May 9, 1876.)

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

211

bo stricter, as it is well known that a cam*
paign relaxes disciplino sorely. The system
of property accountability is much stricter,
drill moreaccurate, nnd servico much harder
end mnore wearisome.

Btill, it seems to be settled that the ex:
periment 13 to be tried, and time alone can
determine whether it will succeed, By tho
paesage of 11i0 law.the enlisted man is at
once: placed on a higher plane. e sces
before him the fair prospeoct, with good ho*
havio, ol’wlnhing a commission, and, it is
plain’ that this 'will probably induco a fur
higher class: of tien to enlist than could be
expeoted under the * custo’ system.

' Itis upon this contingency thiat the ex:
perinient will'éntifoly depend for ils succoss,
‘There is no doubt tlial the ‘casto’ system,
in the.Egglish army-ns well as cur own, has
discoureged the, enlistment of & good class
of men, The records of desertion and
courts:martidl and'the popular distasto for
enligfnient in both countries are evidence
of thisi T niake officers out of tho present
average material of the enlisted men of the
Army, would ,probably be to lower the
standaid of the” whole Army to a great de*
gree; “Itis fo (He fattire material as a whole,
and to the belter:part.of- that now existing
that we musy look:for our officers to {ill tho
. vucancies which West Point cannot sitisfy
with sufficient numberz. The raising of the
pay of sergeants, from whom sixty per cent.
and upwards of the {uture officers are to
come,is; one.measure that will tend to raice
the standard of the force; but there will be
need of many and carcful restrictions as to
education ang ability'to ‘be thrown around
the: ptovisions of..the Bauning bill if theé
Army.is not to deterjorate under its influ-
ence. ‘That its provisions will finally have &
beneficial effect Wo doubt not, for they will
place the Ay on'd firm and consislent
basis throughiout;'but the change is so radi

cal that, it swill necessitate a groat desl of
weeding from-thepresent exlisted: men.and
the enlistiygnt of n, different genéral class
beferd'it ¢an worlk smoothly throughout the
Army."

e ——————t]

"Tag following lettér giving details of an

éxtraordinary iz _ance of long -vity was ad-
dresséd to the edifor of the Vuronto Globe,
in whoso_columbs ‘it appeared on the 3rd
&p’xil’(:‘;. '.’. '.. & 9 R .
* SmiSides ‘Fedditig your observations the
other tay: Giiderfie heading of A Very
oIl Cjtizen" and:.the:assumed possibilities
of his-early agguaintanceship, I have been
enabled,-through gne of his sons from whom
T'had the iiforpialion, o fracoup a feéwfacts
of bis history which I have every reason to
believe:aracorrect, and which serve toshow
that in his tase at least, without requiring
to-falliback-on the irapgination 10 connect
his lopg.life with the niotabilities of that era,
bé'had a'history of his uwn both curious and
romantio, and' through his immediato: fore-
fathers-directly ‘connected with and partici-
pating.in that revolutionary period through
which both they and be passed. :

He bélofiked to- the Glengarry branch of
the clan McDonald. His grandlather and
* father 'were both out fighting with Princo
Charlie in the 745, They were both at Cul-
loden, His graridfather, as an officer holding
command of a portion of the clan, was
wounded, his. leg- being' broken, rnd after
lying on the field of battle all night was, in
accordance with the cruél mahdate -of:the
victoriona Duke of Cumberlaud, who had
ofdered.hisitrobps-to give no quarler to.the
xnfortunate Highlanders, on being found

next morning, propped up in a sitting pos |

]

ture against a stono fence and shot through
the head ,

Iis son, after wandering aboul in awretche
ed manner among the caves end mountains
of tho Uighinngds, escaped along with Prince.
Charlic to France ; s here it may be re-
mnrked this looks extremely likely, as the
clan McDonald appenr to have Leen most
devoted and most faithful to the Prince in
his misfortunes, and at” this time, dllbough
a reward’ of £30,000 sterling was olfercd. for
his head, tho poor Highlanders wero as true
ag alcel to him and his cause, and thé name
of Flora MeDonald will foraver bo dssoci-
ated with fhis portion of his cheqlierad his
tory, as serving to show the intensity of the
feoling.in the wholé clan, both male and
female, .

At this périod, 1746, Lower Canada iyas a
colony of France; and shortly after his
eacapo this McDonald, who fought at ‘Cul-
loden, was induced to como out and .settle
there, where at tho Jedars, about 74 miles
above Montreal, then only a French port,
liig son Joln McDonald, the subject of this
notice, wa3 born in the year 1765, on.the
17:h of March. and his baptism recorded b,
the priest of the parish on the 24th of the
game month, )

Shortly-after this son was bora his father
removed to tho States; then a colony of
Britain, and it is possible that owing (o the
taking of Quebec by General Wolfe about
four years'proviously overturning the French
domination in Canada; and thus bresking
up the French system swith which "he had
thén ‘been associoted by ties. of friendship
for about ninateen years, may ‘have had
somothing to do with his removal'to another
part of the colony,

After boing in the States—now so-called—
a few years the American Rovolution in 1775
broke out. and heré we.find this- McDonald,
whohad'been hunted like-a partfidge in'the
land of his birlh as a rebeliagainst the
existing dynasty of kings in Byitnin, espous-
ing thieir cause. against the rebellion then
broken-oiit, and fightjng through tho whole
of tho' American War faithful to the British
Crown, : e ,

And-yet fhere was nothing so incousistent
in this as st first sight would-appéar. With
the simple trust and veneration of a High-
lahder, uccustomed by ail his trdditions for
generations back {o look up to a central
head m the spirit of clanship as king over
all, ho in bis natuie abhorfed this overturn.
ing of goveroments without any headiat all
to take'its pldce. A T,

On the congldsion of the Aierlean Revo,
lition lie, as a Unitéd Empire-Loyalist, re-
ceived: Tor his sérvicés a-grant of one-thou-
zand acres of 'land ‘in:Canada, and sellled
near: Cornwall, where afterwards -several
hutidreds -of ‘his countrymen and clan

formed k settlement, and are knowad to this-

day as tho stalwart Glengarry Highlanders

Fhisispirit of fealty to the British Crown
seems-to haye animated all-his family,.as we
find that one of his sons, thi old centenarian
who died at Collingwood a few days ago,

fought all through the war of 1812 on the-

gide' of:the British, .and that anothier son
who is still living aged 9l-'years was oue of
the recipivnts of the bounty lately distri-
buted by tue'Canadian Government to all
the surviving veterans. who.could be cerii
fied as’having pacticipated in that.struggle,

Sothat this oldcitizén of ‘L1l years of age
wos, ot the period of his birth, Probably

‘among the firat, if not the very first, Cana®-

dian of Britieh parents born in the colony.

‘I'né’year of lis.birth was neatly'the samd as -

that *of ‘the First Napoleop, the Duke of
Wellington, and Lord Nelson,. those great
fighting éaptains now all dend-long g‘g"o,‘; and

although in humble circumstances compared
with such mighty names, he oamo of the
right stock of which heroes are made, and
when the day of trial came was not found
wanting, bub as a loyal citizen was found
fighting to uphold the honour of tha British
Crown as well ag the best in the land of his
aativity—~Canadn.

. I am, yours, &o.,
Davio Fruwmxo.
Collingwood, March 31, 1876,

“The defenco of Loudon from attack by
way of the Tharaes is nearly complete, so far
as is thought uneocessary at present. The
new fortilications at Oliff, below Gravesend;
and Conlhouse Point, on the opposite bank
of the river, have thelr zuns mouhted in
position, dnd the similar work at Shornmead,
on the south shore, 18 ready to raceive the
powerful armament which is lyingat the
Royal Arseaal for conveyance assocn as the
weather is sufficiently settled. These new
forts, combined with the older defences at
Sheerncss, the.Isle of Grain, Tilbury Fort,

Y |and New Tavern Fort, Gravesend; all armed

with heavy guns of the most approved
churacter, are thought t6 bs ample to pro.
vide for tha security of the metropolis and
the floyal Arsenal from the approach of an
enemy's flest.!’~—DBrond Arrow.

Ounr veaders ‘will bo gratified to learn by
the above paragraph tbat the safety of the
metropolis of the British race is at last secure
feom attack by the Thames. Its securily
from insult and danger in.any other direc-
tion must depend on the stalwart sons of the
s0il who have never been wantivg (o their
country in the hour of danger.,

The leading atticle [rom the same journal
from which the paragraph at the head of
this is copied will be found in another page,
it is entitled *Peace and Panio,’’ and points
a lezeon which we should tdke to Heart, as

| vell as the people of the British Isles, *

Conncoted with all this there js a natural
political law, which no exigeneyof state craft
should be allowed to set aside, and- that is
the primary duty of the Goverdment to pro-
vide for the national defence without.refer:
ence to any other contiagency,

Broad Arrow of 11th March has conmuni.

‘cationNo. 5{rom *Swingletres’ on * Dearth

of Artillery”’—it-will ‘be found in another
coulmn of this jssue—although it possesses
little practical .interest for out people, it
fairly depictc the.reascns why the organisa
tion in'the Regular Service is in-such a dé~
plorable state, and why clever young men
are deterred from encountering such a stafe
of aftaire ag, the writer, points out: We shall
watoh with great interést for the.remedy or
remedies he proposes, -becaiss something
valuable {0 our.own organization msy, turn
U, not that the same evils which sfflict th

regular serviceare to be.dreaded or avoided,
but as.we need a large ‘artillery--forte the
scheme for quickening promoétion propound-
éd by such an able practical writer will
surely be worth something,. - '

Wark has been commencéd for the season
on.tlie"Penitentiary at New Wéstminster.



