
£00d. One.point Which was brought
up at the meeting referred to was the
question of discriminating In buying
cheese. The Commercial has more
than once In times past oalled at-
tention to the undesiroble custom
which has prevailed here of buying
dafry products at one price, regardiess
of quallty. This practice affords 10
Mcoumgomcnt to the - producers ol
the bést goods. On the contrary, it
deliberately lnvites carclessness on
the part of the .manufacturers. The
custom:§3 undoubtedly the cause, to 2
£reat cxtcnt. of the interfor quathy of
much of our dairy goods. ‘It {s earn:
sty to Le destred thui with the com-
mencenicnt of anoth-i sciason, seme
avstem of discrimination in buying
4 'ry gnoda will be established where-
' inferior uuauucs Wwill' be rated at
thele truo value.

This,, we belleve,.. -
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would tend to bring about the deaired
end and at once lead to a declded
improvement {n the quality of our:
dairy goods.

TRADING STAMP TO GO.

The retail husiness men of Winnipes
have decided to give up the use of
trading stamps on January frst next.
In agreeing to this move (& ¥
have come to a very wise and bucl-
nesslike conclusion. As matters have
been golng for some time in Winnipey,
the use of trading stamps has been of
no value to any of the merchants. S0
long as only a limited number of
dealers used the stamps, there was no
doubt a certajn galn in business to
those using whem. Lawe when
ithe stamps came Into general use,
nearly ‘all the merchants In the city
using them, this benefit was lost. Buy-
ers dld not have to hunt up deulers
who used stamps, as practically all
gave stawmps, so that the stamp lost
its value as a trade-drawer. The only
value In the stamp is by conhining its
use to & lmited number of firms fn
cach llne, so that consumers who
wish to collect them, are compelled to
8o to the stores where they are used.
This was the situatlon In Winnlpeg
when the Dominfon trading. stamp
first came into use. Only certain deal-
ers In each line were given an oppor-
tunity of using the stamps. Those
who did not use them, certainly losta
number of good customers, as the
custom of collecting stamps came in-
to vogue, Later @ local trading
stamp compgny was organized, and
practically all those not using the
Dominlon treding stamp, began to
use the local stamp. Thus the advan-
tage accruing to the few who were
uring the Dominion stamps was lost,
and the result has been that the mer-
chants have signed an agreement to
Alspense with the stamps entlrely at-
ter the close.of the year.

‘The dlsappearance of the tradlng
stamp will not cause any regrets n
business circles. The giving of stamps
has proved a serious matter-for many
business men, particularly in lines
where the margin of profit is small
On many lines of goods the profit is
30 small that the reduction in profits
by giving stamps was severely feit
by merchants, Aslde from the reduc-
tion of profits, the custom was un-
businesslike in principle and practice.
1f the merchant can afford to give any
dliscount upon his goods, a business-
Mke way would be to give the discount
direct to the purchaser. In the case
of the trading stamps. a third party
stepped {n between tlic merchant and
his customer and shared the prpﬂt
arising from the transaction. This

*could hardly appeal to the good judg-
ment of a business man as a legiti.
mate way of doing business. By all
means let the trading stamp go.

THE LIQUOR ACT.

When the Liquor Act was before the
legislative. agsembly the premier (n-
dicated, that although he would ask
for its enactment, he would submit
some questions to the courts to per-
mit of argument and’ judiclu.l opinfon,
upon the- constitutionality of the mea-
sure. Attorney General Campbell
lozt no.timo after his appointment to
oftice, In preparing r.hcsc quest(ons.
and they were given in de-
tail In  The Commercial last
weok. As they are already before the
court, it wou)d be improper 1o -com-
ment- upon them, but {t s evident that
they are._going. to make & celebrated
case, and !t Is understood, that what-
ever thé 'décisions of thelr lordships
of the . M:mltobn. Queen s Bench, ‘the
case -wlll‘gwo to ‘the Prh'y Qouncu ot
’J.this means that the
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final decision will not be rendered for
months. Indeed, It {8 not expected
that the Queen's Bench declston will
be forthcoming until February.

The first hearing came off on Wed-
nesday last, to settle the parties to
the case. Attorney General Campbell
and J. A. M., Askins, Q. €., appeared
for the goverament to defend
the Aot. F. A. Phippen, Q. C., was
admitted to represent the Llquor
Trade. W. R. Mulock, Q. C,, and E,
L. Taylor appeared on behalf of thoe
Alllnace to represent the temperance
‘people, but after a long argument the
Judges decided that the reference did
not warrant their appearanve tn the
case. It was anhounced that the Do-
minton  government, although inters
ested in the excise and revenue, would
not be represented. A remarkable fea-
ture, {3 ‘the position of the Hudson's
Bay company. One of the questions
involves the rights of the company,
but the company through ts counsel,
. E. Perdue, brotested against the
company being brought in, and stated
that It declined to plead and would
not be bound by any decision glven.
Even ¢ the company had rights vthich
the Act could not interfere with, he
would not say that it would take any
advantage of them. Nevertheless,
thelr lordships declded, that as the
government had submitted the ques-
tion they were bound ‘to deal with it.
and it the company would not appoint
counsel, 1t would be 'the duty ot the
court to do so.

The case Wil be argued aguin on
Wednesday next. It s understood
that the Alllance counsel will be ad-
mitted by the government, and will
thus get & hearing. The Act is al-
ready onthe statute book, to come in-
to full operation at the explry of the
present llcenses in May next.

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT.

The opening of the Southeastern
section of the Canadian Northern
rafjway through to TRainy River,
marks another important nccomplish-
ment in the develdpment of Western
Canada. An important lnk. in the
proposed mew llne through to Lake
Superlor has thus been completed and
opened for regular trafficc. Two {m-
portant points (Winnipeg and Rainy
Rlver) have been connected by a dire
ect route by the completion of the
Southeastern. While the raflway was
bullding across the prairies of south-
oastern Manitoba and through the
wood country which lles beyond the
prairie region; very little attention
was attracted to the matter. But now
that the road has reached an import-
ant point like ‘Rainy River, a con-
siderable traflic may be expected to
flow over ti is route at once.

The coun.ry between ‘Winnipeg and
Rainy River s sparsely settled,
though there is a large arca of good
land tributary to the¢ road, between
Winnipeg and the beginning of the
wood country. As the wooded district
is approached, there-ls considerable
swampy land. The wood country will
furnish a .large trafic in cordwood
for the Winnipeg market. It I3 ex-
pected that & large quantity of saw
togs will also be brought over the new
raflway, from polnts tributary to the
road, or tributary to the Ralny Rlver.
AS 2 result of the construction of this
road, a large saw mill.wiilibe estab-
lished in Winnipeg by the Rat Por-
tage Lumber Co. which will be ready
for operating next summer, and thus
the lumbermg lndus!.ry at Winnipeg
will . be. glven & srcu.t impetus. 'I:ri-
butary - to the Rainy river there is ‘a
cunsidergbie - section of good zgricul-
Lural country, which will be brought
into, mrcct oonnecuon with. Winnipes,
and \Vhlch wlll be src.:.uy benefitted
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by the bullding of the road, The min-
ing Interests abouti Rainy Zake and
vicintty will also reap advantage from
the operation of the new lne,

During the winter a bridge will be
congtructed over the Ralny river, for
the purpose of uniting the Southeast-
ern and Ontarlo sections of the Cana-
dlan Northern system, thus forming
another through line to Lake Super-
for. on the completion of the Ontarfo
section between Port Arthur and
Roiny river,

HOW ABOUT IN NSURANCE.

The season for flres 13 agaln ot
hand. Sevure weather always results
in an increase of the number of Gres.
Defective plpes and flues get In their
deadly work at a time when stoves
and furneces are crowded ‘2o thelr ut-
must capacity. Heavy fires left burne
ing over night without any one on
guard to Keep an eye on them, are an
additional source of danger at this
Ume of year. Stocks of merchandise
are also heavier than usual during ‘the
ecarly portion of the winter, thus mak-
ing 4t necessary that fire [nsurance
should be looked after. The wise trad-
er will keep well insured all the tme.
‘The only thlng which can be said of
neglect to do 30 is, that it shows care-
lesaness or lack of business capacity
When the stock of goods is largely in-
creased, as it i3 durlng the fall and
early winter, the matter of flre insur-.
ance should be looked into and the
protection increased in proportion to
the increase in the stock. Aside from
thig, the Increased danger of fires dur-
ing the winter season, should put even
the careless merchant on guard and
oause him @0 see that he s
properly protected from loss by fire.
The more a dealer owes on his stock,
the more anxious he should be about
the mattes of fire insurance. When his
liabllities are heavy, his obligation to
protect himself ave in llke proportion
tncreased, for In neglecting to propexly
insure his stock, he is neglecting the
vights of his credltocs, who would lose
heavily in case of destruction of his
stock by fire. It §s certatnly o duty
we owe one to another, to protect-the
interests of othe.s in matters of this
kind. In the case of fire insurance the
merchant s protecting himself .at the
same time that he 1s safeguerding the
fnterests of his creditors, by keeping
his property tully Insured. The trader
who meots with a heavy loss through
neglecting his insurance s sure to be
looked upon a8 a careless business
man by those who take an interest in
the matter.

A DOMINION BOARD Of"
TRADE.

At the banquet recently given Lord
Strathcona at Toronto, the guest ot
the evening endorsed the formation of
o Dominion board of trade. Lord
Strathcona sald =

“By this means you would be able
to bdring:to the notice of the Govern-
ment many things with which they
themselves - would have very ~ little
knowledge, because, being  business;
commercial and professional men, you
must necessarily have more intimate
and practical kKnowledge of what Is
required than any body of men sitting
at Ottawsa, or, for that maitter, at
Westminster.”

No doubt Lord Strathcona speaks
from a knowledge of wvhat has been
accomplished in the United hlngdom
by the national bedy there, known as
the Association of Chambers of Coms
merce of the Untted Kingdom. A na-
tional board of trade would undoubt-
edly carry great welght with the gov-
ernment. There are certainly many
matters which would come properly
before such a body, and upon Which
busfness men {n all parts of the coun-
try. could unite unanimously in ad~

vising a .stated policy.of -action.



