THE CRITIC.

Salmon River.—Tho approaching completion of tho new and poworful
mill at this mine will onable an inereased output to be obtained next year.
Tho roturns she.~ 6415 tous crushed, and a yield of 2070 ounces. averaging
6 dwis., 10 gror | against 7633 tons and 2032 ounces during the yoear 1889.
Tho uniformity »f the yield of large amounts of quartz in thia miue is
worthy of notico. Up to date this mino has yiolded 35,270 vunces frow
79,4506, tons of quarlz,

At Killag crushing has commenced, the Decomber roturns of the Kileag
Company being 51 ounces from 45 tops. At othor points in 1lalifax
County there is little now to report.

Tho Westorn Gold Mines wero visited by Mr Madden, Doputy Inspee-
tor, who reported that thoy aro worked-with proper regard to the safety of
tho men cinployed. Tappond a momo. of his visits :

The retures show :—

T'ons. (077 Duwt, Gre,
Brookfield ....oerieeeneeeeae. 2600 1643 )
Malagaeeccecies < vierennee 6398 3809 18 12
Whiteburni...coreeen v evueees 960 S0 0 0

Thore was a large attendanco of members at the monthly meeting of the
Nova Scotia Gold Miners' Association held at tho Halifax hotel on Wed-
nesday Inst. It is repurted that considerable routine business was transacted,
and that the association had undor discusison a propositon to petition the
Dominion Governmont to order a survey by the geological department of
the mineral grounds of this Province. The mecting did not, however,
commit itself to any resolution on the subject, and it will shortly Le
Lrought up again for action. Tho association wul hold its quarteriy meet
ing on July 4th at Wavorley.

Oxnyx.—Sometling About Its Working and s Use in House Decoration.

Onyx is coming into general use for decorative purposes. With the
formation of a syndicato to work tho Mexican mines aud with the discovery
of onyx in other places, its uso has extended ustil it is Lecoming uno of the
most fashionable decorations in New York. Onyx is a peculiar formation
caused by drippings mixe.l with mineral and earthy substances under heat
and pressure. This is not au exact geological defiuitivn of it, but 1t tells
what it is. Onyx is usually discovered in caves ur uther natural oponings,
and in a mineral neighborhood. The most beautiful kind of ouyx is furmed
by various kinds of minerals running through it iu streaks and tints.

Onyx is the samo improvement over fine marble that marble is over
ordinary stome. It also costs as much more. Theso are two reasons why
people who are putting up fine houses in this town are besinning to use it
It dififers_from wmarble in taking on a higher degree of polish, in Leing
harder, with a greater reflection, a firmer grain, more refined and dolicats
tints and preltier streaks. Streaked marble is not popular, because it is
usually not streaked in a way to add to its decorativo offect. In onyx the
delicato greon fern, roddish and brown stroaks, appear beautifully on an
ivory background.

Onyx is got out in as large blocks as it can bo quarried.  The quarrying
has to be dono with wedges and saws, as it cannot be blasted or dug out
with safety. Tho grain and stroaks are so delicate that a blast might spoil
thousands of dollars’ worth. Ono cave of onyx was ruined by the uso of
powder. The man who owned the cave started to get out the onyx by the
slow process of saws and wedges. 1o got out soveral car loads, when the
thought struck him that ho could take all the onyx out of the cave at ono
blast. So he put his men to work and drilled through the cave, arianging
his blast s0 that it would have §40,000 or $50,000 worth of onyx to be
shippedat onco. Tho drill holes were charged and the blast was oxploded.
None of tho onyx was fit for use excopt in mosaics and such work. ‘Ihere
was not a sound bit four feot long in the cave. This taught the other onyx
miners a lesson, acd no shocks and blasts or detonations aro allowed in the
cave or in thoe neighborhood, for fear that the onyx may bo cracked or that
somo small cracks may be enlarged.

Onyx is worth in the rough from $3 to €15 pot cubic foot. Tho price is
not steady, as it doponds on the domand and the length and shape of the
block got out, as well as tho appoarance of the onyx.  The market for onyx
is somothing liko tho market for meerschaum, only less regular. A man who
buys a block of onyx takes it to somo extent on speculation. Io does not
know how it will sgaw and polish. There may be cracks insido of it which
he does not see, and the grain and streaks on the outside may not be carried
through.

Tl%o onyx in ils rough state looks like other stalactites and stalagmnites,
though it might bo taken for marble by any ono not in tho business. It is
worked much as marble is, by sawing and polishing, except that moro care
has to Lo oxcrcised and that the polishing is moro diflicult. When it is
worked up it will soll for 81 to §5 a square foot, according to its appearance
and size.

Somo dealers mako onyx up in mantels, but oven though an onyx man-
tel is costly, tho dealers do not Jike to make it up in that shape, as thoy say
that it vuigarizes tho ounyx end will end in cheaponing it. Onyx
is beautiful for tables, mirrors, and panels. Thero aro only four or fivo
dealers in it now in Now York, but when the new syndicato begins shipping
hero steadily, onyx will bo pushed. Itis no moro rare now than the finer
warble used to bo,

e ———

RarsED Ur :~This is Lo centify that for years T had been a sufferer from dyspepsia
atd for tho pzat aix months ending the middle of May, 1890, I wax bed-fast, when 1 come
meaced takiog K. D. C. which I am happy to say so far restored me to health that 1 am
gow ablo to attend to my houschold duties, To any suffeiing from this diseaso I would

iy recommend K, D, C.
Mns, E, McDoxaip, Graaville, P, E. T,

CARPETS, OIL CLOTHS, ETC.

Targo arrivals of Carpeta, personnlly selected from the latest productions of tho
leading British Manufacturers, new and effective coloring, and pleasing designs in

Wilton, Axminster, Velvet, Brussels, Tapestry, Wool, &¢.
. Qilcloths and Lineleums,
1 to 8 Yarde, in New and- Striking Dexigus,

W. & C. SILVER, “"dem.fosinidy

Portable Fngines, Rotary Saw Mills,
SHINGLE MAGHINES, &ec.

I have been appointed SeEcIat AcexT for the sale of

THE ABELL PORTABLE, TRAGTION AND TWIN CYLINDER COM-
POUND ENGINES ARD BGILERS.

In ¢ upetition with all the uthes leading engines Lult in the Duminion, the Abell Fort-
able Luzines and Baiters have Leen awarded 13 §0LD HEDALS, Leiug the entire number .

olfered, and 27 FIRST PRIZES, Their leading features are Lightness, Power, Durability,
Econowy, Simplicity of Constiuction, Safety frumn fire or explinion, Beauty of Design and
Quality of Worlinaasuip, ‘They are apecially suitable for driving Rotary or Shinglo Mills,
Agricultaral or uther Madhiuery. 1'or Hlustrated Gircalar and Prices, and for Statwary
Lugines and Beilers, Ratary and Shingle Mills, Lath and Barrel Sawing Machinery,
‘Furbine Water Wheaels, Girist Mill Machinery, Planers & Matchers, Moulders, Band Saws,
aad all kiuds of Waod Working Machinery, addrers,

TRURD, H. §.

ROBT. SMALLWOOD. - T

H. D WARREN, PREST. & TREAS. CHAS., N, CANDEE, secTY.

The GUTTA PERGHH & RUBRER JUANE'G £0. of Toranto,

MANTFACLTURRIERS ONF

MONARGH, RED STRIP & LIOK RUBBER BELTIXG,
SUCTICNW HCSE, STEAM & AIR HOSE,
For ROCK DRILLS,.ccecnnene. VALVES, PACKINGS, SPRINGS, Etc.
Rubber, Cotton and Linen Fire Hose.
Men’s Macintosh & Rubber Surfaced Clothing.

Main Office and Warercoms, 43 YONGE ST., TORONTQ, ONT.

Branch Ofices, Montrea & Winnipeg. Factories, Parkdale, Toronto  Corres pondence solicited

ARE YOU SUITED

WITH

CGLASSES?

IF NOT,

TRY A PAIR

FoOX

W. H. Bannister’s,

Optician,

(Graduate of New York Optical College.)

{36-GRANVILLE STREET-136

HALIFAX, N. S.

T.ots of peoplo don’t know that they can buy

American Express Co.'s Mozey Ordzrs,

payable in all parts of the United States,
Cavada and Europe, for about half tho price
of P. 0. Money Orders or Bauk Drafts,

And that thoy can also buy
UNDERWOOD'S and STEPHEN'S INKS,
All Kinds of BLANK BOOKS,
ENVELOPES, from 76¢. per Thousand up,
1000 pagoe LETTER BOOK, § Bound, for 31.50,
Tho Celebrated SHANNON FILE, &¢., at

KNOWLES’ BOOKSTORE,

Cor, Georges & Qranciile 8irects,

Corner George amd Hollis
streets, Halifax, N. S,

aeme

Granville St.

Armp 2nd Nary Depot, Granvilie S

FULL STOCK QROCERIES, viz.;
SUGAR, Cut Loaf, Granulated, Pulverized
Porto Rico.
TEAS and COFFEE, best valuo in the city
CHEESE, English and Canadian Stilton,
FLOUR, best Pastry and Superior.,
OVIMEAL and CORNMEAL,
BUTTER and LARD (in10, 5and 3 1b tius),
MOLASSES, Diamond N., Golden Syrup.,
PICKLES, Assorted; Lazenby and Crosso
and Blackwell.
SAUCES, Woercester, Harvey, Nabob, etc.
JAMS and JEILLIES, Crosse & Blackwell,
Keiler 2nd Morton.
FRENCH PEAS, MUSHROOMS,
CAPERS, ctc.
TRUFFLES, CAPERS and OLIVES.
SOUPS, in tins. Huckin’s Ameaican.
CANNED and POTTED MEATS.
CONDENSED MILK, Swiss and Truro.
BISCUIT, English. American & Canadian
BENT'S WATER CRACKERS and
WAFERS.
RAISINS, Q}EJSIIRANTS, FIGS, DATES,

RAD 3S.
TOBACCO and CIGARS, Havana,

JAS.SCOTT & CO.
—RELIABLE—

FloweriVegetable

i Ih)

Iustrated Catalogue Free.

Buckley Bros.

87 & 39 BARRINGTON STREET.
201 BRUNSWICK STREET.




