10

TAE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

JANUARY $

grants of land should be awarded. and they
should be worlcod under their own oflicers.

The floyal Canadian Rifles ave about
being disbanded, it would be no huaed mat-
{or to make an arrangement with the Im-
porial authorities by which the personnel and
material of thalt corps could bo pagsed to
the goyernment of tho Dominion. As soon
ag navigation opens no difficulty could exist
in placing them at Red River within six
waeks from the day the order was iwsned at
Ottawa by way of Lake Superiorand the roads
and chain of waters described. Theyshould be
kept there till civilgovernment was quiotly
established, and as the period of rerviceo of
the men expired let them have free grants
of land {o settlo on.

It is not necessary to spill blood in any of
those operations, but when the Dominion
Govornment undertakes to organizo ‘he tor-
ritory let it be done with a firm bLut gontle
hand. .

Tucattention of tho readers of the REvigw
is correcily directed to the very able, patri-
otic and statesmanlike speech of the Ion.
Sir 3. E. Carlier, Bart., at a public dinner
at Quebec on the 23rd Dec.  Aftor speak-
ing of his family and their connection with
the ancient capital, the Hon. the Baronet
says :—

“With regard to Quebec, 1n the opinion
of many, it hus seen better days. I do not
think thoy look at its position correctly.
Quebac is the principal city of British North
America.  (tlear, hear.) From 1t the
British aystem was extended to the \West.
It is yet the key of that system. For long
after tha cassion to England Quebecwas the
chief place, the other districts connected
with it being th2 Chambly and Montreal.
Up to 1810 or 1812 the latter was only a
town of 9,000 or 10,000 inhubitants. What
made Montreal was thelwestern settlements
When colonization proceeded westward, a
portion ol Quebec trade was naturally trans.
ferred to the younger and smaller city.
‘Chis is the Inw of nature and trade. (Hear,
hear,) Quebec had and has, however, the
best position during navigation. Formerly
it was cut off from other parts of Canada
during winter, and from England and the
European continent. But up to 1830 it
prospered greatly. Not by the lumber
trade, but by the West India trade and the
exportation of wheat and other Lower Ca-
nada grain grown west of Quebec, The
settlement of the west, howaver, created a
revolution; one trade left Quebec, but
another, the lumber, took its place. - So
lumber was not the first cause of this city's
prosperity.’”’ t

And again:—

“*Quebec has been to some extent spoil-
ed by that easy trade 1n squure timber from
the Outawa. It his produced more mer-
chant princes than Montreal. It produces
more men who can give up business and set-
tle in England on large fortunes than Nont-
real.  (Cheers and liughter.)

I would prefer to sce the successful mer-!
But we belong to’

chants remain with us.
an empire, and if a British subject inany
part of it makes a fortune he should be al-

lowed to spend it in auy other part of itstill  this labour or population is the first eiement (w1 other places,
It proper advuntage has not

under the British flxg.
thoss who do s0, while noting that more
Quebgcers have been able to settle on resal

1 do notreproach:

astate in the mother country than Montranl-
ers with all.their advantages, If to-morrow
I bad tho means, and could gat myself out
ol this malstrom of polities. I might be
temptod myseif to settio in London. (*No,
no.’) Queboc is still a great center of
trade. 1t pained mo last mght to hear in
the assenbly that within the last yonr she
had lost 30,000 citizens, (“No, no.””) I
believa ik was an exaggeration.  “Thele is
much vitality in this aity.  Yon keop well
up (o Montreal alter all.  You wmust con-
sider the popilativg of your suburbs, St.
Sauvenr and DPoint Levis. Quehec mer-
chants should obsepve they will shortly
hiuve a naw ora opened io themw. ‘They will
soon bein a position to ba masters of the
Iisheries  (Loud applause.) My opinjon
is that 10,000 ov 12000 of the popula-
tion of Quebec ought to Le busy abouy
the Gulf, Bay of Chalewrs and the
other fishing grounds duing. the work
that the Maina and Missachusetts peopla
ave doing at present. (Appliuse.) The cod
fishery hasdore 1auch for the prosperity of
those states, whose chitdren havo toiled mn a
region belonging to Quebee.  This city will
have to tuke to those fisheries soon as well
as to manufxctures.  There is no plcem
the Dominion where “lubour for seven
months of the ycar can ba procured =as
cheaply as in Quenee

A Voice— Give us foreign trade.

“Sik Geo. Carmer—Yon havo it. - Lok
what iy friend Mr. Stepliens, of Montreal,
has done. He siarted cloth factmies nt
Cornwall, to which he hd to Ming libonr
from a distance, an-l, notwithstandiog, can
undersell the Scoteh und English tweed-
makers. (Applause ) ‘I'ho Manchester and
Shefticld men reproached mo in Englaud
with evor protecting this and other inlus-
tries. Itold them our maximum duies
ware fifween per cent. the snme as the'r wwn
‘Then how comes it, they asked, you cau -
dersell us?  We cannot make as choeajs or
as good tweed as Mr. Stephenssends to M .-
chester. The last publicaccounts show thit
Canuada exported $8¢0.000 of woolen goods
for the year principally to Bugland and the
United States. (Cheams.) You cannot
cresto # trade with other nations agiinst
their will,  Your only chance is clinap la-
bour, and manufucturing better articlesnta
less prica than theirs. Now, nowhere in
Canada could this be better done than in
Quebee. (Hear, hear.) Manufacturersfre-
quently ask for protection. Ttis absurd, as
is also the notion of extremo free trade. As
to it, you must pay the amount of your duty
to the Governinent by direct taxation. With
extreme protection you destroy your foreign
trade, a8 the Americans have done, and this
aguin Jeads to direct taxation, Wearanot
3oing to commit such a folly, We bhave
adopted the proper policy of imposing mére-
ly an income duty, not :. protectivo’ one.
With regard to English labour, merchants
here are paying 20 per cent. more for its
products than five years ngo. The change
is owing to the trade associations in England
which have put prices up to such an extent
that manuficturers are obliged 10 mix siik
with cotton and cotton with wool to sell at
acceptable rates. They give you apparent-
Iy the same article as betore, but nota good
one. As to Quebec, it Mr. Glover and
othars wish 1o stat manufzctories they
need not commit the mistake of Mr, Stephens
who went where there wus uo labour.  hey
can gat all they want in Quebec city, and

of wealth.
been taken of it already it is not the fault

of the climate or tho soil of Quebec but of

its capitalists (applause.) 2Afr. Stophens
wanted protection tho other diy. But
whon you protect mamfactories you lmit
them to vour own people, The Utited
States do not export any quantity of goads
becauso rendered too denr by protection.
A number of consumers are thereby limited
s to the 'nhabitants of the country itself. We
"aro on the pve, we may sy, of the opening
"ol tha Intercolonial Kuilroad, when Quebeo
will tako its true pliuce as the Cul-de-Sac of
thae Dominion. [ hopae it will huve through
tha gull access to those fishories whicle
jmight be made immensly advantageous (o
‘her.  Bven in winter that trade might be
ibenefeinl.  Fresh fish might be brought
ifrom the pulf 1o Mountveal, Toronto, Chica.
lgo and other western places.  Then this
uow trade with the Lower Provinces, which
Quobee is now domg, might bo increased.
It proparly belongs to this city. The mer-
fehants can do great deal to further the
| prospeity of the country. Iad it notheen
't'or the Brtish meichants, England counld
not have maintained possession of* those
great colonies sha has so long held. but
must like Romo have lost them soon after
their acquisition. ‘The Diitish merchant
hns gono everywhere to estublish ties bo-
twaen tho empire's various oxtremities. No
sooner wag Canada conquered than they
¢ were here with their merchandize, and_ they
thevo helped to kecp up the attachment to
' Reitnin, ~ (Applause ) Fortunately we have
ithe samo spirit among us, which has kept
Lower Cunada a prosperous British Province.
We are not Frenchmen here: we are Eng
Lisamen speaking French.  What has kept
us British? ‘That commer3ial spirit which
immediately followed the British army and
cireated {resh und strong interests bewween
us and England,  (Loud applause.) In con-
ctusion, [am sincevely thankful to you for
*this kind entertainment. [ uppreciate it
'because it comes from British merchants,
land this plimse meludes men of my own
!origin, because every merchant on this con-
tinent, who is engaged in commerce, has to
Ldeal with England ; and because, as I said
Liwfore, all born under the British flug here,
have aright to the titlo of Englishman. I
have great respect for that isterest whose
vepresentatives I meot hers tonight, an in.
terest which has contributed 80 much to
the prosperity of the Dominton and the
various Provinces, and which is one of the
most valuuble and important that enters
mto the composition ol any society. The
IIon. Baronet resumed his seat amidst
hearty and contintied applause.’?

In reply to a speech of Mr. Withall, who
comphiined that the Canadian commercinl
marine was at a disadvantage by being
obliged to go to England for Sailing Maslers'
Certificates, as the Marine Insurance Com-
panies would not accept any others, and de-
| claring that some board should be establish-
eu in the Dominion.

“ Sie Georgk CArTER :—Smd he had al-
ready brought this matter under the notice
aof the Right Hon. John Bright, President of
the Bomid of Trade. ‘though a libernlin
politics, he is not so liberal in other mat-
ters, however, he (Sir George) had securéd
the pnssing of an Act :~  .end the Mer-
. chants’ Shipping Act, by winch and under
" certain regulations certidcates could be ob-
' tained by Quebec sailing masters empower-
,1ng el to take a vessel to the West Indies
| lle mformed Mr. Biight
and Lord Granviile that Quebeo captams or
mastess who could tahe a vessel to English
ports und back were incapacitated by their




