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~ HANITOBA WHEAT OROP

The Manitoba department of agricui-
ture has issued a revised statement of
‘he wheat crop of the province which
males & material reduction in the yleld.
Following is the revised statement:

Area In Yield. Total

Distrlct. Crop. Per Acre. Yield
Nurthwestern ...... 70,236 17.33 1,218,212
< uthwestern .......457,665 15.31 7,006,851
North Central ..... 190,638 14.5 2,764,251
<outh Central ......227,400 1..9 2,706,060
Fastern .. ... 53,600 .2.62 716,432
Provinceo ..999,698 14.5 14,371,804

The earlier cstimate made an average
vield of 18.57 bushels per acre and a total
crop of 18,565,198 bushels.

The revised statement deals with wheat
inly. If oats had bheen likewise dealt
with, it is prubable that the yield woutd
have been reduced to even a greater
percentage than has been the case with
wheat.

The figures of the wheat cyop glven
aluve are for the Province of Manitoba
orly. There are no figures avallable for
the Teritories, but with the latter added,
the tutal crop for our wheat belt would
Le not far from 20,000,000 bushels.

Nﬁ CEANGE OF WHEAT GRADES,

The first action of the standards board
after it assembled In Winnipeg on
wednesday last, Oct. 21, was to consider
the question of the changes in the wheat
srades as ennounced by the depariment
ot inland revenue. Before the changes
would go into effect, they have to be
published four times in the official Ga-
cctte. Three publications had already
peen given, and the fourth one should
appear 1n the usual order on uUct. 4. 1t
wag understood that it the standards
vonrd opposed the changes, that the de-
partment would withhold;, the further
publication. so that no changes would be
made this year.

The standards board after going Into
the matter fully promptly decided that

“it would not be advisable to make the
.hanges in the grades. The board was
slmost unanimous on this point, only
1wo mem¥ers, both of whom are Manti-
toba Farmers' Institute men, (Messrs.
t tder and Postlethwatle), voting for the
changes. The board, however, asked that
+ wured wheat be not mixed in the grades
of No.d and No. 2 hard and No. 1 North-
ern. Under the old regulations scoured
wheat was permitted in all but the No. 1
hard grade. Follox\gng is the resolution
as! by the board:
m".\sﬁ)dvedy by Mr. Underhill, geconded by

Mr  McQueen. “Resolved, that this
~andards board recommend to the con-
wroller of  intand revenue that the
.hanges in the classification of grain
grades now being gazetted in the Can-
ada Gazette be not put in force ana
that the deparument instruct all in-
spectors to permanently exclude scoured
wheat from the grades of No. 1 and No.
2 hard and No. 1 Northern."” )

The action of the standards boara fully
«mfirms the course taken by the Com-
n ¢reial 'n regard to the proposed changes
in the grades. The farmers had & major-

ity of one on the board, and the resn-
lutlon represents the views of the farm-
erg regarding the matter. It fs to be
hoped the department will now act
promptly and save the grain trade of the
country from the state of chaos Into
which it would be thrown by its qecision
to change the grades at such an unvea-
sonable time,

The action of the Winnipeg board of
trade in sending Secretary Bell to Otta-
wa to expostulate with the department
has been productive of good results afto
all. It was through the action of the
board of trade that the department was
ifnduced to agree tu stup the enforcement
of the propused changes In the grades
if the stindards board should decide
against the changes.

PRAIRIE FIRES

In view of the great loss from prairle
fires each year, it is worth while consia-
ering if more stringent regulstions could
not be made with a view of reducing the
number of fir:s. The present law is quite
plain s 1 alsu provides severe puntsh-
ment for the starting of fires, but not-
withstanding this it {s generally admitted
that most fires are the result of caieless-
ness and neglect, Quite & number of de-
structive fires have occurred from burn-
ing straw, after threshing, through ne-
glect to provide proper guards to pre-
vent the fire from spreading to the
prairie. Parties who allowed fires to es-
cane In this way have In a few cases
been compelled to pay heavy cousts for
the damages done, but this has not
proved a sufficient warning to others,
and the neglect still goes on. Perhaps
the law regarding the starting of fires
is not generally understood throughott
the country. though the department has
taken special pains this season to distrib-
ute printed copies uf the act throughout
the province. The act should be placed
in every postoffice in the province and
municipal officials to whom copies of the
act have heen sent, shuuld see that this
is aone. Ot course legislative enat-
ments cannot ao-omplish everything that
is degired. What Is required is a lively
{nterest on the part of the people In see-
ing that the law is enforced. The law
says that any one who- allows a fire to
escape frora his property through care-
lessness, is liable to a flne, etc., yet people
all over the country set flre to ther
straw piles after threshing, without tak-
ing any precaution to prevent the fire
from spreading. The regulations might
be made more stringent by providing
that no one should set a2 pile of steaw
or other similar material on fire without
first providing a proper guard around the
material which it was proposed to burn;
and contravention of such provision
should have a penalty attached, whether
or not the fire escaped to other property.
Still, the matter depends mainly upon
the people themse'ves, and legislative en-
actment no matter how stringent, cannot
accomplish much without the hearty ap-
proval and support of the people.

One thing,- however, which might be
done to Improve the present regulations,
would be to provide for the putting out
of fires after they have been started.
Fires are frequntly allowed to burn for
days without any effort being made to
extinguish them. While the weather 1s
calm there is no great danger, but at any
moment a strong wind may come up and
then much property is liable to be de-
stroyed. It might he advisable to malke

it eompulgory that murlidpalities should
take active measures to put out all fires
as goon a8 they were observea, whether
or not there was any immedlate danger.
This could be carrlied out by having fire
guardians appointed in every neighbor-
hood, who would have authority to sum-
*mon the residents of the locality to as-
sist them in extinguishing fires. If this
were done, many fires could be extins
guished while thoe weather was tavorable,
which it allowed to run, as they often
are, would prove destructive in case ot
& brisk wind arvising.

It has been suggested that the mun!-
cipali*les should be compeled to plow
fire guards. The objection to this 1s that
these guards would provide an excellent
place for the propagation of noxtous
weeds. In many municipalities the pubiic
rcads are not kept free from weeds, and
ft i3 not desirable to provide rurther
breeding places for weeds. A better plan
would be to burn guards, if a proper mrn-
chine for this purpose could be had. Mu-
chines for burning fire guards are now
obtair able and if it can Le shown that
these machines are efficlenr, 1t woulq,
perhaps, be & wise thing to make it com-
pulsory upon the mn:. . i, ai1ues to burn
fire guards.

THE RLETATOR SXSTEM

The excellent elevator system which
Manitoba enjoys has proved of great
advantege to the farmers of the country
this season During the recent railway
strike, when railway traffic was demor-
alized, the farmers would have been
obliged to stop marketing thelr graln
but for the fine eleva!> r system, which
aftorded room to accoramodate all the
grain offered. Even after the strike the
rush of grain to market was so enormous
that the rallways were taxed to their ut-
most capacity to take the grailn away
fast enough to keep space in the clevators
for further receipts. Without this eleva-
tor gsystem wfanitoba would bLe in baad
shape every fall when the rush of grain
beging  As it te the farmer wan sture
his grain in the elevators more cheaply
than he could provide storage at his farm
for his crop; and he has the further ad-
vantage that if he stores In an elevator
he can take advantage of any advance
fn the market to sell his grauin in a Iump.
This he could not do if he stored at his
farm, as it might take him weeks to
have his grain hauled to market, while
grain stored in a rallway elevator is mar-
ketable in & lump at any time. A few
rersons have tried at times to stir up
an agitatiorn against what they allege
to he an elevator monopoly. Demagogic
motives have, no douht, been at the bot-
tem of much of this talk. The wise and
thoughtful farmer however, who, no
doubt, fully appreciates the advantage
of the elevators, will retuse to allow pro-
feustonal agitators and drmagugues to
make capital for themselves, and a tool
of him, by crediting their rantings re-
gardings the alleged elevator grievances.
There {is
monopoly it Manitoba. The regulations
Tegarding elevators, which have led to
the establishing of our present efficient
expeditious and inexpensive system of
handhing grain, have proved an inestima-
ble boon to the farmers of this coun-
try. The main concern df those who are
hunting up alleged grievances is to fur-
ther their personal aims and ambitions.
The farmer who wiil give these people o
wide birth and make the best use of the¢
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