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NEW YEAR'S PETITIONS.

\What shnll I ask * -¢ the cuming year ;
What shisll my watchword bo?

What would’st ‘Thou do for me, dear Lord
What can | do for Thee ?

Lord, | would usk for u holy year,
Spont in Toy perfecy will

Help mo co walk m Thy vory stops,
Help mu o ploase Fnovo sull,

L.ord, 1 would usk for u hoavenly year,
Humble sud yot so lngh;

Help mve to sink at Tay vlessod leot,
Aud Yot on Lhy bosom le,

Lurd, | would ash fur & trustful year,
G.ve o Lhy taith davine,

Faking my full inbertance,
Makiuy I'ny fuluces unne.

Lord, 1 would ask for a yoar of love,
Uh, lot o love Lheo best

Qive o tho Jove that futloth not
Beneath the hardest test,

Lord, I would ask for u busy year,
Filled up with service true,

Dotug with all Ly Spirit's: unght,
Whate'er 1 tind to do.

Lord, 1 would usk for w year of prayer,
Toarh mo to walk with Theo;

Breatuo in my heart Thy Spirit’s breath,
Pray LThou Thy prayer 1 me.

Lord, I would ask for the dying world,
Strowh forth Thy mighty haad,

‘Phy teuth proclaun, ‘Lhy power display,
U'n1s year in every land.

Lord, I would ask for a year of joy,
‘Tny peace, Thy joy diviue,

Spunging undinnned through all the days,
Bu thoy days of shade or shiue.

Lord, I would ask for u year of hope,
Lookiayg for Tace to come,

Aud hasting on that year of ycars
I'aat brings us Christ and Home.

Lord, 1 would ask for » year divine,
L'canstigured from above,

L1l all 1ts days like heaven's heights
Shine with U'ny light aud love.

RETROSPECT AND 2ROSPECT.

Lite must have 1its backward as well as its forward
took. ** Ebenezer ' 1s as necessavily a pont 1n spiritual
topography as 1s Pusgan, trom waicn o conung Canaan
1s prophetcally observed.

The past ts meant to be i monitor amd present ex-
periences and also a message tor tne tuture. No affec-
taton is greater than the airishaess ot him who thinks
himselt superior to the things on which he has built and
risen, and which hitt him hike a weather-vaae to the sky.
[t 15 sully to atfect an unconcern tor what 1s behind us,
tor out of those thngs which falsely we call + dead aud
gone,” we have come, and they now lie on in us.
Genetically, 1t not precisely grammatically, preterites
pass by way of present forms to tuture-periects. The
man who sneers at is past s like a chuch that pecks at
tne shell from which he was hatched. ‘i'he tinny that
has made us must always be reverenced. unless we are
to belie the very characters which we now possess,

Hence an occasional retrospect 15 fitng tor every
man because hess a man.  Though genealogy is not
gospel, 1t 1s yet a teaching, lleredity 1s an educator.
** The greatest thing 1a God's umverse 1s history I re-
cently observed a noted divine.  Tne things that have
been are at least the shadings ot the letters that will
spell the words of the lustories that are tobe.  The story
may be new, but it must be written with the old alpha-
bet.  To understand limself and s grandchildren 1t is
necessary that & man make the acquaintance ot his own
great-grandtather, and prepare for to-morrow by a close
and careful retrospect ot his own variously assorted
yesterdays.,  He must go back in order to obtun the

neadway tor & long leap torward. It a man refuse to fige)
to school to antiguty he cannot hope that hus nlluence
will remiun as a proper teacher tor postenty.  I'le pa
gets even at last with those who refuse 1t, thstory
cannot be scorned with impunity, but will revenge itselt
i time upon its contemners.

\\nd the retrospect that is worthy o! the name mus-
be a very broad one. It is not a matter merely of a gent
calugical tree, but of an historical forest of mulutudin-
ous branchings and multiform foliayes. History's record
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is not alone contained in that ponderous tome which
notes public events, but as well in the tny v_olumcs tl_mt
result as the noppared records ot private _hves, }Vthh
are yet 50 miny mucrocorms ot almost nfinite miniature
mysteries,  The close of a calendar year 1S a4 scason
most opportune tor such a retrospect ot personal exper-
wence. It 1s the season when the merchant posts up his
books to see were he stands.  And 1t 1s 2 ume when
sensive spirits are moved to thouyhittully ceview, s
the stlluess of the divine presence itselt, he scenes and
seckings, the joys and grnievings, the guns and losings,
of the days that have gope beyond recall. By such
remmiscence the soul 1 enabled to see where it .tands
spiritually, and how near to God 1s its present posiuon.
The case ot the Chnistian traveller 1s analogous to that
ot the navigator of the deep scas who must trom e to
time discover lus position by observation ot the sun or
the stars. ‘'he sallor reads the heavens that he may
mark off upon an earthly chart the spot where just then
his vessel's keel 15 cuttng the seas. He must kaow
how tar he has come and where he s that he may uner-
ringly tell whither thereafter his true course lies. 1t 1s
a kind of measurement of terrestial directions and dis-
tances by means ot a stellar topography, and as such
alfords a hitting symbol of spiritual navigation on lite's
broader and stormier sea.  L'he Christian must with a
trequent periodicity take his observations and read off
the kaots on tus log-hine

But with retrospect saould go prospect.  As the old
year goes trom us it whispers a parting word as to a new
and possibly a more notable year Lo come. The obdurate
sinner has no tuture 10 any comtorting sense ot the word,
but tor the humble believer 1n Jesus it 1s always *‘better
tarther on.” While, theretore, the Chnstian dwells with
discruminating meditation upon the past there needs to
mingle with s tender reminiscence a sweel prescience
to a tairer tuture to come 1n God’s good tune. It is this
thought of this dua! and yet not divided outlook of the
twin temper and Sympathy, which is taught in the alle-
gorical story ot the two men, one an aged man with hairs
wlutened by the years and the other a youth with long
raven locks, who one day, arm-in-arm, climbed to a lofty
height. When they had attained the summit the old
man, deliberately mounung a ledge of rock, and turning
to look back upon the way they had come, lited lus
broad hat, and with solemn voice exclayned: *O Past|
1 salute thee!™ Thereupon his youny companion jeap-
g up to i sull mgher cray, and excitedly waving lus
hat above his head, cried with enthusiasm : O Future
I salute thee )

It s such a double salutation that 1s appropriate at
any anmversary season lor every Cnnstian piigam, It
but courteous to speed the departing as well as to greet
tne arnving guest, and with all its shortcomings the past
deserves a ** Lhank you!l® as it leaves. For that past
1n any case has had God in 1, and where God has been
g ratitude should tollow, This tarewell, however, need
not be too teartul, or over sad, since the Christian never
loses the best ot what has been, and 1n that tarther future
that lies beyond the vale shall meet again all that was
truly wosthy and immorial 1n the past.—N. Y. Observer,

A DAILY MIRACL.E.

Admit Chost mto your soul, and with Hun comes
power.  You admt that you have been wretchedly weak on
a thousand cniucal occastons in your past ufe.  You prom-
1sed yoursell that you would never yield to certain tempta-
uons and commit ceriain s1ns and tollies 3 but you did, and
your lite 13 strewed with broken resolutions. Be done with
this, and Liedone with leaning on a battle reed.  Jesus Chnst
otlers to strengthen you with aught 1 the mner man by Lhs
Spint dwethng 1 you. .\, you say, that s something super-
natural, Dot 1s, tor Chustiamity ts based on the trutn that
the Son ot God dues enter 1uto the human heart, and just
as really atiects that heart as the bread you cat affects your
body. I'ne whole dilference between Saul, the bigot, and
Paul, the benenicient, voseliish, hieroic apostle was that Jesus
Cnrist had cotered wto him acd thausformed hun and
endowed hun with a tremendous power to do gty deeds
of love, Lius power will come 1mto your soul through the
channel of prayer.  Lry 1t and see.  Work 1 the same hne
that you pray. The fanth that stnves while nt prays will
conquer ; tor 1t Creates such a condition of things that God
can hear you and will help you,



