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LisuT. J. B, Vixrerof Victorin, and Captain H.
V. Enyoxps of New  Westminiter, nro our
authorlzed Axents for British Columbla,

Wo have to acknowledge the roceipt of
the report of ¢ Procaedings of the Dominion
¢ of Canuda Rifle Association™ for 1874, from
Licut.-Colonel Macrurrso¥. “The details
are already familiar to our readers and show
the energy with -which the affuirs of this
great National Institution is administered
in a striking light, ‘Tho pamphlet contains
the report of the President, Licut.- Colonel
Gzovskt; the Secretary, Lieut..Colonel
SroakT—a ‘* memorandum on thenew form
siof Target used at the meoting of the
*Dominion Riflo Association at Ottawa in
1 1874," vy Licut.-Colonel Bruxel—a most
comprehensive and interesting report on
the * Wimbledon Team,’ by the Cminand-
g Officer Lieut.-Colonel Gir.Lmor—tho very
satisfuctory statemont of the Treasurer,
Lieut.-Colonel Maocasxsox—the rules and
regulations governing the Officers, non-
Commissioned Officers and men of the
Volunteer force selected to represent Cana-
da at Wimbledon—an inventory of property
belonging to the Association with the rules
and by-laws, comprise a very interesting
and well got up pamphlet of 51 pages—~of
which it may truly besaid that every man
connected with the Association appears to
liave done his duty,

% | which will be found in nunother pago under

Tho London Gentleman's Magazine for
January contains an able paper from the |
pon of I, 3f. Hostar, Esq., on tho fighting
capacity of the nations of Continenal Europo

the caption of ** the coming wir in Europe'

~—in which the power of a;zression, in a
military point of view, of thé European
powers is put forth witn great cilmness
and procision—that of Englard as being the
loast and most unimporlast boing the last
considered—while it is ntimated that her
position would b one of neutrality, whish

would be to our thiniting tantamount to
unconditional surronder, Wo have ina
recent papor shown that a very decided and
prominent part in * tho coming war'’ must
be assumod by Great Britain, on the siuple
principle of self-preservation ; becausae the
eventual eonquerors in such a strife will
not only give the law to Earope, but to the
whole civilized world ; and it would not be
for the intereats of mankind that it should
be diotated by a military despotism. But
the great danger to British supremary and
national independenco will not be evaded
by a sacure dofensive attitude as far as the
British Isles are concerned—those sacred
shores may bo secured from invasion, but
can by the same sories of operaiions be
secured from starvation, which .could be
quite as effactive as a Prussian army of
300,000 men in London, Ina recontarticle
we showed that Great Britain especially has
deponded for her braad stuffs on every
couuntry in the world that produced a sur-
plus. Now, since exceplional vessels.will de-
termine Naval Supremacy, and since such
countries as China, Japan, Peru, Mexico,
Chili and Brazil have become in tho widest
genseasNaval powers—thatsupposing analli

ance of the Northern European powers with
Austria and [taly, would the British flest
be able to do more thsn guard the British
Coasts, and what would be the consequence
it through cupidity, pressure, or any other
cause uny or all of those smaller powers
should be induced to take part against her.
In that case, what wanld her neutrality be.
worth ? On the other band, if throwing her
sword into the scale with I'rauce sha could
reckon on Turkey &s an ully, tha unitod
fleots would be niore thin a match for their
opponents ; ard it is here precisaly that the
imbecility of allowing the ‘Lreaty af Paris to
be cast aside, at once displays its ugly pio-
portions. Russia is tho Black Sea can
always compel 'I'urkey to bo en garde and
will neutralizo a largs proportion of her
Naval force; while England will be compelled
to largely incrouse her armaments in all her
great lines of Naval communication, and to
adopt such messures.in connection with
the lesser powers as will effegtually prevent
their interfercuce, and at the same (ime
protect her own commerce,  We havo pur

posely loft the United States out of the con

sideration ; first, because her Naval strength
would hardly count iu such a conteat if it is

at all imminent; and secondly, because we
beliove she would be the ally of Eungland if
she did tako a part therein. It is quite
evidont that she could not be allowed in
such an univeraal 1mbroglio to play the
roll of ante 1812; aud it would Le mani~
fostly for her inteross to follow the lead of
tier best customer. e do not share Mr.
Hosikw's doubt as to the ivefliciency of the
Navy, owing to faulty principles of oon.
struction ; there can be no doubt that a great
deal has yot to be learned on the subjeot of
sea goingarmor-clad vessels, and that all
construction on tho Monitor type are alto=
gother faulty in principle for that purpose~
but in this case tho ovil is merely, .compara.
tiva-as nearly all foreign iron-clads are
built on the same principle, so that ths
question of final issua will beone of Strategy
and seumanship. Moreover by a .very
simple process England can improvise an
auxiliary fleet which would make. it &
matter of extremo diffoully if nat.actual
impossibility for any enemy to,destroy hier
commerce, and it simply consists in.xéming
all her Merchant vessels~ puttingiithose
,officers of the Royal Navy who-are now
idling ashorespending the best part.ofitheir
lives in miserable inaction on :boird—in:
troducing discipline and training into the
Merchantservice --weeding out the miserable
foreign eloment of which ils sesmen are
composed, and by a judicious application
of the means at her disposal propating tor
contingencies which her great remerves
of wealth render imminent at auy time.
But how does theidea of ¢ the Committea
‘¢ of continental bankers sitting in captured
“ London,’” assessing the expenses of con.
quered England. agree with friecd.John
Bright and bis gQisociples of the peace at any
prico school' 2 We believe {he- Bies:l.brim
agitalor is tore lavish of his neighbor's
mouney than his own. The picture, how-
ever, is not'a pleasant oras, ang its realiza-
tion will be secured by following out the
ignus falus of military defence—if ever. the
enelny can aefze or paratize the.lines of
Naval communication—capitulaiion. would
follow if every individual in the British Yales
were under arms to defend their shores,
Papers like this are caloulated to. do.great
gervice as they tend to awaken public.opin
ion from tho dreams of false security into
which it has been led by stupid and. fans.
tical theorists. : .

Ix a former article wo stated that te make
the British Navy formidable in men and
material it would be nccessary to takein
the Mercantile Marine us the nataral besais
of organization. Our contemporary: Broad
Arrow of 23rd January, in- air .artiole on
¢ I'he Navy and Mercantile Marine,!.which
will bo found in another page, shows' that
the preliminary sleps have already been
taken, and that under the cover of s Naval
Reserve English ship-builders .and ewners

are cndeavoring to seoure aid frem the



