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MANIITOBA MHAT ORUP
'rlàe Manitoba departmnent er agricua-

tcro bas Issiiet a revIseti statpnolo'- of
uIie %vle*t croi) et the province which

maltes a, material reductien ln the yiel.
Foillwilg Is the reviseti statemeat:

Area la Yid. Total
District. Crop. Per Acre. Yiold

Nortllavstern ... 70,235 17.33 1,21P.212
,, uthwestern ... 4,665 15.31 7,006,851
North Central..19ù,638 14.6 2,764,251

sucîCentral . .227,400 1,_9 2,7Î06,060
Fastern ........... ao 5360 6-2 6-66,4Z2

Province......9D9,698 14.5 l4,371,SOq
The eamiier cstImtt madie an average

geld et 18.57 bushels per acre anti a total
ýrop of 18,565,198 bushels.

The revlsed statement deals witb wheat
'I.If oats hati heen likewise deait
ah. I s prubable that the ylit woulti

have heen reduced te even a greater
percentage than bas been the case %vith
ahe at.
Thbe figures of the wbeat ci-op gîveni

,îlu',4 are for the Province et Manitobia
oriy. There are ne figures avallahie for
the Teritories. but vli the latter atiieci.
the total cmop fer our wheat heit 'avoulti
bo net far fromn 20,000,000 bushels.

UOf OR~ANGE OlF VHUAT GIRIAflE
The lirst action et the standards board

aft er It assembleti ln Winnipeg on
,WM'edtiesdY taSt. Oct. 21. 'aas te consider
the question et the changes ln the wheat
gr aIeS as announceti by the deparýmeflt
,,, inianti revenue. 13efefre the changes
a 4uud go Into, effect, they have te be
publisheti four times ln the ofnial Ga-
,.ette. Three puhicationûfl ad already
beeri given. anti the fourth one ahoulti
al jîcar in the usue.i ortier on Oct. 24. It
'a as untierstood that if the standards
à,diid opposed the changes, that the de-

partmeflt N'oulti Nvithhetdi the fumther
i-ubhecatierl. se that no0 changes would be
u.,ade titis year.

The standards bearti after geing lInte
tile matter f ully promptly tiecideti that
it %vould nlot be atisable te make, tRie
,îanges ia the grades. The boardi aas
.aniost unaninious on this point, only
t\%o nemhters, hoth et wvhea' are Mani-
toba Farmacrs' Instittite men, (Messrs.
1. ider anti Postlethwatle), votiflg for the
(.hanges. The board, however, asked that
>,- .ured wheat bu net mixed in the gra-les
~,t No.1 anti No. 2 bard anti No. 1 North-
vrit. Under the olti regultttiotls scoureti
%. heat wvas permitted la ail but the No. 1
liard grade. Following la the resolutien

1 ,assed by the board:
MNoveti bY Mr. Underhill. secondeti bv

,'.r McQueen. -Resoiveti, that this
,tndards tboardi reconimenti te the con-
iriilter ef InIandt revenue that the

,a'.-nges la tho classificationi et grain
grades now heing gazettet inl the Cati-
ada Gazette be net put la force ana
that the departinerit Instruct ail ln-

;qîeeors te permnianently exclude scoureti
;% heat from the grades et Ne. 1 antiNe
2 biard andi No. 1 Northerri.'

The action of the standards board fuliy
nflrmms the course taken by the Coin-

, (rcli In regard te thie proposeti changes
In the grades. TRie tarmners bnci a major-

Ity ef one on the board. and 'tei-en
lution reîcrcseats tie viens ef the mmrm-
erg regaruling the matter. It 1.9 te be
liopeti the <lepartmeat wiii nowv net
promptly andi save tbec grain trace of lia'
country tram the state ot chaos Intn
%%Iileh it wveulti ho threovn bY its aecisîn!,
te change the grades at sucia an unrea-
sinable time.

Tihe action of tlae Winnipeg huard or
trace ln sending Secrefary Bell te Otta-
w a te expostuiate a ith the departinent
has been productle af gcod resuits aftci
ail. It wvas tbrougbi the action of tht,
board et trade that tbe departaient wa.-
lniduced to agmte to stop the entorcement
ot the proposeti changes ln flic grades

If tho st-indarde board shouid decicie
ngainst the chatig.-s.

PRAIRIE~ FIRES
In view~ of the grent loas from pral.rie

lires each year, lI, is wortb whlle consiti-
erlng If more strIngeat regulutions ceuld
net be macle wlfh a vlew et reducinr. the
nuanher of IIr-'s. The present iat%' 19 quite
Plain]- aise îoidsvseere punish-
ment f nr the starirfng of flmes, but nlot-
ivlthstanding this It fa. generaiiy admitteti
that most tires are the result et caitecss-
ness anti negleet. Quite a niumber ot de-
structive fires have occurreti fromn bura-
lng straw, after tbreshing, through ne-
glect te provide, proper guards to pre-
vent the tire from, sprendIng toi the
Prairie. Parties wvho altoweti lires te es-
cape la this way bave la a few cases
been ccompelleti te pay hca%3 tosts fur
tlhe damage-1 donc, but tis bas not
preveti a sufilcient wamnIag to others,
andl the negIeéï still goes on. Perhaps
the lawv regarding the starting (0f lires
15 net generally unclemstood througbevî
the country, though the dnpartineat bas
taken speclal pains tbis season to distrib-
utc printeti copies ùf the net throughout
the province. The act shoulti bu placeti
la every postofIce la the province and
municipal officiaIs te u~hont cupies et the
ac-t liavA tien sent, shuuld sce that this
1.s donc. Of course législative ena. t-
m(-n t q caran.t a.. .- mpilish tý%ryftAln tLat
Is desireti. What Is requmeti is a lively
tnterest on the part of the peupcle la sce-
Ing that the Iaw Is enterceti. The law
says that any one ivho, allows a tire te
escape frora his proDerty thruugh car,ý±
lessaess, Is hiable te a fine, etc.. yet peopie
aIl over the cnuintmy set lire te their
straw plies aftr threshtng, aithùut tait-
lng ai»' precaution te prc-veat the tire
frein spreading. The regulatuons might
be madie more stringeat by preving
that ne one shoulti set a pile of st.-aw
or other q1milar material onî lire %aIthout
fimat pmovding a proper guard areuind the
material wvhich It %vas proposeti te humn;
anti contravention af such provision
shoulti have a penalty attacheti, whethem
or net the lire escapeti te other property.
Stili, the matter depentis mnlnly upon
the' people themnse1 '.es, anti legisIati,',e en-
artment ne matter how stringent, cannot
accemplisb mucb witbout the bearty ap-
pioval anti support of the peoî,le.

One thlng,- boavever, whIch mIght bce
tione te Iniprove the prcscnt regulations,
would lie te provide for the putting out

ot tires aiter tbey bave been starteti.
Fires are frequntly allewed te huma for
tinys wltheut any effort being matie to
extlnguish, themn. Wblle the waeather Is
calm theme fa ne great danger, but at any
moment a strong wind may reine up andi
tht-ii much property la hiable te lie de-
stroyecl. It mIght lie ativisable te, malce

it tnompulRilry that Chliîatissould
tnke active mensures to put out ail fires
as sean as they %vere observed, whether
or not there %vas any Inimediate danger.
T2his coulci bo carrIeti eut by having lire
guardiftns appolnted In every nelhbor-
hood. whio would have authority te sumn-
linon the residents of the locaiity to as-
sist theni ln extinguishing fIres. If thls
wc'îe clone. mac»' tires couid lie extin-ý
guistied %vhille the wveather wvas favorable,
îvbich If alloved to rusi, as they often
are, %vouid prove destructive ln case of
a brisk wvInd artsing.

It has be'en suggested that the muni-
cipaliles shoult ieh compoleti to, plowv
fire guards. '"lhe objection to this Is tnat
these guards wvould provIde an excellent
place for the propagation of nioxIiiB
wveeds. In many munielpalîties the public
rcauls are not kept frte frein weecls, and
it Io nlot desirable te prov 16e rurtber
breeding places for wveeds. A better plan
w'ould be te, hur guards, If a proper nrt-
chline for tibis purpose caulti b, haa. 'Mua-
chines for hurning flre guards are now
obtair all' andi If It can Le shutn that
theso machines are eflicient, fi would,
pei-haps, he a wise thing to maikf It coia-
pulsory upen the ni.n. i. a à.,c±s to hura
tire guards.

The excellent elevator system, which
Manitoba enjoys bas provecl ef great
advantp.ge to, the farmers of the country
thîs season During the reeent railway
strike, wvhen rail% ay traffic was denier-
alized, th<e taimers wouiti have been
obligeti te stop marketing their grain
but for the fine eleva ,.r systeta, -which
afforded room to accoaan'.odate ail the
grain oftered. Even after 'he strike the
rush of grain te market vas se c-normnous
that the railways w~ere taxed te thieir ut-
mpost capaclty te take the grain away
fast enough to keep space la the elevatoirs
fer furtiier receipts. Wlthout this eleva-
tor qvqtem ?%anitobha would bu la biad
shape evcry fall %when the rush et grain
brgins Aq If lq the tarir tan sture
bis grain in the elevators more cheapiy
titan he could pros ide storage at lits farta
for bis crop; and he bas the f urther adi-
vantage that if be stores ln an elevator
hie can take ativantage ot any acivnnce
ln the nmarket te seil is grain la a lump.
This hi, coulti fot do If he storeti at bis
farni, as It mnight take hlm wetks te
have bis grain hauleti te market, while
grain stored ln a railway elevator Is mar-.
ketabie la a lump at any time. A few
x.ersons have trieti at tîmes to stir up
an agitation agalnst what they ailette
to 1-P an elevater mc>aopniy, Dernagogie
motitves have, ne doubt, heen at the bot-
tcrr of mnuch of this talk. The wise and
thoughttul farmer however, who, ne
deubit, fully appreciates the ativantage
rbf the eleviteors, wllI refuse te alloiv pro-

fsinlagitators and dvniagugues te
makeý capital for themselves, anti a tool
of him, by crediting their rantings re-
gardings the allegeti elevator grievances.

monopoly In M1anitoba. The regulations
riaing clevators. which have leià te

.the establlshing ef eur present efficient
expeditteus andi Inexpensive systema ot
handlxng grain, have proveti an Inestimna-
hie boon te the farmers et this coun-
try. The main concern ôt those whe are
hunting Up allegeti grievances is te fur-
ther their personal alms andi ambitions.
The fariner 'who wailI give these people a
wldo birth andi nako the best use ef theO


