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Annual Report on tho State of the Militia
for 1875,

———

Hrap Quantens,
Orrawa Ist Jan, 1876,

‘The Honorablo

The Mintster of Militia and Defence, &c,,

Str—"Tho usual period for submitling the
annual report on the Militin has again ap-
proached, it becomes therefore my duty to
touch briefly on the various points «=an
which the Government shiould be inform.d

In the course of the past yoar I have had
the pleasure.of .inspecting several Brigades
and of malking wy:zelf thoroughly acquaint-
ed with tho Dominion of Canada {rom the
shores of the Atlantic to its most westerly
confines on tho Pacific Coast.

My report to the Llonorable the Minister
of Justice upon the general condition of the
North West Mounted Police, and other sub
Jjects connected with the North West Terri-
tory, under the official instructions I had
received from him, embraces a short sketch
of my journey tbrough the coruntry aud
across the Rocky Mountains to British Col-
umbia during the Summer and Autumn of]
this year. The report (B) is nunexed,

Two othor repotts to the Ionourable the
Sccretary of State having reference to the
result of my conferences with tho genoral
officers of the U.S A, commanding in Mon-
tans, Washington and Oregeon ‘lerritories,
to whom I was accredited by the American
Government, have also been duly submit-
ted.

Theso reports () wero prepared in pur
susnce of instructions I received from the

powder ia storo.

Secretary of State to confer with those ofli
cers in the course of my official tour, on tho
subject of the repreesion of crime and cap-
ture of criminals along tho international
line. They are also annexed.

The very friendly reception I met with
from all the American officers with whom I
was fortunate enough to becomeo acquainted,
in the course of that duty, will be scen in
my special reportson that subject.

My official tour between the 24th of sIny
and the 15th Novemboer embraced adistance
by the route travelled in going and return-
ing of about 11,C00 miles, of which over
2,000 miles were performed on horscback,
and 600 with puck animals.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

On reaching this Island through the pro
vince of New Brunswick I found the Militia
had not been reconstituted since Confeder.
ation and that considerable misconception
existed on the subject.

In the year 1851, it bad bLeen disbanded,
out at the time of- the Feniun commotion a
few independeut companies wereorgamzed
i conscquence of & despatch from tho Sce-
retary of State—thesa were kept togather
until July 1873. Ifound cunsiderable apathy
existed when I arrived. R

The quota for the Island is 7C0 men in 4
regimental divisions, with 1 batteries of Ar-
tltery and 12 Infantry Cumpanies. .

On my arrival I found there was n hesita-
tion to eprol under apprebension-that the
compsniés might bo linblo to he sent nto
camp on the mainland, forwhich they could
not afford time, Lut on my nssembling as
many ofticers as 1 could cotlect L set theis

f
minds at rest on that point, upon which I‘

received nssurance thot no further obstacle
existed. Permission was also given to carry
out the driil ut Company Head Quarters for
this year. .

Some dissatisfaction had existed on ac-
count of vested interests as to officer’s rank

in the Provincial Militia, not baving been
observed in the reconstruction after Confed-
e;:alo. This has been #xtisfaotorily disposed
of,
Ialso hoard complaints nt no salute hay-
ing been Fred on the Queen's Birthday
‘Thero is a battery of 6 pounder brass fields
guns in excellent order, also an earthwork
to command the entranco of .the Biy of
Charlottetown armed with 332 pounder guns
and an old iron 6 pounder, but there wns no
This has since been ro-
medied,

Misconception also existed as to furnishing
Gunrds of honor for the opening and olosing
of tho Provincial Parlinment., It was be-
lieved that such guards could only be fur-
nished by Infantry. I desired it might be
clearly understood in future they could be
supplied by any available.arm of theservice,
and that requisitions from tho Licutenant
Governor should henceforth be punctually
attended to, under provincial regulations
for payment.

The Paymaster’s Department required re.
adjustment, which has been done.

In fact, from a very unsatisfactory stste
of things, I beliove that since my visit, the
Island Militiaix restored toa proper fooling,
olothing for all the troops has since been
supplied, and the greater portion have been
trained in the pnst season,

It is suggested that a new platform for the
4 gun battery, referred to, should bo laid
down, to render it serviceatle, and that
some repairs be made to the parapets of tho
earthwork,

It is desirable that a school of instruction
should be opened at Charlottetown foryoung
officers and men. Thero are only two drill
instructors for Infantry andonefor Artillery
in tho Province, but few of the old Volun-
teer Officers will serve ngnin, therefore those
now appointed will require equal instruction
with the men.

Thero is a District Adjutant at Charlotte-
town who was a Captain in the Armyand
retained since Confederation. Isuggest he
he confirmed ; ho would be useful in the Mili.
tary School for giving general instruction,
under the Deputy Adjutant General

There aro three drill sheds, vi.: at Char
lottetown, Summerside, and Georgetown in
very good repair; that at Charlottetown is
one of the best I have scen.

I'suggest that the 6 pounder field guns in
store at Charlottetown be distributed for
practice, two to each battery of Artillery,

,Returning by the Gulf of St. Lawrance 1
visited Gasp.¢, where an Artillery Company
is formed, but without battery or guns. [
suggest two 24 or 32 pounder guns should
be supplied and mounted for prac.ico ; there
is an excellont position fur them at tho en
trance of the river.

Passing through Quebec aud  Outario
where I made inspections of several Brigade
Camps, alluded to herrafter,1 wenl by Lakes
Huron »nd Superior, and 8o reached Mani
toba.

For miilitary purposes in years to come as
well as for commercial intercourse with the
North West, it will doubtless be found no
cessary tocut a canal on Canadian soil at the
rapids of Sault Ste. Marie, ‘The present
canal, on tho American side, hias a depth of
12 feet, it could pot, however, bo used for
tl.. passage of aimed Cunadian ticops. On
tl.. opposite gide of the rapids, by cutting
throagh a narrow nesk only 500 yards broad,
a canal would be approached at both ends
water deep enough {or large vessels,

This will naturally becomo the highway to
Manitoba, and the North West, when the
ratlrond now in progress of construction from
Fort Willihm on Kaministagua Rivér in

'l‘}nunder Bay, is open,ovon as far as the Red
yer.

On tho South West side of St Joseph's
Island, and olose to Neobisch Rapids, theve
is somo Ordnanco property which is valuable
a3 affording n suitable position for a battery
to command the narrows between Lakes
Llurot and Superior.

MANITODA,

When I reached Fort Garry, the provision.
al- battalion consisted of only a few men,
thoso ivhose time bad expired had just gone,
and tho recruits had not como up. There
is an excellent barrack half amile west from
Winnipeg, but & mogozine is very much
nceded.

Tho Garrison now consists of only 100 men
of whom 25 are Artillery, with two 9 pound
er rifled gus, and two 7 pounder mountain
howitzers ; two of tho latter diseription have
been supplied to ‘the Winnipeg battery of
Militia Artillery,

the Militia of Manitoba is composed of
tvo companies of Infantry and the battery
of Artillery, the Ilatfer is in fair condition,
while the [nfantry has but little solidity.
‘The Deputy Adjutant General was about to
reconstitute the Infantry compunies which
he hoped to render more serviceable.

Owing to the fluctuating charactor of the
population of this new province, however, [
am not much impressed by the stability of
the Militia at the prezent time.

I venture to make some observations hero
from reliable information, given me on the
spot, rélating to the beneficent results aris-
ing from the-presence of a military force at
Winnipeg, since tho troubles of 2859-~70.

Since a.force has been established in their
midst, regularity and peaco have prevailed,

with protection to lifo and property, the
presence of the military and their influence
on the minds of the peo,Jo arr guarantees
ot good order.

Comnents no doubt «re made upon the
expenso of keepiug troops when their ser-
vice are not osteunsitly required, but such
remarks though reasonable enough from
persons who don't thoroughly know the
country are at variauce with the opinions of
good and true thinking men on thespot who
desire peaco and have interests at stule,
looking. to the security of the Community
and the ascendanzy of trads and commerce
over strife and disorder. I'rue enough there
has happily been no occision for calling on
the intervention of these troops, except dur.
ing a Fenian bubble, and though no troops
can be maintained without expense, yet the
money 8o expended gives scewiity and is for
the most part spent qumong the tradesmen
of the Province,

Their being only ouce c.dled vulis hardly
a criterion as to thdir u-e or uselessness.
They are always reads anl «flicicnt whea re
quired and their * grescuce alone is quite
suflicient to Kcp ocder in a mixed populn
tion composed ot different nationalities and
prej vdices, situited so cluse tothe bouadary
line of a foceign State thit the Piovinco as
yebt continues « reluge for persons of law.
less cliructer fro.n the other sile, secking
as a pretext, cnglogmeat ia various capact-
ties.

The withdiawal of o s at present from
Winunipeg weuld cuuse a leehing of alarm
apd fuseeuddity, aad I am led to Lzlieve
wight result io disturbance among the cos-
mopulitan an { as yet only o .rtially settled
populativa of that young bat thriving pro
vince.

Some illea m 5 be lofmed of the rapid in
crease of pop.ulativn in Manitoba by the fact
thay in 1872, the inhabitants of winnipeg

hardly nambered 600 souls, while now there
ace about 5 0J0.



