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(Continued from Page §10.)
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The troops-domposing the nerthern ~army
corps asscmbled at Aldershot, under the
command of Lieutonant Géneral Sir Robert
Walpole, X C. B., and went through avary
interesting sham fight to day in the viciuity
of the camp. One division, the 3vd acled ns
an atlacking force, under the direction of
Major General Sir Charles Staveley, K. C.1,
whilst the other the 4th, acted as n defend-
ing force, under the command of Major
‘Genetal Lord Mark Xere, C. B, Thevaiious
corps paraded in review order, without
knapsacks, nbout ecight o'clock, and were
served out with fifteen younds of ammuni
tion per man. ~ Sir Charles Staveley’s force
included the 1st and 2nd Lifo Guards and
tho Royal Horse Guards, under thecommand
of Col. Murshall ; tho 2nd Infantry Brigade,
consisting of the 2nd Baltalion 15th, and 1st
Battalion 22nd Regiments, under the com.
mand of Col. Andersonr; the Ist Brigade
commanded by dMajor General Parke, € B.,
with Captain His Royal Highness Trince.
Arthur, Rifle Brigade, as brigade major, con.
sisting of thé 2ud Battalion, 22nd and 100th
Regiments, and the 2nd Stafford Militia;
the 3rd Brigade, including the 90th Light
Infantry, Y9th Regiment, snd Aberdeen
Militia, under Col. Erskine. These four bri
gades marched front camp between cight
nnd nine o'clock, and proceeded to the vi-
cinity of Knapp Hill and Pitbright. Lord!
Mk Eerr's foree eémprised the 9th Tan-
cers, 13ih and '19th Hussars, under the com-
mand of Major Ge:eral Shute, C. By; the
1st Infantry Brigade, under the command'
of Major General Maxwell, C. B., consisting
of the 46th Regiment, 102nd Fusiliers, and
2n4d Royal Middlesex Militia; the 2nd Bii
gade undér Col. Pakenham, 30th Regiment,
comprising the 2nd:Buttalion:4th and 27th
Regiment, and the South Gloucester Militia,
the 3rd Brigade, consisting of the 3uth Re
giment, and 2ud Battalion Rifle Brigade,
under the command of Col. Stephenson, C.

+B. ‘T'wo batteries of Horse Artillery were
attached to each-cavalry Brigade. and two
field batteries toeach division. Lord Mark'
Kerr's force marched to Fox 1lill, and took;
up a line of strongdefensive positions. Tho
general intention of the sham fight was that
Sir Charles Stavetey's force was supposed to
be marching from the direction of \Woking,
towards Alton. On reaching the neighbor.
hood of Fox Hill he found his progreis ur-
rested by Lord mark Keerr's division in jmsi
tion there, This awvision was supposed to.
have.come up from Farpham. By 10.30
the whoto were in their respective positions,
with strong lines of cavalry aitd infantry in
-skirmishing order covesing their fronts.
Lieutenant General Sir Robert Walpole, X.C.
B., accompanied by Sir A. Alison, C.B., as-
sistant ndjutant general ; Col. Gamble, U.B.
assistant quarter master general; Caplain
Crenock, deputy-fssistant sdjutunt general ;
Captain the Hon. G, E. Edwardes, deputy
assistant quarter .mostor gencral, and his
aides de camp, came on the ground shorty!
after ten o'clock,and inspected tho positions'
talten up by both commanders, At elevén’
o’clock the fight commenced. About twelve
o’¢lock tho butte was raging all along the
right and centre. The guns of the defend-
ers keplup a terrrific cannonede from com-
manding positions on the infantry .of thoe at-
tacking party. A dircot attack by the road

-

from Lirbright was successfully resisted by
Col. Pakonham's brigndo ond somo guns of
the Horso Artillery. ~Whilst {his was tak
ing place, General Slaveloy's troops, on tho
right, were moving rapidly forward in order
to turn the loft of Lord Mark Kerr's posi-
tion. About 12 30 thé uppenrahce of Geno-

j ral Qtavelay's 1ight brighde; with,some guns

and cavalry 'in the plafn, mpde, it evident
that the flmk attack Was sucdessfal:  Sie-R.
Waljsole, ns chief umpire, having observed
this ordered {iring togense. . Tho cotamund-
ers of diyisions nnd lrigades wero then ns-
sembled and addresseéd on, the movements

-ns carried oul.! It was sald that the funl

derision was given in favor of Sir Charles
Staveley. Tha troops after partaking of
somo bread, cheese and beer, tommenced
theiv homeward maveh, arciving at their
quarters between three and four o'clock: |

Many of the infanlry regiments in the
camp ab Blandford, tried their hand (his
morning At & compuratively rew system of
skirmishing on Prassian principles. This
system, says the Poxt, has.bheen ndopted by
some reginments under Sir Charles Staveley’s
command in the western district for some
tite, but we beliove that even he has not
vét been able to explain tho advantagenf it,
-Lhis morning the 4th Battalion of the 60th
ufles, the 4th Battalion Rifle Brizade, and
the Tth Fusiliers practised tho drill, ‘These
regiments worked, as they always do, with
wonderful smartness, but -still even the-
mnnner in which they executed the move-
men,s, failed to convinee our contemporary’s
correspondent ol thelr great utility. ” A dis-
tinguished ofticer of ono of the rifle regi.
ments named, expressed an opinion that
#hey were only calgulated to. distress the,
nien ; but it is possible that the advantages!
of the system may becoma "thore appaent
when opérations against the enemy have:
‘actually commenced. ‘The 50th Riciment;
was out on outpost duly to day.

Tnurspax,. Ave,, 2240,

To day all arns in camp were up and do-
ing. ‘'The heavy cavalry brigade under Col.
Towers started about seven o'clock, rode
out and had a brisk morming's work
Vedettes of the 3rd Dragoon Guards were
“thrown out in the direction of Shaftsbury to
protect the advancing line, thc Carbineers,
proceeding to Fonumell Magna, whichis fully
five miles from the cavalry camp, and theo
Bays to Ashmoor Down, stretching away to-
the right. The Horse Artillery and tho re
mainder of the 3rd Dragoon Guards acted as:
reserves, They did not yreturn to .camp till
ono o’clock. The Foot Guards mag:chctl out
at seven o'clock this marning to Critchill
‘Down, a distance of some ecight milds.
Learning that tho regiment twas soneay his:
family sept, Mr. Gerard Sturiittvited the re-
giment,. men as well.as officers to luncheon.
On their way back {hey took nlonger route,
making the entlire march némly twenty
miles.  The men did not seem overdonse-on
.their-return, but comphined much:of dust
and heat:in the narrow-country lanes, which.
hardly adunit of four mon swvalking, abreust,
and wllow no circulation of gir to blgw the
dust'away. 'The remainder of the first divi
sion, under Sir'A. Horsloird, and: the./whole

-of the second division, under General Lrown

tigg, with tho exception of the Miliia regi-
ments, marched out of camp at tivo o'clocik,
and had'sépara 3 field days . different. di-
rections, the first division at Lagnceston
feath, to tho rightof the camp, and the Zna
division at Pimperne and Guntnille Ieaths,

"lo tholeft. The first division confined itaplf
to drill movements ; the second fired fway

soveral rounds, but the point to which it
mainly deyeted its attention was the prac-

tsing of tho now skirmishing and advancing
drill in open order, In this drill front -nd
rear rank aro abolished, and the moenmarch
in extended order in as looso o for

mation s possible, correct distance
being kept-by a separale lino of officers or
guidts. . Gunville Down is almost a .leyol
grass . plain, so that cover was oub.of the
tiestign, but when a hedge:did . presept it

olf, & tush was mnda for’ it ab-once.- Thr
Tth and 23rd Fusiliers, with the 4th Ballalion
60th 1Pdot, svero the troops mainly exercised
in tha ‘new iill, On their way back tn
camp the Division marched past General
Brownrigg, the 7th Yusiliers acquitting itseli
partjicularly well, In pursuanco of the de

terniination already alluded to, Col. Biker
has sent out eight oflicors on expeditions of
sketching and observation, and (he result of
tlieso excursions will, no doubt, have an im

portant bearing on tho movements of next
week. Patrolling parlies of the light cav.
alry brigado were'dlso to be met on the rouvl
in various divections,

Tho specinl correspondant of the Da
News wroto on Wednesday night #The in
crensing heat of the weather seems to
bave inflamed the military ardour of those
who-preside over the destinies and direct the
movements of tho southern army corps, and
no more must noiv be said about the ¢ great
Blandford picnic?! forwe are now rogularly
in for hard work After sketching tho i
visional movewments, hoadded, ** It was diff-
cult to distinguish the skirmishingof the lst
West York Militia from that of their com-
rades-bf the Line. Asa proof that this is
not 'a partinl or morely personal opinioa, [
may mention that I accidentally overheard
a group of ¢ Liners ? discussing the question
as to whelher the men fromWest Ydrkshiie
were Militia or not.  As the skirmishers be-
gan to' advance from the crown of Raca
cqurde Down:across the level ground which
slapes gently down towards a large wood on
Salisbury Road, which was held by the
enemy, tho artillery on our right got into
position on tho high ground just'to the north
of the Guard Camp, and soon the bang of «
16 pounder made the untried horses of some
of the civiliak riders rearand plunge in such
a way which iwas keenly relished by thoseon
foot. The battery-on-the left was not long
in following suit, opening fire very steadily,
the officer bolloaing out to the men, * Don't
.go blazing away there oyer the head of the
enemy, but fire steadily,” a hint which pain-
fully reminded us that we were having a
very sham fight indeed. as our foe was
wholly imaginary. -Soon the skirmushers
got near enough to vo ailowed toopen firs,
which they did-quite quick enough, for they
must hava beén nearly oné thousind yards
from tho wood +which was supposed to- con
tain an enomy,when they commenced firing
After about.a quarterofan hour's steady ad
vance, (he'Look out for cavalry’ was sound-
cd, and rallying squares were-formed. The
movements continucd: with little variation
until five p. m., when the divisisn marched
back tocamp. It was-evident that great at
tention was being paid to the mauner in
which the skirmishing was done, General
Brownrizg and staff riding forward to the
cdntre-of the line of skirmishers in oider to
see for thoms: Ives how the men-were work
ing. Tnlorlunately the ground selected s
nearly as bire iFno! quite so, of cover as a
barrack, and witli:tho excoptionrof n hedge
separating the Down-fram ‘tho onclosed lanu
thero was little to call forth whatever apu
tude the men . of tho different regiments m.,
and doubtless do, possessTor taking atvan.
tage ot ‘cover.”” o

“Riding back through the camp aud

across the Tarrant, which, by the way, is be



