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THE ROMANCE OF A JESUIT.

From the French of Do Beugny d'Hagerne. )
Cuarren X.

The very day of his arrival in Paris, Charles Durand wen
to see Poro d'Aradon and had a long conversation with him.
After listoning to the young mun's story and asking o foew
explanutions, the Jesuit gave him some little advice and con-
cluded by saying : .

_** Of course your first step must be, renouncing your mis-
sion. lor this purpose 1 would recommend you to address
yourself to the Minister personally, rather than to Meynaudior
who hag ends of his own 1o serve. I know something of the
Minister, and though he has not been very scrupulous anbout
the means ho has employed for attaining what he had in view,
he is at heart o just and cruth-loving man. I should not be
surprised if your frankness might not stand you m good
stead, but until you have seen him wo cannot decide on what
is best to be done.”

In reply to Charles' letter asking for an interview, the
Minister_requested him to communicate Ins mtelligence to
Maynaudier, but on Charles writing again and saying that
his communications were for the Muuster's ears alone, an
appointment was made for the next morming. After the
!in;t formalities were over, Charles thus addressed the Min-
ister :

. ‘Imust, in the first place nform you, sir, that n this
Jesuit matter I havo come to conclusions which are dinmotri-
cally opposed to those which my letters may have led you to
look on as probable. I was sent to St. Acheul to see what
was going on, and to report on whatever discoveries I might
make. In vain have 1 exnmmed, investigated, scrutimzed
what was passing before my oyes; in vain have I playedithe
spy and sought to solve supposed mysteries. The only result
has been that I am convinced how much the Jesmt Socicty
has been misunderstood ard mieropresented. What I have
discovered is that Jesuits are men whoso only purpose m hfe
1s to sanctify their own souls while workmg for the salvation
of their fellow-men.”

* Young man," said the Minister dryly, ¢ surely you are
not amusing yourself at iy expense, und yot thero 13 no com-
mon sense in what you say. The Fathers must have been
taking you in, and really this is by no means the result I
anticipated when 1 confided to you so delicate a nussion as
that of investigating what was going on among the Jesuits.”

4 }'Im.l you wished for some fresh accusations againgt the
Jesuits it was hardly necessary for you to have sent me among
them for three months, T even acknowledge that, failing to
discover anything, I was myself often tempted to coin some
fresh charges agamnst them."

“ T am not speaking of cafumnions accusations, for I had
no need of you to furmsh me with any smce our hbraries
abound in boohs teeming with such mventions ; but there are
n‘lso some perfectly true things which nught be smd agamst
the Order. The Jesmts have been guilty of great faults, of
crimes even, thewr lnstitute has a detestable end 1n view,
their constitution 1s amost Machiavelun code, leading to.much
that is fatal to the tranquility of States. We know for cer-
tain that at the present tine they are conspieing agawst us,
and we wished to discover what were these plots and the
conscquent dangers that were threatenmgus.  Now, although
you lind been represented tons- as a most mtelligent young
man, you have failed in finding out what we wanted to know
and have allowed yourself to be out-witted. ’

* Lonly lny claim to an_ordinary share of intelligence and
by niy success in_my studies and examinations think 1 have
justitied that claim. T went to St. Acheul perfectly unbur-
dened by any religious scruples. 1 belioved n nothing, and
as for the Jesuits, I held them to be as black as they aro
painted. - At first I believed in the future success of my mis-
sion, but, in spite of myself, I soon found out that there was
nothing to discover.  Still, I lioped against hope, finding it
difficult to acknowledge myself beaten, and whilst deceiving
you I was at the same tnue deceiving myself.

* Now. 1 acknowledge my defeat, and have come here to
tell you that, having utterly failed m my mission, I have no
rightto the promised reward. Perhaps I should not say that

[ have failed, .ince I was rent to St. Achoul to report truth-
Jully what T discovered, and T am telling the truth though all
my hopes of advancement may fall to the ground by my do-
ing so,

% When I entered St. Acheul my heart was filled with
hatred of the Jesuits and my mmnd with prejudices. I have
seen and studied the Order, and after beginmng by admiring
it I have ended by respecting and loving it."”

“ You sghould have wound up by becoming a Jesnit your-
self.” ’

« Thatis what 1 wished, but for the present I am not con-
sidered worthy of so doing. 1 avowed to the Superior all
the plan which had been laid, but you may trust in his
seerecy and diseretion, more particularly as this is not the
first time that such an attempt has been made, and has proved
a cqomplete failure.”

¢ 1 guppose the Suporior told you what to say to me ?**

+ e told me to tell the exact truth, and that is what I have
done.”

The Minister was lost in thought for 2 few moments and
then said : * You can see for yourself that yon have not per-
formed what was expected of you. However, I give you
credit for your candour, since you might easily have deceived
me, a8 it was your interesi to do. I will see later what I can
do for you and in the meantime I can assure you of my re-
spect and estecm.” .

«That is a reward of itself, sir.”

«I will try to beslow on you some other. If you havonot
seen Moynaudier o not go to him, and if you are obliged to
seo him, sny nothing of this business, nor indeed to any one.
You may leave me now and to-morrow or next day you shall
hear what I have decided about you.”

Two days later Charles Durand was sent for by the Minis-
ter, who said :

I have been thinking of you u goed deal, and although I
do not agreo with you nor share your enthusiusm, I am pleased
at your frankness. I can offer you a situation as my under-
secretary if that will suit you. It i+ a slight indemnity for
the disagreeablo task I imposed on you, and if yon think
yourself indebted to me in any way you can repay me by your
zeal and punctuality in performing the duties of your ofilce.
1 hope these Jesuits have not turned you into a bigot 2

«I hardly know what yon mean by the term, but I have
made up my mnd to live henceforth as a good Catholie.”

* Go to Mass as much as you like, and if yon perform your
duties correctly I will not pretend to know that vou do so.
Your salary is small but I will try to augment it.

«“1 have received good news from Rome, and since you
have been mwixed.up in the business I may as well tell you
about it. M. Rossi informs me that Cardinal Lambruschini
has persuaded the General of the Jesuits to write to the
Superiors of the French houses recommending prudence.
Hoe tells them to yield to the storm and to close those houses
whichi have been specially marked out for animadversion.
As for me, I consider that the Jesuit question is at an end,
and I do not regret the failure of our attorapt since the oppo-
sition has a weapon the less to direct against us. Now come
tomorrow at nine o'clock, and my head secretary shall show
you what your work is to be.”

When Charles, a few days afterwards, announced to Pere
d'Aradon the gool fortune that had befallen him, the Jesuit
pointed out that it would be well for Charles to continue his
law studies and prepure for taking lus doctor's degree, since
a change of ministry might at any time cause the loss of his
appointment.

He then gave the address 35 Rue de Sevres as whers he
might be found in future.

¢ Are you leaving this house then, Father 2

+ Yes, 1t will be closed for a time.”

*The Minister mentioned to me something about a letter
from the General.” )

# Just so ; and we are following his advice by shutting up
this house for a while.  An old Father and two Brothers only
will remain in it and the rest of us will go to the house which
our Fatliers have bought, Rue de Sovres. St. Acheul, too, is
to be closed, and the novitinto transferred to Tesenheim in
Alsatin. In timo there will therefore be twonovitiates in-
stead of one, and we shall likawisoe have two houses in Paris.
This will be the result of the efforts mudo by our enemies,”



