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A Warning voico from the Spanish
Armada.

By MAJOR OENERAL T. B, coLlansoy, R.E.
-
(Continued from page 381.)
Tk ATTack AND 1HE DEFENCE,

The plan for the invesion of England, ori-
<inally proposed by Parma and finally adopt
«d by I'hilip, was virtually the anme as that
« f all other intended invasions of this coun.
{1y, sinco Kngland wns one united kingdom:
rrimely, to Jund {ho main Lody of thein-
vading forces as near to London as possible,

nd to mako straight for that nuvn? part of
tho expedition from Spain, should first clenr
hesess of the hostile fleets, before the mili.
tary part from the Netherlands could ven-
ture to cross over. Philip does notappear
10 have realised the probability of n great
raval aclion ; his idea was to effect the junc.
tion without the knowledge of his enemy,
~nd go to take Englund by surpise, This
involved the dnngerous expediert of passing
with his fleot along the whole south flunk of
liis_enemy's position ; an operation which
Jooks impraclicable with a force like the
«'tmadn, in thoso days of slow sailing ves-
8¢ 1s; Sir W, Monson, Lowever, says that if
tl ey had followed Philip’s orders,they might
b ve got to Calais in time to defeat the
Dutch fleot, before the arrival of tho English
ileet, and so to have embarked Parmn's
jorces, As it turned out, it was precisely
this scheme of secrot combination of the
iwo paris of tho expedition which ruined it.
1lad the Armada come the year belere,when
the Queen and Burleigh were wrighting offi
cinl reminders to the Lords Licutonunts,
this plan would probably have succeeded,
Plulip's original ides appears to havo beon
threo or four simultaneous invasions ; one in
Ireland, tho Armada :n tho Jsle of Wight or
some western port, Parman on theenst coast,
and a forco from Scotland,
The reportin England (according to Stowe,
rnd probubly spread by Philip) nas, thata
French force was to be landed in tho west,
Parma in Kent, and another force in York-
shire. Tho Queen must have well known
that Franco was in no condition to aasist in
suoh and undertaking. ‘This plan of Philip's
would have had a good chance of success
provided the whole expedition had been
previously arranged for 1t ; 88 it was not so
arranged, Parma objected, and Pbhilip so far
yielded, that it was settled, that after Par
ma's {orce landed, and succeed (of which
they had hitttle doubt), the Armada was to
return and tske the Isle of Wight. as a
stronghold, and after that to proceed to Ire-
jand.,

There was a fair prospect of success, from
the Spatish point of view. Paima had ob-
tained information apout Enogland, cud had
selected the neighbourbood of Deal for the
landing place and the time after harvest,
becauso of the fertiiity of Kent and tho un-
warlike charactar of its inhabitants (thero
was n greater {orce of horse and foot raised
mn Kent, than in any other county) ; thero
were no fortified citics in England as'in the
Netheilands, and London, even then re-

markable for its wwoalth, was altogetber de-
fenceless, Lt was long since the Enghsh in

fantry had appeared with success on the
battle fields ot Europe, and altogether there
was littlo expestation ol u defence hike.that
the Netherlands had made. The fauly of
the failuro in this promising programme lay
not in his calculations and preparations.

Sailing of the Armada.
On the 30th May, 1588 (new style, which

wil! be followed throughout.) The Armsada
at last cleared out from Lisbon ; the char-
noter of their movements is well illustrated
by their having waited a month for a fair
wind, and then being thrae woeks in reach

ing Capo Finisterro (300 N. miles). And
then they were dispersed by a storm, whioh
provead the inefliciency of somo of the ships:
of the four great galleys, one foundered,and.
two wero cnplurcg by the slaves on honrd,
led by a Welshman of the name of Gwynne,
who must be recorded ns ono of the heroes
of the Armada time. The fleot sheltered in
Corunna Harbour (called tho Groine by the
English), and were 8o injured aud had so
mapy sick, that it was the 22nd of July bo-
fore they put to sea nguin.

‘Uho instructions issued to the fleet by the
Dule of Medina Sidonia (given in Bruce),
show a religious zeal, but a military martin
otism quito unsuited for a naval oxpedition.

The English flcet lying at Piymouth, ap
pears to have been remarkably deficiont in
intelligenco ns to the movements of the
cncmy ; which may bo partly accounted for
by the Queen’s refusal to allow en of war
to cruise off the cosst of Spain, They had
been ordered to cruise in ** tho Sleove,” as
they then ealled it, against thoe advice of
tho Lord Adwiral: provisions were the turn
ing point of a cruise then, and what tho
Lord Adwmiral feared most was meoting
tho Spanish fleet when he was short
of them, and ho oven thonght it weuld
bo part of their plan to starve him
out of their way. This is what would
occur now, substituting coal for pro-
visions, The Inst they heard of them was
their being driven into “'the Groine'! by the
storz.; the Queen heard of this too, and
characteristically ordered some of her war
ships 1c bo imamediately dizmantled; an
order tho Lord Admiral fortunately delayed
to execute, as ho almost immediately heard
of the arrival of the Armada at the Lizard.
Ihero is a fine lotter from Lord He—ard to
Secrotary Walsinghaw, of July 6th, suowing
Lis noble and sailorlike cheracter ; after dis-
cus:ing in good seamanlike style, tho pros
and cons of the cuse, he finishes with, * wo
must proceed by the hkellest ways, anid
loave unto God to direct for the best, and so
1 bid you beartily farewell.

From on board lHer Majesty’s good ship
tho ¢ Ark,’ the Gth day of July, 1558,

From your assured loving frien 1,
C. llowarp,”

It turned out that what they had been
doing was for the best ; for the Spaniards at
Coruuna, were also deceived by a report that
the English fleet had been dismantled in
Plymouth Harbour, and by the advice of
Do Vuldesz, their best sailor, Medina Sidonia
determined to disobey his orders and
attack the Eoglish fleet in harbour ;
for which Valdez was afterwards im-
prisoned for life. They would, how-
ever, have succeeded in surprising  Lord
Boward i harbour, bul owing 1o their ignor-
ahce of the English coast, they mistook the
Lizard for the Rum's Head at Plymoutb,und
stood for theo night, intending to enter in
the moraing, By which delay Lord How-
ard had time to warp his ships (6U in one
night) out of che Catwater where they then
lay ; and ‘o the disagreeable surprise of the
Armada, as they cameo along the Cornish
coast ¢n the afternoon of Saturday, the s0th
July, about 15 nnles west of Plymouth,they
found same 70 English vessels ready 1o re-
ceive the.

What a mght that of Friday, the 20th of
July, 1588, must have been in England :
when tha thought of it warmed the philoso-
phio Macaulay into patriotic verse:—

It was ahout the lovoly oloso of a warin summer

ny

Thore ciimo 4 gallant merchant sbip full sall to
Plymouth Bay;

IIor crow hathseen Castille’s black ficot, boyond
Aurlmti"s islo,

At carllost twliight, on tho wavaes llo heaving
many a mile.

Night snuk upon tho dusky beach, and on the
purplo sen,

Such night in l-:nﬁlnnd ne'er had boon, and ne'or
agaln shiall be,

IFrom Iddyatong to Borwlcic bounds, from Lynn
to Milford lfnﬁ'.

Thnt:lnw‘ of slutnber was as bright and busy as

1edny ;
For swift tooust and west tho ghinstly war-lames

spread,
Highon 8t Mleheol's Mount It shone ; it shono on
leachy Head,
For on the deop tho Spaniards saw, flong onch
southorn shiro,
Capo beyond Capo in endloss range, thoso twink-
ting pointsofiire.

Zhe running Fight in Channel,

And now we como to that romarkablo
running fight which lasted nine days and
extended over 4U0 miles; but I am not
going to attempt a detailed doscription of
this tournnment of ships nlong the cosst of
Englend, when thero exists so admirablea
picturo of it in that charming book * West
wardllo,"and such full account of it in Aot.
tley and Froude. ‘There are, however,someo
points about it, whioch are, I think, worthy
of attention in these dnys of discussion on
naval tactics ; n fleot of comparatively small
ships, over that time and distance, got the
botter of one of large ships, by artillery at
long range. And this waa done, not by con-
struction or armament, for these were gon-
erally tho sanfe in both fleets, but by three
qualities ; swiftness and handiness of the
ships, ar.d good scamanship. There are
some reservations to bo made in tho first
of this long fight, but the final battle ap-
pears to me to teach a clear lesson about
guns, as I shall point out when wo como to

it.

The Spanish fleet sailed in what Admiral
Monson calls * the proportion of a balf
moon.” tho centre advanced, the wings
thrown back ; the Admiral in tho centro,with
tho Rear Admiral behind him, the great gal-
leysand gslleasses on the flanks. 'As there
v s no sailing close on a wind in those days,
the crders were simple; no ship was to go a.
hend of the Admiral, or astern of the Rear
Admiral : Ilaklint, speaking of their good
order ot sailing, says thoy were ¢ threo or
four in a rank,” following cleso up ono after
tho other; and “lamden says they stretched
seven miles; this ngrees with the drawings
in Adam's and Rytber's book., And in tlus
order thay advanced slowly along the coast
of Leglind,bofore a 8. W, wind and a smooth
sea, such a8 ubo expects to find in the chan-
net m August.  Tne Duke of Medina Sidon-
13, ufter finding out lus mistake ahout tho
English fleet, resolved to make straight for
his rendezvous at Calais without stopping
for anything. The English fleet would have
got to close quarters and bourded, if they
had dared ; but the Spanish vessels wore to
high to run such ricks, and Lord Howard
kuew well that the issue to England depend.-
ed mainly on Ius thirty ships of war, So he
let tho Armada pass, and kept behind, that
was to windward, and ordered thut his ships
should not allow themselves to got closor to
the cuemy than good cunnon range, 2300 to
400 yards. Divided into four independent
gqaadrons, they carriod out this idea so wel),
that evon, when by a slant of N, k. wind the
Spaniards got the weather gage, they could
not close upon sny English ships: and the
Spanish Admiral was obliged to place his
best galless in the rear to®cover his pro.

ress,

‘The Spaninrds describo the English feot,

during the progress in the Chaunel, as sail-



