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been attacked that at the present :ime thZ
eight frigates are nearly all completed— tt‘ae
Konig Wilkelm and Frederick Karl arein
active service—-the Kaiser and Deuich and
were recently launched ~the Great Elector is
just completed,and the Frederick der Grosse
and Prussen are rapidly approaching com-
pletion. All those vessels ara exceptionally
powerful both in armour and armament and
form alone a compact and powerful squad-
ron.”

The writer then says:—‘“The three last
named were constructed in German dock=
yards; the Greal Eleclor (Grosse Kurlurst)
having been recently launched at Wilhelms-
haven, the first production of that important
Naval Arsenal. They are all sen-going tur-
ret ships on the same model. They carry
nineinch armour plaiing and fen inch plating
on the turrete. lu each of the latter are {uwo
twenly-eix cenlimetre (uearly 10} inches)
Krupp guns sowmewhat more powerful than
the British fen 1uch guns carvied by the Ier:
cules. Sultan and Monarch, The Kaiser and
Deuichland are broadside vesseis built in
Epgland from designs by My, Reep. They
have & protected central battery and carry
plates of ten inch thickness. Their armament
is composed of the twenty'six centemetre
guns just mentioned, and two of twenty-one
centemetres (equal to 8-15ineh) slightly su-
perior in Power to our own guns of eight
inches. They have engines working up to
an indicated power of 8 U0 horscs which has
only been 8urpasscd by three vessels—two
in the Rritish Navy, and ona the Koniz 1 il-
Jelm flying the same flig as (hemselves,

« The Kaiser €04 Deutchland says the wii-
ter in the 17nes 2bove quoted, are superior
in dimensions, sbeed, equipment ang power
of resistance 10 a0y Russiay vessel, and in
comparison with the British Navy (hey are
only equalled, and not surpassed, by the
Sulton, Hercules v Xonarch, \hat is in com-
purison with ocean'going ironclads of the
same class.”

The writer then £0¢8 on 1o eay that four
out of the six ironelad corvettes contemplat.
ed in the scheme are nearly ready for se,
that Y they arve not unlike our Depastation
and it is said &re only surpissed by the
Inflexible

Of the twenty unarmoured coivettes (B zre
afloat, ‘“two of them are larger than (he
others and are designed on the model of the
Britieh Jnconstanl.”' **8ix torpedo vessels
out of twenty-eight arc finished, and several
gunboats.” . * * * “In esiimating the

,{gmoréheee vessels it sbould be remem-
: bpred that the great majority of them are of

H j‘{ééénf construction, They are conse
5 ly,Mngd with all the improvements
“Mhaxthe most complete experience could sug
Sgest. Few of them. if any, are compromises
#%eiween one type.and avother patched up
3aftered 1o suig one system, after cruising
Tor'yeats with fittings arranged in accordance
with another., Hull, engines, armauient, are

41l of the ' most modern description. Their

newness in itself ig an element of strength as
the period of their duration must naturally
extend further into the future, This is more
particularly the case as regards their m:ch
inery, and especially their boilers which so
goon sufter fiom the raviges of time, TFew
of them are of wood, and in this respect they
hve a considerable superiority over most of
the ironclads of Frauece, so mny i w!
are constructed of that m-terisl i1
represent an effective force niore thun equiv.
alent to an equal number of vessels in the
service of any other power.”

On this last clause Broad Arrow makes
the following comment : —

el

‘“ When & writer in so rsuthoritative a
publication as the Admdurgh Review deli-

‘berately states that the «hips of the Germ:un

Navy ** represent an eftective force, more
than equivalent to an equal nuiiber of ves
sels in the Service of any other Power,” he
states & fact which is worthy of the wmost
serious possible consideration un the part of
the Government of this country. I is not
our purpose to go further into the very in-
teresting article from which we have extract-
ed the above observation, nor to analyse the
list given by the author of the fifty or sixty
veseels which form the German Fleet. We
only s.y deliberately that if the above state
ment i3 true, il is time thai some serious
steps shou'd be tuken Ly us to remedy a
state of things which all Enghshinen ought
to look upon as utterly wiong. We are not
alarmists. We are perfectly well aware
that not ships alone, but men to min the
ships also, are necessary to make a navy ef-
fective. The men, to a certnin extent, we
have ; but, in these days, mechanizal ap-
pliances of all kinds, ordnance aud ships,
count for a great deal more in proportion
th«n they did in Nclsoun's days. Wil the
British Government never te couvineced
that no expenditure—we repeat. literally no
expenditure—would be grudged by the na-
tion if it were honest'y employed in keep

ing our Navy really thoroughly superior to
that of every other nation under thesun.
The peng which passes through the mind
of every Englishman as he reads the ubove
quotalion nwounts to & mental impench -
m-nt, not of the present Fust Lord alone,
but ot every political personnge 10 whom,
either in the past or the present, any res-
ponsibility could be at all traced, We may
be accused o: writing vehemently on a point
which after all hus not been proved. Well,
let it be disproved. The stutement is a
challenge. Weassert it to be a most serious
matter that our best vessels, and even a
great many of. our best vessels, are not
cqual to un equivalent number of the Ger.
man Fleet. For the moment this may not
mean much, but it is not impossible that all
Europe muy be ablaze almost before these
words reach our reader’s eyes, and that
Germany and England may be ranging
themselves on different sides. By itself the
German Fleet is still no doubt, interior to
ours, but what a magniticent naval adition
to a Rusgiyp squadron a German contingent

‘would be which consisted of a dozen iron.

clads and frigates, which England could not
match !

Broad Arrow should remember that the
world does not stand etill—apart from the
fact that it is not necessary to follow all the
vagaries of Prussia, it is questicnable wheth:
er the conclusions drawn by the writer in the
Edinburgh Review are correct, The force of

a vessel is in her armament, and if report
speaks correctly, the Krupp guns with which
the German fleet is armed, are anything but
powerlul or reliable ; besides France is alive
to her own interests, and the following from

the Army and Navy Gazelleis at least a littie
reassuring: —

“ For gome time after the late wir the
French neglected their fleet, a1l the national
euergy heing directed towards the reorgani
zaticn of the army, 1ix.Ministers of Marine
and Admirals were appointed by Parliament
to sit upon military commissions, and to.day
an ex Firet Lord ard Admiral is president of
the commiitee which has just drawn up its
report on the administration of the army~—
Admiral Pothnau. As ap excuse for this,
it must bte remembered that numbers of
tars fought on shore during the war with
Germany. Several of the detached forts
round Pa:is were commanded “by Post
Captains and manued by sailors, whilst sec
tious inside were placed under the orders of
¢uch Admirals as La Roacierre le "Noury.
Saisset, etc. The fort of Montrouge lost
four captaing. At the beginning of the war
Admiral Fourichon was War Minister at
Tours, Admiral Guevdon commanded in
Algeria. Several naval officers were placed
in command of brigades, and even divisions.
General [aidherbe, who commanded the
army of the North, also commenced life as a
sailor, 2nd 80 did General Chanzy, who,
strange to sny, was wrecked when a * mid -
dy’’ off the Algerian coast, and was cast
asbore in the colony of which he is now
Governor General, Admiral Excelmans,
son of the celebrated cavalry . officer of the
First Napoleon, fell at the siege of Siras-
burg  1uie Infantry Marive fought capital*
ly at Sedan less well at St Quentin, and
when the German war was over and the
civil war was -neurly terminated, it was
Captain Treve of the Nivy who first entered
Parie, As the l1te war afforded but litile
work at sea, the two services got mixerd up
ashore, and hence miny French naval offi’
cers bave been dabbling in military matters,
Now. however, the French Navy is looking
up again, and not only has France three
squadrons cruising about on homse stations,
but she 1s rapidly getting ships ready for
ssa. La Tempele, an ironclad. meant for
coast defence, was to be lauuched Aug. 18
at Rrest, She was commenced in 1372
She will be very fast, we are told, draw very
little water, be verv solid, be invulnerable
to the attacks of the enemy, and formidable
by reason of the weight of her artillery and
her spur. She has nlso a moveable turre',
Le Vengeur, another ship ot the same type,
is being constructed ¢t the same port, and it
is only to be hoped that if we send her to
the bottom her fate will not give rise to such
another fuble as Bertrand Bariére invented
with regard to the Vengeur for the benelit of
the Convention and credulous posterity.
Most Frenchmen still believe that the first
Vengeur went down in 1794, all hands on
board, and singing the ** Marseillaise.” It
turned out on investigation that nearly all
the crew were saved, and that the Captain
breaktaated with the British Admial, and
for many years nfterwards enjoyed a pen*
sion on the condition of remuining quiet,
At Rochelort nnother ** coast guard” of the
same description is teing built, and in fact
the French naval‘yards seem to be exceed-
ingly busy, fearing perhaps lest those of
Germany may catch them up.”

la all those conteats the last guinea wil
win, and we know whete that is to be found

- even in England there is yet hope, for the



