THE COMMERCIAL

The rucognized authonty on all matters pertaining
to trade and progress in Western Canada, ine
ctuding that portion of Ontario west of
Lake Superior, the Provinces of Mani-
toba and British Columbia and the
‘Ferritorics.

seventeenth Year of Publication
ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY

SUBSCRIPTIONS, CANADA AND UNITED STATES
$2.00 PER ANNUM IN ADVANCE OR $2.25 WHEN
not 50 Paip; Omnur Countries, §2.50 vew
ANMIM IN ADVANCE,

Changes for advertisements should be 1n not later
than Thursday Morning.

Advertisements purpotiing to be news matter,
or which profess to express the opinions of this
lournal, will not be inserted,

Office : 181 McDernot Street.

D. W. BUCHANAN,
Publisher.

The Commeraitl certainly cnjoys a very much
langer circulation among the business community
of the vast region lying between lake Superior
and the Pactfic Coust, than any other paper in Can-
ada. daily or weckly. ‘The Commercial also
reaches the leadings wholesale, conmssion, manu-
facturing and financial houses of Estern Canada

WINNIPEG, MAVY 27, 1899,

Brandon Experimental Farm.

The biue book containing the annual
teport of the Dominion experimental
farms for 189%, just out, contans as
usaal a great deal of valuable infor-
natior relecing to the farming indus-
try in Canada.

With the farms in Fastern Coaada
we have not so much to do in the
prairic country but the work on the
Brandon and Indian Head farms is of
unmense amportance to us and  the
work on the farm ag Agassiz, B. ¢,
is alsc of mterest as it deals with
problems  which bave direct ULearing
upon our futurc supplies of fruit, ete.,

and upon vhe progress of the west
generally.
At the Brandon farm the work

done iast Sear was inore vavied and
importauv  than ever. LExperiments
were carricd on in the cultivation of
grains, grasses, trees, shrubs, [ruits,
bervies,  vegetables, Jive stock, ete.
Wheat growing still occupies the fead-
ing place in the list of experiments.
The tests of varietics are still vou-
tnued and yield most useful results.
No lesy than forty-two different kinds
of whleat were sown. The laud for this
test was summer-fallowed the prev-
jous year. e soil was a clay loam.
G twentieth of an acre was sown
tu eah Rind and the date of sowing
was April 20, The largest yield was
obtained from a variety called Goose,
hut the quality was not s0 good as
tat of Fyle wheat. It is also ionger
in rijeningg, Monarch is another rery
prounctive variety which Mr. Bedford
sase wond pass readily for led Fyfe.
White Fyle nas for three years given
Ietter teturns than Red Fyfe. Crown,
a eross-bred wheat, bearded, gave
very pead results,  These seem to he
tle vascties that give the vest re-
sults,

A test o average results for five
years with wheat placed White Fyfe
fist. with Tled Fyfe a good second.
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The average yield of <Jie former was
37 bushels ana 28 pounds and of the
Jatter 85 bushels and 2K pounds,
Wheat after a clover crop was -
other intcresting experiment. It was
found that the yletd on land on which
sweot clover had been grown exceed-
od that from wheat stubble, but was

not equal to the summer-fallowed
land.
Laund rolled after sowing wheat

gives better results as regards yield,
brill sowlug iIs shown w bo by fur
tho most satisfactory method of put-
ting in seed. IXxperiments in regard
to the amount which should be sown
te the acre showed that five pecks
of wheat per acre gives the best re-
sults.

Experiments in smut prevention prov-
od the continued efficacy of bluestone,
I order to secure perfect resalts it
was shown that smutty seed even if
bluestoned 18 not 50 desirable as clean
seexd thus treated.

Tests of different ways of prepar-
ing lund for seed showed that the
best results are obtained after pease,
Wheat following flax is always a small
y:eld, Tarly, medinm and late sowing
was also tricd and conclusive proof
obtained of early sowing, This same
rulo applies to other grains, although
bharley does not suffer much 1f sown
after wheat and oats.

Extensive experiments were carried
on with oats. As regards votation,
wheat, oats and fallow is recommend-
ol for some soils. In a test of varie-
ties. White Giant, .American Beauty,
California Prolific Black, Bavarian,
Mennonite, Oxford, Pense and DBan-
ner yiclded the vest results. Bluestone
and formalin are rceommended for
smut in oats. In a test of average
results for a given number of seasons
Banner oats gave the highest yield,
at 93 bushels and 12 pounds per acre,

Boricy  experiments were Jarge-
y carried on. The season
wis  favorable and the results very
us*ful. The best varieties of six-row-
ed were found to be those called Stella,
Baxter, Ploueer, Common and Troon-
er. The best varieties of two-rowwd
were Kirby, Danbam, French, Chesva-
lier. Beaver and Leslie.

" ase were earvclully tested at Bran-
doa last year. As a result it is recom-
mended that  these be sown on  a
strong, stiff, clay loam. The fhekl
should be summer fallowe:d the prev.ouy
year, and it should not be harrowed
in the spring before sowlug. The gram
should be sown as early as wheat, with
adrill, and as deeply as possible, I'rom
21-2 to $ 1-2 bushels of seed should be
sown to the acre, according to the
size of the pea. I theg crop 15 {0 be
cut with a binder, two pecks per acre
of oats should be sown with the pease,

The year was a good one fur flax
culture. The largest average yield of
flaxsced was obtained from plots sown
so late as May 28th, being 25 bushels
to the acre.

As yet very few western farmers have
any regular rotation i sowmng their
crops, but sooucr or later, Superintend-
cut Boedford says, they will have to
adopt some system suited to their mdi-
viduit)l nceds.  This feature of  farm
work hag been the subject of some ex-
periments  Wheat alternating with
roots or corn have given the best re-
sults, but the outlay has been propor.
tionately large. ‘The second Lest re-
sults were obtaincd from ywheat and
oats sown alternately, but the land
became very weedy.

Corr: formed the subject for some
fnteresting experiments.  The gests
were principally with & view go its
UEC as foddcr. Taee vasiety known as
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Mhoroughbred White Ilint scems to
hnve done the best.

I1ela roots, such .5 turnips, iangels,
carrots, beets, potatoes, cte., receive
ed attention and were found to yield
splendudly under the late riums of last
ycz:lr. Grusses and clovers also did
well,

As u result of & ecrics of expu}iments
in cattle feeding it was proven that
hay fe not essentinl to the successful
fattening of steers m this country, as
straw yietds practically the same re-
sults mixed with other suitable feed
such as turnips and barley.

Poultry and bees were experimentiad
with tu some extent.  Large aad small
fruits also received o share of atten-
tlon. Tair success has attended the
offorts in the direction of smail {ruits,
but it seccms doubtful f any use-
ful variety of applcs can be obtalned
which will stand the severities of our
winter climate.

Wool.

The Toronto Globe says: ‘Lhe out-
look fs anything but reassuring. To
begin with, 1t s estimated that 75
per cent of tho clip of last year 18
st held in this province. .\ good deal
of this woot wis purchased from 16¢
to 18c for washed fleece, wiule the
price bid for it to-day n this mar-
et is 183¢c Not only is the bulk of
last year's clip stile held, but & Can-
adian exporter lhas at an_American
point a large Jot of the 1897 clip. The
position of the Canadian clip for the
present scason is this: The greater
part of the [ast ¢iip is unsold. The
begt price that can be obtained in the
Lmted States for Canada fleece now, Is
27¢.  The duty s 12¢, (the froaight
charges 0.55 ot a Jollar, the consular
charges 0.23, and the conunission for
selling on the other side of the line
11-2 cents per pound, which makes 2
total ol 14.50 per pound for charges
alter the wool is purchascd here. ‘This
would jeave for the purchascr of the
wooi 1 Canada, rechouing on a sale atv
27¢ in the United. States, 123-4c¢ per
pouné for washca dflecce, and that
price leaves no margn of profic for the
exporter. ‘This 1s the situation at
present as 1t 15 figured out by local
exporters  The gosition of unwashed
is even more unpromismg.,  Wishin the
past few weeks a ‘Toronto dealer has
sold some unwashoea at 18e in Boston,
which, after paying the duty and
freight and other charges, mukes the
value of the unwashed wool in this
airkel exactly 6 1-95¢ per pouvand.

The Northern Pacific Ranlway Com-
pany’'s publication, ‘“Wonderland, "99,”
a guide to the hohday resorts tribu-
tary to its lines, excecds m beauty of
appearance and attractivencss of sub-
ject matter anything that has here-
tofore beer attempted by the com-
pany m that line. It is almost as
good as a holiday to skim through the
pages of ths neat little publication.

1 ¢ Commerciaf is in receipt of a
pampiilet giving an address delivered
by Dr. Saunders, director of the Do-
minion Experimental arms, Gttawa,
before the Ontario Fruit Growers \s-
sociation at its annual meeting on the
subject, “Manitoba and the North-
wes$ Territories as Markets for On-
terio and  British Columbit  Fruig, *
This address puts the case in a nug-
shell, and is worthy of perusal by
cvery person interested fn the Crna-
dian fruit growing industry.

‘Lhe Dominfon govermment has defin-
itely decidea not to favor any insol-
veney legislation in the house this ses-
sion. ' (R TR R B O |




